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Chriſtian Reader, 


Shall in a few words acquaint thee 

[| with the Reaſons that obtained my 
= conſent to the publiſhing of the en- 

ſuing Diſcourſe. The conſideration of the 
preſent State and Condition of the. Gene- 
rality of Profeſſors, the viſible Evidences 


of the Frame of their Hearts and Spirits, 


manifeſting a great Diſability of dealing. 
with the Temptations, wherewith from 
the Peace they bave in the World, and 


' the Diviſions that they have among them- 


ſelves , they are encompaſſed, holds the 


chief place amongſt them. This Tam aſſu- 


red is of ſo great importance, that if 
bereby T only occaſion others to preſs more 
effeFually on the Conſciences of men, the 
work, of conſidering their Wayes, and to 
give more clear DireFion for the comi- 
paſſing of the End propoſed, I ſhall. well 
eſteem of my Lot in this undertaking. , 
This was ſecanded by an Obſervation of 
A 3 ſome 


"Fo the Fader. < 


| ſome ; mens dangerous Miſtakes, who of 
late dayes have taken upon them to vive 
 Dire&ions for the Mortification of Sin, 
who being unacquainted with the Myſtery 
of the Goſpel, and the Efficacy of the Death 
of Chriſt, have anew impoſed the Toke of 
a ſelf-wronght-out Mortification vn the 
Necks of their Diſciples, which: weither 
they nor their Forefathers were ever able 
fo bear. A Mortification they cry up and 
preſs, ſuitable to that of the Goſpel weither 
in reſpe® of Nature, SubjeF, Cauſes, 
Means, nor EffeFs ; which conſtantly pro- 
duces the deplorable Iſſues of Superſtition, 
ſelf- righteouſneſs and Anxiety of Conſci- 
ence, in them who take up the burthe 
which is ſob bound for then. 
What 7s here propoſed in weakyeſe, T 
humbly hope will. anſwer the Spirit and 
Letter of the Goſpel, with the Experiences 
of them who know what it is to walk with 
God according to the Tenour of the Cove- 
nant of Grace. So that if not this, yet 
certainly ſomething of this kind; is very 
neceſſary at this ſeaſon," for the _ tion 
and furtherance of this work, »f « el 
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ro thereeader, OO 
Mortification in the Hearts of Believers, 
and” their DireGion''in Paths ſafe, and 
wherein they may find Reſt to their Souls. 
Something T have to adde, as to what in 
particular relates unto my ſelf. Having 
preached on this ſubjeF, unto ſome com- 
fortable ſucceſs, through the Grace of bim 
that adminiſtred ſeed to the. Sower, I was 
preſſed \by ſundry perſons, in whoſe hearts 
are the Wayes of God, thus to publiſh what 
T had delivered, with ſuch Additions and 
Alterations as I ſhould judge neceſſary. 
Under.the inducement of their Deſires, I 
called to remembrance the Debt wherein 
T have now for ſome Tears ſtood engaged 
#nto ſundry Noble and. worthy Chriſtian 
Friends, as to a Treatiſe of Communion 
with God, ſome while ſince promiſed' #0 
them; and thereon apprehended, that if 1 
could not hereby componnt for | 


Since the 6ſt 


the greater Debt, yet TI might cio. of thi 
Poſſrbly tender them this Diſs owes. ets 
conſe of Variance. withathem- Ped. 
ſelves, 'as:. Intereſt far" their forbearance 
of that of Peace and Communion' with 
God. Beſides, I conſidered that T had 
fi ivy {3 | -. 


beer . 
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been providentially engaged in the: puþ- 


lick, Debate of ſundry Controverſies 7x 
Religion, which might (eem to claing 
ſomething in another kind of more Ge- 
weral Oſe, as a Fruit of Choice, not Ne- 
ceſſity : On theſe and the like accounts, is 
this ſhort Diſcourſe brought forth to pub- 
lick view, and now -preſented unto thee. 


 T hope 1 may own in ſincerity, that my 
| hearts deſire unto God, and the chief De- 


ſren of my Life in the ſtation wherein the 
good Providence of God hath placed me, 
are, that Mortification and univerſal Ho- 
lineſs may be promoted in my own and 


in the Hearts and Wayes FBm, to the 
e 


Glory of God, that ſo the Goſpel of our 
Lord "and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. may be 
adorned in all things ; for the compaſſing 
of which End, if this little Diſcourſe (of 
the publiſhing whereof this is. the ſumme 
of the account T ſhall give) may in any 


thing be uſefull #0. the leaſt of the Saints, 


;t will be looked on.as a Return of the weak, 
Prayers wherewith it is attended by its utt- 
worthy Author, . 


J. OWEN: 
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| CHAP Er 
The Foundation of the whole enſuing Diſcoutſe 
laidin Rom. 8. 13. The words of the Apoſth 
opened, The certain connexion between truit 
Mortification and: Salvation. Mortification 


the work of Believers, The Spirit the princi» 


pal efficient Cauſe of it. What 'meant by the 


[Body] in the words of the Apoſtle. What by 


the Deeds of the Body.) Lifein what ſence 
promiſed to this Duty. 


Hat what I have of Dzre&ios to con- 
tribute to the carrying on of the 
_ work of Mortification in Believers, 
may reccive order and per/picuity, I ſhall lay 
the foundation of it in thoſe words of the 


Apoitle., Row. 8.13. 1f ye by the Spirit do. ; 


mortifie the deeds of the'fleſh, ye ſhall live; and 
reduce the whole to an, Improvement of the 
great Evangelical Truth and Myſtery contain- 
ed'in theni. £2 A cs 

The Apoſtle having mide a Recapifulation 


of his Doctrine of Fuſtification by Fazth, and. 
the bleſſed Eltate and:Condition of them who” 


I --: are 


are made by Grace partakers thereof, ver/. 1, 


2, 3. of this Chapter, proceeds to improve 
, It, to the Holineſs and Conſolation of Believ- 
crs. 

Among his Arguments and Motives unto 
Holineſs, the Verſe mentioned containeth oxe, 
from the contrary Events and Effects of o- 
lineſs-and Sin. If ye live after. the fleſh, ye 
ſhall dye, What it is to live after the fleſh, and 
what it is to dye, that being not my preſent 
aym and buſineſs, I ſhall no otherwiſe ex- 
plain, than as they will fall in with the ſence 
of the latter words of the verſe, as before pro- 
poſed. - ; 

_. In _ the words peculiarly deſigned for the 
Foundation of the enſuing Diſcourſe, there is 

1. A Duty preſcribed; Afortifie the deeds 
of the body, 

2. The Perſons are denoted to whom: it is 
preſcribed ; Ye; if Ye ortifie. 

3.. There is in them, a Promiſe annexed to 
that Duty, Ye ſhall Live. 


4. The Cauſe or Means of the Performance” 
of this Duty, the Spirit ; It ye through the Spi- 


Tit. 

5.. The Conditionality of the whole Propo- 
ſyion, wherein Duty, Means, and Promiſe, are 
contained, If ye, &c. _ 

The. firit thing occurring in the words, as 
they lye'in the entire Propoſition, is the cond;- 
T Fe: tionas 
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tional Note; # 5, but if. Conditionals in fuch 


Propoſitions may denote two things. 
1. The ancertainty.of: the Event, or thing 


' promiſed in reſpect of them to whom the adury 


is preſcribed, And this takes place where the 

condition is abſolutely neceſſary unto the Iflue, - 
and depends not its ſelf on any determinate. 
Cauſe, known to him. to whom *tis preſcribed. 
So we ſay, if we live we will do ſuch a thing. 
This cannot be the Intendment of the. coxds- 
tional Expreſſion in this place. Of the Perſons 
to whom theſe words are ſpoken, it is ſaid 
verſ. 1, of the ſame Chapter, there 1s no con- 


aemnation to them. | 
2, The Certainty of the coherence and Con- 


' nexion. that is between the things ſpoken of. 
| As we ſay toafick man, If you will take ſach 


a potion, or uſe ſuch a remedy, you will be 
well. The thing we ſolely intend to expreſs, 1s 
the certainty of the Connexion that is between * 
the potion or remedy, and healch. And this 1s 
the uſe of it here. The certain Connexion that 
is between the mort:fying of the deeds of the 
Body, and /iving, is intimated in this condi- 

tional particle, 
Now the connexion and coherence of things 
being manifold, as of Cauſe and Effett, 6f 
Way and Means, and the End; this betwe'2g 
Aortification,and. Life, is not of Cauſe #,nd 
Effect properly and ſtriftly, for Eternal; Life 
B 2 le 
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6.23. Butof Means and End: God hath ap- 
pointed this Means, for the attaining that 
End, which he hath freely promiſed, Aeans 
though neceſſary have a fair ſubvurdination to 
an Endof free Promiſe, A Geft, and a procu- 
ring Cauſe in him to whom it is given, are 
inconſittent. - The intendment then of this Pro- 
poſition as conditional, is, That there ts 4 cer- 
' Fain infallible connexion and coherence between 
zrue Mortification and Eternal Life: if you 
uſe this Mears, you ſhall obtain that 'End : 
If you do mortifie, you ſha]l live, And herein 


lyes the main mor:ve. unto, and Enforcement 


of the Duty preſcribed. ; | 
© * 2, The next thing we meet withall in the 


words, is the perſons to whom this Duty 1s | 


preſcribed ; and that is expreſſed in the word 
Ye, in the Original included in the Verb 
Suvarere, if ye mortifie ; that is, ye Believers ; 
ye to whom there is no Condemnation, verlſ, I. 
ye'that are not in the Fleſh, but in the Spirze ; 


werſ. 5. who are quickened by the Spirit of 


Chriſt, verſ. 10. I1. to you is this Duty preſcr:- 


bed. The preſſing of this Duty emmediartely on 


ny other, is a notable Fruit of that Superſti- 
tion and ſelf-Righteouſneſs that the world is full 
of; the great work atid deſign of devour men, 
ignorant of the Goſpel, Row.10.3,4. Foh.15.5. 
Now: this deſcription of the Perſons, in con- 
| junction 


3s the gift of God through Feſus Chriſt, Rom 
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 junQion with the preſcription of the duty, is the 


main Foundation of the enſuing Diſcourſe, as 
it lyes in this Theſis or Propoſition. 
The choiſeſt Believers, who are aſſuredly freed 


from the condemning power of ſun, ought yet to 


make it their buſineſs all their dayes,to mortifie 


_ the indwelling power of ſin. | 


3. The principal efficient Caufe of the 


. performance of this Duty, is the Spirit - 4 3 | 


Tvivue1t, if by the Spirit. The Spirit here, is 
the Spirit mentioned werſ. 11, the Spzrit . of 
Chriſt, the Spirit of God, that adwel's in us, 
verſ. g. that quickens us, verſ. 11. the Holy 
Ghoſt, vez. 14. the Spirit of Adoption, verl. 15. 
the Spirit that maketh 7nterceſſion for us, verſe 
26. All other wayes of Mortification are vain, 
all helps leave us helpleſs, it muit be done: by 
the Spirit. Men, as the Apoſtle intimates, 
Rom. 9. 30, 31, 32. may attempt this work on 
other Principles, by Means and Advantages 
adminittred on other accounts, as they always 
have done, and do; but (faith he) this 1s the 
work of the Spirit, by him alone. is it to be 
wrought, and by no other power is it to he 
brought about, Mortification from a ſelf- 
ſtrength, carried on by waycs of ſelf-inveation, 
unto the End of a ſelf-Righteouſneſs, is the 


- Soul and ſubſiance of all talſe Religion in the 


world: And this iza ſecond Principle of my 


enſuing Diſcourſe, | | 
| B 3 "+a 


36, 3 The Mortification 
- 4. The Daty it ſelf, mortifie the deeds of the 
Body; isnextly to be remarked. 
*- Threethings are here to be enquiredinto, | 
1, What is meant by the Body, . 
2. What by the deeds of the Body. 
3. What by Mortiifying of them. 


I. The Body inthe cloſe of the-verſe, is the 


ſame with the. Fleſh in the beginning. Jf ye 
k:ve after the fleſh, ye ſhall dye, but if ye Mor- 
#ifie Y. Fab 3 A hind is, ofthe fleſh, 
It is that which the Apoſtle hath all along 
diſcourſed of, under the naine of the fleſh, which 
is evident from the proſecution of the Antithe- 
ſis between the ſpirit and the fleſh, before and 
after. The Body then here is taken for that 
Corruption and Pravity of our Natures, 
whereof the Body in a great part is the Seat 
_ and Inſtrument : The very Members of the 
Body, being made ſervants unto Unrighte- 
ouſneſs thereby, Rom. 6. 19. It is [ndwelling 
Sin, the corrupted Fleſh, or Luſt that is in- 
tended. Many Reaſons might be giver of this 
metonymical expreſſion, that. I ſhall not now 
inſiſt on, The body here is the ſame with waa; 
avIgwr&, and ua mis duagſizs, the Old. many 
and the body of Sin, Rom, 6.6. or it may /Y 
pechdochically expreſs the whole perſon con- 
fidered as corrupted, and the ſeat of Luſt, and 
diſtempered Aﬀections. | | 
' 2. The deeds of the Body,the word is @exZerx, 
| 4 aro df ens which 
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which indeed denoteth the- outward a&joxs 
chiefly. The works of the Fleſh, as they are 
called ; 7 #g3a ms ones, Gal. 5.19, which are 


there ſaid to be manifeſt : and are enumera- 


ted. Now though the outward deeds are here. 


*onely expreſſed, yet the s2ward andnext Can- 


ſes are chiefly intended; .the Axe &' ro be laid 
ro: the root_ of the tree: The Deeds of the 
Fleſhare to be mortified in their Cauſes, from 
whence they ſpring: the Apoltle: calls them” 
Deeds, as that which every Luſt rends unto : 
Though it do but concezve, and prove abortive, 
itayms to bring forth a perfeth Sn. | 
Having both in the ſeventh and the begin- 
ning of this Chapter treated of 12dwelling 


Luſt and Sin, 'as the Fountain and Principle of 


all finfull Actions, he here mentions its De- 
ſtruction under the name of the Effets which 
it doth produce. agg 44 ovuarl, are as 
much as -gewrnue T5 ELTYTLE Row. 8. 6, the weſ- 
dom of the Fleſh; by a meronymie of the ſame 
nature with the former; or as the mInuar, 
and 4Ivyuiay, the paſſions andIluſts of the fleſh, 
Gal. 5. 24. whence the deeds and fruits of it 
do ariſe: and in this ſence is the” Body uſed 
verſe. TO. The body is dead becauſe of ſin. 

3. To Mortifie; +: Swans, if ye put ta 
death: a Metaphorical Expreſſion, taken from 
the putting of any living thing to:death. To 
Kill a Man or any other living thing, is to 

; 0-4 _ take 


"YE The Wortification . 
| takeaway the proxciple of all his frength, vi-- s 
gour and power, fo that hecannot a&, or exert, 
or put forth any proper Actings of his own ;; 
ſo it. is in this Caſe. /ndwelling Sin is com-: | 


. pared to a Perſons: a living Perſon,. called the 


old man, with his faculties, and properties, his # 


wiſdom, craft, ſubtilty, ſtrength ; this. ( ſayes 


the Apoſtle) muſt be killed, pat to death, Aor- . 


tified :. that is, have its power, life, vigour and 
ſtrength to produce its-Effects taken away by 
the Spirit. .It is 'indeed merizoriouſly and by 
way of Example utterly wortsfied and ſtain 
by the Croſs of Chriſt : and the Old man is 
thence ſaid to be erucified with Chriſt, Rom. 
6, 6. andour ſelyes to be dead with bim, verſ.8, 
and really, inirially in Regeneration, Rom.6, 
3>4,5- when a Principle coxtrary to it, and 
deftruttive of it,Gal. 5. 17. is planted in-our 
hearts; but the. whole. work is by degrecs 
to. be carried on towards Perfetion all our 
dayes. Of this more in the Proceſs of our 
Dnicourſe,..-;-:- + | "PENIS 

Fre Intendment of the-Apoſtle. in this pre- 
. fcription of the Duty mentioned, is, that The 
Adortification of. Indwelling Sin, remaining 
7 our mortal bodies, that it may not have 
Life and Power to bring forth the Works or 
Deeas of the fleſh, #5 the conſtant Duty of Be: 
kevers, | 


3s The promiſe unto this -daty is Life : ye 


ſhal 
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ſhall hve. The Life promiſed, is oppoſed toi 
the Death threatned inthe clauſe foregoing : 


If ye live after tht fleſh, ye ſhall die; which 
the ſame ' Apoſtle whats expreſſeth ; Je. 


- © ſhall of the fleſh reap corruption; Gal. 6. 8. or 


. deſtruction” from God. Now perhaps the 
word may not only intend"erernal Life, but. 
alſo the ſpiritual Life in Chriſt, which here 
we have; not as to the Eſſence and'being of 
it, which is already enjoyed by Believers, but 
asto the joy, corfort, and vigour of it : As the 
Apoſtle ſayes in- another caſe, Now T bve if 
ye ſtand faſt, 1 Thefſ.. 3.g. Now my Lite 
will do me good; I ſhall have joy and confore 
with my lite: ye ſhall live, lead a good, 
vigorous, comfortable, ſpiritual Life whilelt 
you are here, and obtain Eternal Life here- 
after. 

Suppoſing what was faid before of the con- 
nexion between \ Mortification and "Eternal 
Life, as of Means and End, I ſhall adde one- 
ly as a ſecond Motive to the Duty preſcribed, 
that 

The vigour and power and comfort of our 
 ſniritual Life, depends on the' Mortification of | 
, the aeeas of the fleſh, 


CHAP. 


" no _ The Mortification 


CHAP. II, 


The principal Aſſertion concerning the Neceſſi- 
fy of Mortification propoſed to Confirmation, 
AMortification the Duty of the beſt believers, 
Col.3.5. I Cor. 9g. 27. Inawelling Sin al- 
wayes abides: No Perfeltion in this Life. 
Phil. 3.12. I Cor. 13.12, 2 Pet. 3.18, Gal, 
5.17. &c. The Altwity of abiding ſin in Be- 
levers: Rom. 7.23. Jam. 4.5. Heb.12.1. 
Its Fruitfulneſs and Tendency. Every Luſt 
aims . at the height in its kind. The Spirit 
and new Nature given to contend againſt 
Tudwellins Sin, Gal. 5.17. 2 Pet. 1.4,F. 

| Rom. 7.23. T he fearfull Iſſue of the Neg - 
lett of Mortification. Rev. 3.2. Heb. 3.13. 
The-firſt general Principle of the whole Diſ- 
courſe bence confirmed. Want of this Duty 
lamented. 


Hs laid this Foundation, a brief Con- 
K firmation of the forementioned principal 
Deduttions will lead me to what I chiefly in- 
tend. The firſt 1s, 


That The choiceſ# believers, who are aſſu- 


redly freed from the condemning power of Sin, 
ought yet to make it their buſineſs all their dayes 


ro mortifie the Indwelling power of Sin. 
90 
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of Sin in Believers. II 
So the Apoſtle, Col. 3. 5. Mortifie there- 


fore your members, which are upon the earth. 
"Whom ſpeaks he.to? ſuch as were r:ſenwith 


Chriſt, verf. 1. ſuch as were dead with bim, 
verſ. 3. ſuch as whoſe Life Chriſt was, and 
who ſhould appear with him.in Glory, verl. 4. 
Do you wmortifie ; do you make it your daily 
work, bealwayes at it whileſt you live, ceaſe 


not a day from this work; be killing Sin,or  _ 


it will be killing you ; your being dead with 
Chriſt virtually, your being quickened with 
him, will not excuſe you from this work. 
And our Saviour tells us, how his Father deals 
with every branch in him that beareth fruit, 
every trueand living Branch; Ze pargeth it, 
thatit may bring forth more fruit, Foh. 15. 2. 
He prunes it, and that not for a day or two, 
but. whileſt it is a brazch in this world. And 
the Apoſtle tells you what was his practice, 
1 Cor. 9.27, Theep under my body, and bring 
itinto ſubjefFion, I do it (ſaith he) daily, it 


is the work of my Life, I omit 1t not; this 


is my Buſineſs, And ifthis were the work and 
bufineſs of Paxl, who was ſo incomparably 
exalted in Grace, Light, Revelations,. Enjoy- 
ments, Priviledges, Conſolations, above the 
ordinary meaſure of Believers; where may 
we poſhbly bottom an Exemption from this 
Work and Duty whileft weare in this world, 
Some brief account of the Reaſons hereof may 
be glven, I. 1n- 


Fo 2 The Mortifcation. 


1. Indwelling pn alwayes abides , whileſt 
Wwe. are in this world, therefore it is alwayes 
to. be:mortifeed. The vain, fooliſh, and igno- 
rant diſputes of men, about perfe# keeping 
of the Commands of God, of perfeition inthis 
Life, of being wholly and perfeitiy dead to fin, I 


meddle not now with. It is more than probable, 


that the men, of thoſe Abominations, never 
knew what belonged to the keeping of any 


one. of Gods Commands ; and-are ſo much © 


. below perfefion of degrees, that they never 
attained to a perfeition of parts in Obedi- 
. ence, or #nzverſal Obedience in ſincerity, And 
therefore many inour dayes who have talked 
of perfettion, have been wiſer, And have af- 
firmed it to confilt in knowing no difference 
between good and evil. Not that they. are 
perfect in the things we call good, hut that 
all is alike to them; and the height of Wic- 
kedneſs is their Perfection. Others who have 
found out a new way to it, by denying 0or:- 
ginal indwelling Sin, and a tempering the /p:- 
rituality of the Law of God, unto mens: carnal 
Hearts; as they have ſufficiently diſcovered 
themſelves to be ignorant of the Life of Chriſt, 
and the power of it in Believers, .ſo they have 
invented a new Righteouſneſs, that the Go- 
ſpel knows not of', being vainly puffed up 
by their fleſhly minds. For us, whodare not 
be wiſe above what i written , nor boaſt bY 
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other mens lives of what God hath not done 
fvr-us, we ſay, that /ndwelling S:n lives in ns 
in. ſome meaſureand degree whileſt we are in 
this world. We dare not ſpeak as though we had 


already attained, or were already perfett, Phil. 


3.12, our inward man #4 to be renewed day by 


day, whileſt here we live, 2 Cor. 4. 16. andac- 


cording to the Renovations of the new, are the 
breaches and decayes of the old. W hilett we are 


here, we know bur in part, 1 Cor. 13.12. having. 


a remaining darkneſs to be gradually removed, 


by our growth in the knowledge of our Lord Fe- 


ſus Chriſt, 2. Pet. 3.18. And the Fleſh luſteth 
againſt the Spirit, ſo that we cannot do the 
things that we would, Gal. 5:17. andarethere- 
fore defetive in our Obedience as well as in 
our Light, 1 Fob. 1.8. We have a body of death, 
Rom. 7. 24. from whence we are not deliver- 


ed, bur by the death of our bodies, Phil. 3, 27. | 
now it being our Duty to mortifie, robe kill 


ing of Sin; whileſt it is in'us, we mult be ar 
work. He that. is appointed to kill an Enemy, 
if he leave ſtriking, before the other ceaſes 


living, doth but halthis work. Gal: 6.9; Heb.. 


12.7.3 RW 7 2. 


2, Sindoth not onely ſtill abide in us, but | 


\ 


is ſtill ating, ſtill labouring to bring forth - 


the deeds of the Fleſh; When bnlets us alone, 
we may let Sin alone: Burt as Sin is never 
leſs quiet, than whenit ſeems to be moſt 


Guictz 


. * quiet; and ifs waters are for the moſt part | 
6:4 when they are ſtil]; ſo ought our con- 
' trivances againſt it to be; vigorous at all times, 
in all conditions, even where there is leaſt ſuſpi- 
tion. Sin doth not only abide in us, but the 
Law of the members is ſtill rebelliny againſt 
the Law of the Mind, Rom.7.23. and the 
Spirit that dwells in us luſteth to Envy, Far. 
4. 5. It is alwayes in continual work, the 
fleſh luſteth againſt the Spirit, Gal, 5. 17, Luſt 
is ſtill zempreng and conceivipg lin, Fam. 1. 14. 
In every Moral Action, it is alwayes either 
inclining to evil, or hindring from that which 
is good, or disframing the Spirit from-Com- 
munion with God. It zzcl:nes to Evil ; the evil 
that I would not, that I do, faith the Apoſtle, 
Rom. 7. 19. whence is that? why becauſe in 
me, that 5, in my fleſh dwelleth no good thing - 
and it hinders from good; the good that 7 
would do, ' that I do net, verſ. 19, upon the 
ſame account, -either I do 1t not ; or not as 
I ſhould; all my Holy things being defiled by 
this Gn. The fleſh luſteth againſt the Spirit, that 
ye cannot do the things that ye would, Gal.5.17. 
and it untrames our Spirit; and thence is 
called the fin that ſo eaſily beſers us, Heb. 12.7. 
on which account are thoſe grievous Com- 
laints that the Apoſtle makes of-i1t Rom. 7. 
0 that:ſin is alwayes aCting, alwayes con- 
eciving, alwayes ſeducing andtempting. Who 
| can 
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. can ſay that he hadever any thing to. do with 


God, or for God, that s,awelling Sin had not 
an hand in the corrupting of what he did. And 
this trade will it drive 'more or lefs all our 
dayes; If then fin will be alwayes Acting, if 
we be not -alwaycs Mortifying, we are loſt 
Creatures. He ther ſtands ſtill, and ſuffers his 
Enemies to double blowes upon him without 
reſiſtance, will undoubtedly be conquered in 
the iſſue.: If Sin be ſubtil, watchful}, ſtrong 
and alwayes at work in the buſineſs of killing 
our S:uls, and we be flothfull, negligent, 
fooliſh, in proceeding to the ruine thereof, 
can we expect a comfortable Event? Thereis 
not a day but fin foils, or is foiled; prevails, 
or is prevailed on; and it will be ſo whileſt 


' welive inthis world. I ſhall diſcharge him from 


this Duty, who can bring ſin to a Compoſition, 
to a.ceſſation of Arms in this Warfare; if it will 
ſpare him any oneday,in any one duty, (provi- 
ded he bea perſon that is acquainted with the 
ſpirituality of Obedience, and the ſubtilty of 
{in) let 'him ſay to his Soul, as to this Duty, 
Soul take-thy reſt, The Saints whoſe Souls 
breath after deliverance from-its perplexing 
Rebellion, know there is no ſafety againſt it, 
but ina conſtant Warfare. | 

3. Sin will not onely be fir:ving, ating, 


' rebelling, troubling, diſquieting, but it let alone, 


if not continually wor:fied, 16 will bring forth 
| greats 
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The Apoitle tells us what the works and fruits 
of it are, Gal. 5. 19, 20,21. The works of the 
fleſh are manifeſt; which are, Adultery , for- 
nication, uncleanneſs, laſciviouſneſs, idolatry, 
witchcraft, hatred, variance,emulations, wrath, 
ſtrife, ſeditions, hereſies, envyings, murthers, 
drunkenneſs, revellings, and ſuch like. You 
know what it did in Dav:4, and ſundry others. 
Sin aims alwayes at the utmoſt : every time 
it riſes up'to tempt or entice, might it have 
its own courſe, it would go out to the utmoſt 
fin in that kind. Every unclean Thought or 


Glance wov!d be Adultery, if it could ; every 


covetous Deſire, would be Oppreſſion; every 
thought of Unbelief would be Atheiſm, might 


It grow to its head, Men may come to that, 


that ſin may not be heard ſpeaking-a ſcanda- 
lous word in their hearts; that is, provoking 
to-any grear fin with ſcandal in its mouth; 
but every riſe of Luſt, might it have its courſe, 
would come to'the height of Villany. Ir is 
like the Grave, that is never ſatisfied. And 
herein lies no ſmal} ſhare of the deceirfulneſs 
of Sin, by which it prevails to the hardening 
of men,. and ſo to their ruine: Heb, 3. 13. lt 
is modeſt as it were in its firſt morions and Pro- 
poſals; but having once got footing in the 
heart by them, it conſtantly. makes good its 
Sround, and preſicth on to fome_ farther de- 
| | erecs 


| \qreatycurſed, ſcandalois, Soul-deſtroying ſins, 


Bj, with Propak PEA. 
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grees in the ſamekind; This new'aCting and 


_ - preſſing forward, makes the Soul take little 
' Notice of what an entrance to a falling off 


from God is already made; it thinks all is 
indifferent wel], if there be no farther progreſs ; 
and ſo far as the Soul is made inſen{ible of - 
any fin, that is, as: to ſuch a ſenſe as the 
Goſpel requireth, ſo far it is hardned : but 
Sin is ſtill preſſing forward ; and that becauſe 
it hath zo bounds but utter Relinquiſhment 
of God, and oppoſition to him;z that 1t pro- 
ceeds towards its height by degrees, making 


| good the ground it hath got by Hardneſs, 1s 


not from its Natrre, but its Deceirfulneſs. 
Nowmnothing can prevent this, but Adort:fi- 
cation, That withers the Root and firikes at 
the Head of Sin every Hour, that whatever it 
ayms at, it is crofſed in. There is'not the beſt 
Saint in the world, but if he ſhould give over 
this Duty would fall into as many curſed ſins 
as ever any did of his kind. 

4. This is one main reaſon why the Spirit 
and the new Nature is given unto-us, that 
we may havea Principle within, whereby to 
oppoſe Sin and Luit : The Fleſh luſteth againſt 
the Spirit : Well, and what then? Why. the 
Spirit alſo luſteth aoainſt the Fleſh, Gal. 5.17. 
There is a propenfity in the Spzr:z, or ſpirt- 
tual new Nature, to be acting againſt the 


Fleſh, as well as inthe Fleſhto be acting againſt 
hs | the 


the Spirit: So 2 Per. 1.4,5. It 1s our par- 
ticipation of the Divine Nature, that gives 
us an eſcape from the pollutions that are in the 
world through luſt: and Rom. 7. 23. there is a 
law of the mind, as well as a law of the men- 
bers, Now this is, (1) The moſt Unjuſt and 
unreaſonable- thing in the world; when two 
Combatants are engaged, to bind one,and keep 
him up from doing his utmoſt, and to leave 
the other at liberty to wound him at his plea- 
ſure. And, (2) The Fooliſheſt thing in the 
world, to bind him who fights for our Eter- 
nal Condition, and to let him alone who ſeeks 
and violently attempts our everlaſting ruine, 
The Contelt is for our /zves.and ſouls. Not to 
be daily employing the Spir:i* and New Va- 
ture, for the Mortifying of Sin, is to neglect 
that excellent ſuccour, which God hath given 
vs againſt our greateſt Enemy. If we neglect 
to make uſe of what we have received, God 
may juſtly hold his hand from giving us more. 
His Graces as well as his Gzfts are beſtowed 
on us. to uſe; exerciſe, and trade with, Not 
to be daily morrifying lin, is to fin againſt the 
Goodneſs, Kindneſs, Wiſdom, Grace, and Love 
of God, who hath furniſhed us with a Prin- 
ciple of doing it. | 

5. Negligence in this Duty caſts the Soul 
into a perfect contrary Condition to that, 


which the Apoſtle afiirms was his, 2 Cor. 4.16. 
Though 
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eyes everyday. Ste we 


On} fin io Meter mn. 
Though our outward: man periſh, our inyard 
man # renewed day by day. In theſe the In- 


ward man periſheth, and the Outward man 


is renewed day by day. *Sin1s as the. bouſe of 
David, and Grace as the houſe of Saul; Exer- 
ciſe and ſucceſs are the two main cheriſhers 
of Grace in the heart; When it is ſuffered to 
lye till, it withers and decayes; the things 
of it are ready todye, Rev. 3. 2. and Singets 


' ground- towards the hardening of .the beart ; 


Heb.3.13. This is that which I intend; by 
the Omiſſion of this duty, Grace withers, Lult 
flouriſheth, and the Frame of the Heart growes 
worſe and worſe : and the Lord knows what 
deſperate and fearful iſſues it hath had with 
many. Where Sin through the Neglect- of 
Mortification gets a conſiderable Victory, It 
breaks the bones of the Soul, P/al. 31. 10. 
Pſal. 5 1.8., and makes a man weak, -fick,: and 


ready to. dye, Pſal. 38. 3,4, F- that he can- 


not look up, P/al, 4o. 12. Iſa. 33.24, and 


when poor -Creatures will take blow aſter 
blow, wound after wound, foil after foil, and 
never. rouſe up themſelves to a vigorous Qp- 
poſition; can they expect any thing but to-be 
hardenedithrough the degertfulneſs of fin; and 
that their Souls ſhould bleed to death, 2\Foh. 8? 
Indeed it-is a fad thing to conſider the fearfull 
ues of this. Negle, which lye under..6ur 
not thoſe whom: we 


G2 knew 
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knew humble, melting, broken-hearted Chri- 


ſtians, tender and fearfull to offend, zealous 


for God, and all his wayes, his Sabbaths, and 
Ordinances, growh, through a neglect of 
watching unto this Duty, earthly, carnal, cold, 
wrathfull, complying with the men of the 
world, and things of the World, to the Scan- 
dal of Religion, and the fearfull Temptation 
of them that know them ? The truth is, what 
between placing mortification in a rigid ftub- 
born Frame of Spirit, which is for. the moſt 
part earthly, legal, cenſorious, partial, con- 
Gent with Wrath, Envy, Malice, Pride, on 
the one hand, and pretences of Liberty, Grace, 
and I know not what on the other, true Evan- 

elical Mortification is almoſt loſt amongſt us, 
of which afterwards. 

6. It is our Duty to be PerfeCting Holineſs 
in the fear of the Lord, 2 Cor. 7. 1. To be 
growing in Grace every day, T Pet. 2. 2, 
2 Pet. 3. 18. To be renewing our inward 
man day by day, 2 Cor, 4. 16. Now this 
cannot be done without the daily Aores- 


Fying of ſin: Sin ſets its ſtrength againſt | 


every AQ of Holineſs, and againit every de- 
Sree we grow to. \Let not that man think 
he. makes any Progreſs in Holineſs, who 


walks not over the bellies of his Luſts ; He, 


who doth not kill Sim in his way, takes no 
ſteps towards his Journeyes End, He who 
29 finds 
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finds not: oppoſition from it, and who ſets 
not himſelf in every particular to its Afors 


rification, is at peace. with it, not dying to 
mh Tie 


This then is the firſt General Principle 
of our enſuing Diſcourſe: Notwithitanding 
the meritorious Mortification (11 I may, fo 
ſpeak) of all and every Sin in the Croſs of 
Chriſt; notwithſtanding the real Foundation 
of univerſal Mortification laid in our firſt 
Converſion, by Conviction of Sin , humilia- 
tion for fin, and the Implantation of a new 
Principle, oppoſite to it, and deſtruttive of 
it; yet Sin doth ſo remain, ſo act, and 
work, in the beſt of Believers, whileſt they 
live in this world, that the conſtant daily Mor- 
tification of it is all their dayes :ncumbernt on 


.them.. Before I proceed to the Conſideration 


of the nexr Principle, I cannot but by the 


way complain of many Profeſſors of theſe days; 


who initead of bringing forth ſuch great 
and evident Fruits of fortification, as are 
expected, ſcarce bear any Leaves of it. There 
is indeed a. broad Light fallen upon the men 


, of this Generation; and together therewith 


many ſpiritual Gifts communicated; which 
with ſome other Conſiderations have wonder- 
fully enlarged the bounds of Profeſſors and 
Profeſſion; both they and it are exceedingly 
multiplyedand increaſed. Hence there is a noi : 
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of Religion and Religious Duties'in every. 


corner; preaching in abundance; and that not 


in an empty, light, trivial and vain manner, as 


formeriy, but to a gpod proportion of a ſpi- 
ritual Gift ; ſo that if you will meaſure the 
number of Believers by Light, Gifts and'pro- 
feſſion, the Church may have cauſe to fay, 
Who hath born me all theſe ? But now if you 


will take the meaſure of them by this great 
diſcriminating Grace of Chriſtians, perhaps 


you will find their number not ſo multjplyed, 


Where almoſt is that Profeſſor, who'owes his. 


Converſion to theſe dayes of Light, and ſo 
talks and profeſles at ſuch a rate of Spirituali- 
ty, as few in former dayes were in any mea- 
ſure acquainted with, (I will not judge them, 
but perhaps boaſting what the Lord hath done 
in them ) that doth not give evidence'of a 
miſerably unmortified heart ? if vain ſpending 
of T ime, idleneſs, unprofitableneſs in mens pla- 
ces, envy, ſtrife, variance, emulations, wrath, 
pride, worldlizeſs , ſelfiſhneſs, (1 Cor. 1.) be 
Badges of Chriſtians, we have them on us 
and amongſt vs in abundance. And-if it'be ſo 
with them who have much LZ:ghe, and which 
we hope is ſaving; what ſhall we ſay of ſome 
who would be accounted religiozs , and yet 
deſpiſe Goſpel Light, and for the Duty: we 
have in hand, know no more of it, but what 
conſiſts 'in mens -Denying themſelves ſome- 
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times in outward Enjoyments, which is one 
of the outmoſt Branches of it, which yet they 
will ſeldom praQtiſe! The good Lord ſend out 
a ſpirit of Jortification to cure our Diſltem- 
pers, or weare in a ſad Condition. 

There are two Evils which certainly attend 
every anmortified Profeſlor. The fir(t in him- 
ſelf, the other 1n reſpect of others. 

I. In himſelf, let him pretend what he will, . 
he hath ſlight thoughts of Sin; atleaſt of fins 
of daily infirmity. The Root of an unmorti- 
fied Courle, is the digeſtion of Sin, without 
bitterneſs in the heart; Whena man hath con- 
firmed his Imagination to ſuch an Apprehen- 
lion of Grace and Aercy, as to be able without 
bitterneſs to ſwallow and digeſt daily fins, that 
man is at the very brink of z4rning the Grace 
of God into laſciviouſneſs, and being hardened 
by the deceitfulneſs of $in. Neither is there a 
greater Evidence of a falſe and rotten heart 
in the world, than to drive ſuch a Trade. 


To uſe the blood of Chriſt, which 1s given to 
_ Cleanſe wi, 1Foh. 1.7. Tit. 2,14, The exal- 


ration of Chritt, which 1s to give us Reper- 
tance, Att.F.31. the Doftrine of Grace, which 
teaches us to deny all ungodlineſs, Tit, 2.11, 
12, to countenance Sin, is-a Rebellion, that 
in the iſſue will break the boxes, At this-doot 
have gone-out from us, molt of the profeſſors 
that have Apoſtarized in the dayes wherein 
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we live, for a while they were moſt of them 
under Convictions ;- theſe kept them unto 


Duties, and brought them to Profeſſion. So. 


they eſcaped the pollutions that are in the 
world, through the knowledge of our Lord Fe- 
fas Chriſt, 2 Pet. 2, 20. But having got an 
acquaintance with the Doctrine, of the Go- 
ſpel, and being weary. of Duty, for which 
they had no Principle, they began to coun- 
tenance themſelves 1n manifold Neglects, from 
the Doctrine of Grace. Now when once this 


evil had laid hold of them, they ſpeedily tum- 


bled into perdition, 

2, To others, it hath an evil Influence on 
them, on a twofold account. Ms 

1. It hardens them, by begetting in them 
a Perſwaſion that they are in: as good Condi- 
tion as the beſt Profeſſors. Whatever they ſee 
In them, is ſo ſtained for want of this Mor- 
tification, that it is of no value with them: 
They have Zeal for Religion, but it is ac- 
companyed with want of forbearance, and uni- 
verſal Righteouſneſs. They deny Prodigality, 
but with worldlineſs: They ſeparate from 
the World, but live wholly to Themſelves, 
taking no care to exerciſe loving Kindneſs in 
the Earth : or they talk Spiritually, and live 
Vainly : mention Communion with God, and 
are every way conformed to the World; 
boating of Forgiveneſs of Sin, and never For- 


Siving 
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giving others: And with ſuch Conſiderations - 


do poor Creatures harden their hearts in their 
Unregeneracy. 

2. They deceive them in making them be- 
lieve, that if they cancome up to their Con- 
dition, it thall be well with them; and ſo 'it 
growes an Eafie thing, to have the great 
Temptation of Repute in Religion to wreſtle 
withall: when. they may go far beyond them, 


as to whatappears in them, and yet come 


ſhort of Eternal Life; but of theſe things, 
and all the Evils of unmortified walking, af- 
terwards. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. III. 


' The ſecond general Principle of the Means of \ 
Adortification propoſed to Confirmation. The 
Spirit the onely Author of this work, Va- 


nity of Popiſh Mortification diſcovered, 
Hany means of it uſed by them not appoint- 


ed of God, Thoſe appointed by him abuſed. 


The miſtakes of others in this buſineſs. The 


' Spirae. ts promiſed Believers for this work, 
Ezek. 13. 19. Chap, 36. 26. All that we 
receive from Chriſt is by the Spirit, How 
the Spirit Mortifies ſin, Gal. 5. 19, 20, 21, 
22,23. The ſeveral wayes of his Operations 
to this end propoſed, How his Work, and 
our Duty. Des 


HE next Principle relates to the great 
Sovereign Cauſe of the Mortification 
treated of, which, in the words layd for the 
Foundation of this Diſcourſe, 1s ſaid to be the 
Spirit, that is, the Holy Ghoſt, as was evin- 
ced. 
 Heonly is ſufficient for this work, All wayes 
and-means without him are asa thing of noughtr; 
and He is the great Efficient of it, He works 7: 
#, as he pleaſes... | 
1. In vain do men ſeek other remedies, 
they ſhall not be healed by them, What ”_—_ 
ra 
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ral wayes have been preſcribed for this, to: 
have fin wortified, is known. The greateſt 

part of Popiſh Religion, of that which looks - 
moſt like Religion in their Profeſſion, conſiſts 
in miſtaken Wayes and Means of Mortifica- 
tion. This is the pretence of their rough gar- 
ments, Whereby they deceive. Their Yows, 
Orders, Faſtings, Penances, are all built on- 
this ground, they are all for the mortifying'of 
Sin. Their Preachings, Sermons, and Books of 
Devotion, they look all this way. Hence thoſe 
who interpret the -Locuſts that came out of 
the bottomleſs pit, Rev.g9.2. To bethe Freers 
of the Romiſh Church, who are ſaid to tor- 
ment men, ſo that they ſhould ſeek, death and 
not find it, verſ. 6, think, that they did it by 


their ſtinging Sermons, whereby they convin- 


ccd them of Sin, but being not able todiſco- 
ver the Remedy for the healing and Merti- 
fying of it, they kept them in perpetual An- 
Suiſh and-Terrour, and'ſuch trouble in their 
Conſciences, that they deſired to dye, This 
I fay is the ſubſtance and Glory of their Reli- 
gion : but what with their labouring to mor- 
tifie dead Creatures, ignorant of the Nature 
and Endof the work, what with the Poyſon 
they mixt with it, in their perſwaſion of its 
Merit, yea Supererogation, (as they ſtyle ' 
their unneceſſary merit, With a proud barba- 


rous title) their glory is their ſhame; but of 


them 
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them and their 2Lorrification, more afterwards: 
chap. 8. 

That the Wayes and Mearns to be uſed for 
the Mortification of fin, znvented by them, are 
ſtill :nſfted on and preſcribed for the ſame end 
by. ſome, who ſhould have more /:ghr and 
Knowledge of the Goſpel, is known. Such 
DireCtions to this purpoſe have of late been 
Siven by ſome, and are greedily catch'd at by 
others profeſſiing themſelves Proteſtants, as 
might have become Popiſh Devotioniſts three 
or four hundred years ago. Such outſide En- 
deavours, ſuch bodily,Exerciſes, ſuch ſelF-per- 
formances, ſuch meerly Legal Dutses, without 
the.leaſt mention of Chr:/t, or his Spirit, -are 
varniſhed over with ſwelling words of vanity, 
for the onely Means and Expedients for the 
Mortification of fin, as diſcover a deep rooted 


unacquaiatedneſs with the power of God, and. 


Myitery of the Goſpel. The conſideration 
hereof, was one Motive to the, publiſhing of 
this plain Diſcourſe, oY 
Now the Reaſons why the Papiſis can never 
with all their Endcavours truely mortifie any 
one fin, amongſt others, are, 
1, Becauſe many of the Wayes and Means 
they uſe and inſiſt upon for this End, were 
never appointed of God for that purpoſe. 
Now there is nothing in Religion that hath 
any Eflicacy for compaſſing an End, but it hath 
it 
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it from Gods Appointment of it to that pur- 
poſe. Such as theſe are, their rough Garments, 
their Yows, Penances, Diſciplines, their Courſe 
of Monaſtical Life, and the like, concerning 
all which Gecd will ſay, Who bath required 
theſe things at your hands ? and 1n vaindo you 
wor ſhip me, teaching for Dottrines the Tradi- 
tions of men. Of the ſame Nature are ſundry 
ſelf-vexations, inſiited on by others. 


| 2. Becauſe thoſe things that are appointed 


of God as Means, are not uſed by them in 
their due Place and Order : ſuch asare Pray- 
ing, Faſting, Watching, Meaitation, and the 
like; theſe have their uſe in the buſineſs in 


and Faith, rhey look on them to do it by vir- 


' tue of the work wrought. If they faſ# ſo 
much, and pray ſo much, and keep their hoxrs ! 


and times, the work is done: As the Apoſtle 
ſayes of ſome in another caſe, they are al wayes 
learning, never coming to the kzowledge of the 
Truth ; ſo they are alwayes mortifyi;ng, but 


hand. But whereas they are all to be looked | 
on as ſtreams, they look on them as the foun- | 
tain, Whereas they effe& and accompliſh the ! - 
End as Means onely ſubordinate to the Spirze | 


\ 
' 


never come to any ſound Aortificarion, . In a | 


zifie the Natural man, as tothe Natural life 


a word, they have ſundry Means to wor- | 


here we lead, none to mortifie Zuſ# or Cor- 


YUPHON, 


This 
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This is the general miſtake of men igno- 


rant of the Goſpel, about this thing; and it 
lyes at the bottom of very much of that Su- 
perſtition and Will-worſhip that hath been 
brought into the world ; what horrible ſelf. 
macerations were practiſed by ſome of the 
ancient Authors of Afonaſtical Devotion ? 
what violence did they offer to Nature? what 
extremity of ſufferings did they put them- 
ſelves upon ? ſearch their wayes and Prin- 
ciples to the bottom, and you will find, that 
it had no other root but this miſtake, namely, 
that attempting r-9:d Mortification, they fell 
upon the zatural mar, initead of the corrupt 
old man; upon the body wherein we live, 
inſtead of the Body of Death. 

Neither will the narural Popery. that is in 
others doe it, Menare gal/'d with the Guilt 
ofa Sin, that hath prevailed over them : they 
inſtantly promiſe to themſelves and God, that 
they willdo fo no wore ; they watchover them- 
ſelves, and pray, for a ſeaſon, untill this bear 
waxes cold, and the ſenſe of Sin is wory off, 
and ſo Mortification goes alſo, and .Sin re- 
. turns to its former Dominion : Duties arc ex- 


cellent food for an healthy Soul ; : they are no | 


phyſick.for a ſick, Soul. He that turns his. mear 
into his medicine, mult expect no great ope- 
ration. Spiritually ſick men cannot ſwear out 
their diſkemper with worksng, But this is the 

way 
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way of men that deceive their own Souls z as 
we ſhall ſee aſterwards. TY, 

That none of theſe wayes are ſufficient, is 
evident from the Nature of the work-it ſelf 
that is to bedone; it is a work that requires 
ſo many concurrent actings in it, as no ſelf- 
Endeavour can reach unto.; andis of that kind, 
that an Almighty Ererey is neceſſary for its 
accompliſhment, as ſhall be afterwards mani- 
felted. 46" 2H 

It is then the work of the Spirit. For, 

I. He is Promiſed of God to « unto 
us, to do this work; the taking Iway of the 
ſony heart, that is, the ſtubborn, proud, rebel- 
liows, unbelieving Heart, is in general the work 
of Mortification that we treat of, Now this is | 
ſtill promiſed to be done by the Spirit : Ezek. 
II. I9. Chap. 36.26. 1 will give my Spirit, 
and take away the ſtony heart : and by the Sps- 
rit of God is this work wrought, when all 
Means fail. 1ſa. 57. 17, 18. | 

2, We haveall our 4ortification from the 
Gift of Chriſt, and all the Gifts of Chrilt are 
communicated to vs, and given us by the' Sps- 
rit of Chriſt. Without Chriſt we can do nothing, 
Foh. 15. 5. All communications of Supplyes 
and Relief in the beginnings, increaſings, att- 
ings of any Grace whatever from him, are by - 
the Spirit, by whom he alone works in and 
upon Believers. From him we have our Afor- 

| tification : 


| us 
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tification: He is exalted and made a Prince 
and a Saviour, to give Repentance unto us : 
AXQ. 5. 31, and of our Repentance our 2or- 
rsfication is no ſmall Portion, How doth he 
doe it? having received the Promiſe of the 
Holy Ghoſt, he ſends him abroad for that 
end: Atd.2.33, You know the manifold Pro- 
miſes he made of ſending the Spirit, as Ter- 
z#llian ſpeaks, vicariam navare operam , to 
do the Works that he had to accompliſh in 


The Reſolution of one or two Queſtions 
will now Tead me nearer to what I principally 
intend. 
The firſt ts, 
Q. How doth the Spirit mortifie Sin ? 2 
1 Anſwer, in general three wayes. 

A. 1. By cauſing our hearts to abound in. 
Grace, and the Fruzts that are contrary to the 
Fleſh, and the Fruits thereof, and Principles of 
them. Sothe Apoltle oppoſes the Fruits of the | 
Fleſh, and of the Spirit: The Fruits of the 
Fleſh (ſays he)are ſo and ſo, Gal. 5. 19, 20. 
but ſayes he, the Fruits of the Spirit arc quite 
contrary, quiteof another ſort, v. 22, 23. Yea, 
but what if theſe are in us, anddo abound, may 
not the other abound alſo ? No, ſayes he, v. 24. 
T hey that are Chriſt's have crucified the fleſh, 
with the affeftions and luſts : But how ? Why, 
v.25. by lwing inthe Spirit, and walking after 
the 
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the Spirit: That is, by the abounding of theſe 
Graces of the Spirit in us, and walking accord- 
ing to them, For, ſaith the Apoſtle, theſe are 


contrary one to another, v. 17. ſothat they can- 


not both be in the ſame ſubject; in any intenſe 
or high degree. This Renewing of us by the 
Holy. Gholt, as it is called, Tt. 3.5. is one 
great way of ſortification : He cauſes us to 
grow, thrive, flouriſh, and abound in thoſe Gra- 
ces which are contrary, oppoſite,and deſtructive 
to all the fr azrs of the Fleſh, and to the quiet, or 
thriving of indwelling ſin it ſelf. _ 

2. By a real, phyſical Efficiency on the Root 
and Habit of Sin, for the weakning, deftroy- 
ing and taking it away, Hence he is called a 
Spirit of Fudgement and Burning,. Wa. 4.4. 


really conſuming and deſtroying our Lults. He 
takes away the ſtony hearr by an Almighty Et- 


ficiency; for as he begins the work as to its kind, 
ſo he carries it on asto its degrees.” He is the 
Fire which 64r#5 up the very root of Lult. | 

3. He brings the croſs of Chriſt into the 
Heart of a Sinner by Faith, and gives us Com- 


muntion with Chriſt in his Death, and Fellow--, 


ſhip in his ſufferings ; of the manner whereof 


more afterwards, | 
©. If this be the work of the Spirit alone, 


| how is it, that we arecxhorted to it ? Seeing 


the Spirit of God only can doe it, let the work 
be left wholly to him. ._ 


** 
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* — Fl. 1. It is no otherwiſe the work of the 
Spirit, but as all Graces and good Works which 
are inus, are his: He works in us to will and 
to doe of his own good pleaſure, Phil. 2. 13. He 


works all. our works zn us, Iſa, 26. 12. the 


work of Faith with power; 2 Thefl. 1, 11. 

Col. 2. 12, He cauſes us to pray, and is a Sp:- 

7it of Supplication, Rom. 8.26, Zach. 12. 10. 

and yet we are exbzrted, and are to be ex- 

horted to all theſe, ' | 

2. He doth not ſo work our Mortification 

in us, asnot to keep it ſtill an Act of our Obe- 

dience, The Holy Ghoſt works 57 us, and #por: 

us, as we are fit to be wrought zx, and por, 

that is, ſo as to preſerve our own liberty, and 

free Obedience. He works upon our Vnder- 

ſtandings, Wills, Conſciences, and Aﬀettions, 
zgrecably to their own Natures; He works 

in 4, and with us, not againſt us, or without 
us; fo that his Aſſiſtance is an Encourage- 
ment, -as to the facilitating of the Work, and 

no Occaſion of zeglett as to the work it ſelf. 

And indeed | might here bewail the endleſs 

Fooliſh labour of poor Souls, who'being con- 
vinced of fin, and nor able to ſtand againſt the 

Power of their Convictions, do ſet themſelves 

by innumerahb's perplexing Wayes and Duties 
to keep down ſin, but being firangers to the 
Spirit of God, all in vain. They combat with- 


ut Victory, have War without Peace, and. 


are 
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[” are inflavery all their dayes. They ſpend their : 


ſtrength for that which, is not bread, and their 
labour for that which profiteth'not.. 

' This.is the ſaddeſt warfare that any poor 
Creature can be engaged in;z A Soul under 


the power of Conviction from the Law, is 


prefled to fight againſt Sin, but hath noſtrength 
for the Combat. They cannot but fighr, and 
they can never conquer, they are like. men 
thruſt on the Sword of Enemies, on-purpoſe 
to be ſlain, The Law drives them on" and Sin 
beats them back. *Sometimes they think 1in- 
deed that they have foyled fin; when they 
have onely raifed 4 duſt, that they ſee it-not z 
that is, they diſtemper their natural Aﬀections 
of Fear, Sorrow, and Anguith, which makes 
them believe that fin is conquered, when it is 
not touched, By that time they are cold, they ' 
mult to the battail again; and the Luft which 
they thought to be ſlain,"appears to have had 
no wound. | eV EAI! 
And if the Caſe be ſo ſad with themi who 
do labour and ſtrive, and yet enter ot into the 


Kingdom; what is their Condition who d4e- 


ſpiſe all this? Who are perpetually under the 
Power and Dominion of Sin, and love: tohave 
it ſo: and are troubled at nothing but that 
they cannot make ſuſficient proviſion for the 
Fieſh, to fulfill the Luſts thereof; -- | 
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CHAP. IV. 


The laſt Principle ; of the uſefulneſs of Morti- 
fication. The Vigour and Comfort of our 
ſpiritual Life depend on our Mortification, 
In what fence. Not abſolutely and neceſſa- 
rily, Pſal. 88. Heman's Condition. Not as 
on the next and immediate Cauſe, AY a 
Means : by removing of the Contrary. The 
deſperate Effetts of unmortified Luft : 
weakens the Soul; Pſal. 38. 3, 8. Ps 
wayes: and darkens it. All Graces tmproved 
by the Mortification of Sin. The beſt Evi- 
dence of Sincerity, - 


HE laſt Prineipte I ſhall inſiſt on, omit- 
ting, 1. The Neceſſity of Mortificati- 
0 unto Life : And, 2, The Certainty of Life 


upon Mortefication; 1s, 


That the Life, Vigour, and Comfort of our 
ſpiritual Life depends much on our Mortifica- 
tion of Sin. 

_ Strength, and Comfort, and Power, and 
Peace tn. our walking with God, are the things 
of our deſires. Were any of us asked ſeri- 
oully, What it is that troubles vs, we muſt re- 
Ferre it to one of thieſe heads; either we want 
firength, or power, v; igour and life, in our Obe- 
atence, 
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dience, in our walking with God; or we want 
peace, comfort, and conſolation therein, W hat- 
ever it is, that may befall a Belzever, that doth 
not belong to one of theſe zwoheads, doth not 
deſerve to be mentioned in the 4ayes of our 
Complaints. Now all theſe do much depend 


'. on 4 conſtant Courſe of Mortification; con- 


cerning which obſerve, 

I, I doe not ſay they proceed from it; as 
though they were xeceſſarilytyed to it. Aman 
may be carried on in a conſtant courſe of Aor- 
refication all his dayes, and yet perhaps never 
enjoy good day. of Peace and Conſolation.  Soit 


- was with Hemarn, Pal. 88. His life was a life 


of perpernal Mortification, and walking with 
God, yet terrours and wornds were his portion 
ail his dayes : But God fingled out Zeman 
( a choice Friend) to make him an Example to 
tem that afterwards ſhould be 1n diitreſs. 
Canit thou complain ifit beno otherwiſe with 
thee than it was with Heman, that eminent ſer- 
vant of God? And this ſhall be his prayſe to 
the end of the World ; God makes it his Pre- 
rogative to ſpeak Peace and Conſolation : 1/a. 
57.18, 19. I will do that work, ſayes God ; - 
I will cofort him,v, 18, But how ? by an im- 


mediate work of the new Creation, I,Create it, 


ſayes God. The uſe of means for the obtain- 
ing of peace is ours; the beſtowing of it is 
God's Preropative, | 
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2. In the wayes inſtituted by God for to 
give us Life, Vigour, Conrage and Conſolati- 
on, Meortification is not one of the immediate 
Cauſes ofir, They are the Priw4ledges of our 
Adoption, 'made known to our Souls, that 
give us immediately theſe things. . The Sprrit 
bearing witneſs with our ſpirits that we are the 
Children of Ged: giving'us a new Name, and 


a white Stone, Adoption and Juſtification, that 


is, as to the ſence and knowledge of them, are 
the immediate Caufes (in the hand of the Spi- 
rit) of theſe things, But this I ſay, 

3. In our ordinary walking with God, and 
in an o7d:znary Courſe of his dealing with 4, 
the vigour and comfort of our ſpiritpal Lives 
depends much on our Afort:fication, not onely 
as a Cauſa ſine qua non, but as a thing that hath 
an effeCtual zxfiuence thereinto, For, | 

Firſt, This alone keeps Sin from deprivins 
us of the 6ze and the other: Every unmorti- 
fied fin will certainly do two things : 

1. It will weaker the Soul, and deprive it 
of its vigour. 

2, It will darkez the Soul, and deprive it 
of its Comfort and Peace. | 

(1,) It weakens the Soul, and Gdeprives it 


of its Strength : when David had for a while 


barboured an unmortified Luſt in his heart, it 


broke all his Boxes, and left him no ſpiritual | 


ffrength; nence he complained that he was 


ſick, 
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ſick, weak,, wounded, faint there is (ſaith he) 


no ſoundneſs in me, Pſal. 38. 3. 1 am feeble 


| and fore broken, verſ. $. Yeal cannot ſo much 


as look up, Pſal. 40. 12. An unmorttfhed Luſt 
will drink up the Spirit, and all the vigour 


of the Soul, and weaken it for all Duties, 


For, 
1. It untunes and unframes the Heart it 


ſelf, by entangling its Aﬀections. It diverts 
the heart from that ſpiritual Frame that is 
required for vigorous Communion with God. 
It layes ho!d on the Aﬀections, rendring its 
ObjeR beloved and deſirable ; ſo expeliingthe 
love of the Father, 1 Fob. 2.1. Chap. 3,17. 
So that the Soul cannot ſay «prighely and truely 
to God, Thou art my. portion, having ſome- 
thing elſe that it loves. Fear, Defire, Hope, 
which are the choice Aﬀections of the Soul, 
that ſhould be full of God, will be one way or 
other entangled with it. * 

2. It fills the Thoughts with Contrivances 
about it. Thoughts are the great Parveyors of 
the Soul, to bring in proviſion to ſatisfic its 
Aﬀections; and it Sin remain #amortified in 
the Heart, they mult ever and anon be ma- 
king proviſion for the fleſh, to fulfill th: Luſts 
thereof, They mult g/aze, adorn, and dreſs the 
Objefts of the Fleſh, and bring them home to 
Sive ſatisfaction, And this they are able todo, 
nm the ſervice of a defiled Imagination, beyond 
all cxpteſſion, D 4 3.0 
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3. It breaks out and actually binders Du- 
. The ambitious man muſt be fudying, and 
2 worldlins mult be working or contriving, 
and the ſenſual vain perſon providing himſelf 
for vanity, when they ſhould be engaged in the 
Worſhip of God. 

Were this my preſent buſineſs, to ſet forth 
the Breaches, Ruine, Weakneſs, Deſolations, 
that one unmortified Luſt will bring upon a 
Soul, this-Diſcouſe mult be extended much 
beyond my Intendment, 

(2.) AsSin weakens, ſo it darkens the Soul. 
It is a cloud, a thick,cloud, that ſpreads it ſclf 
over the Face of the Soul, and intercepts all 
the beams of Gods Love and Favour, It takes 
away all ſenſe of the Priviledge of our Adopti- 
on : and if the Soul begins to- gather up 
Thoughts of Conſolation, Sin quickly-ſcatters 
them. Of which afterwards. 
| Now in this regard doth the vigour and 
power of our ſpiritual life depend on our 7or- 
rification, It is the onely Means of the Re- 


moval of that, which will allow us ncither the | 


one nor the other, Mcn that are ſick and wound- 
ed under the power of L»ff, make many Ap- 
plications for Help; they cry to God, when 
th= Perplexity of their Thoughts overwhelms 
them; even to God do they cry, but are not 


delivered; in vain do they uſe many Reme- | 


dies, they ſhall not be healed, So Hof. 5. 13. 
| Ephraim 
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Ephraim ſaw his ſickneſs, and Fudah his wound, 
and attempted ſundry remedies, nothing will 


| doe, untill they come (v. 15.) to acknowledge 


their Offence, Men may ſee their Sickneſs and 
Wounds, bur yet if. they make not due Appli- 
cations their Cure will not be effected, 
Secondly, Mortification prunes all the Gzaces 
of God, and makes room for them in our hearts, 
to grow, The Life ana Vigour of our ſpiri- 
tual Lives conſiſts in the vigour and flourih-. 
ing of the Plants of Gracein our Hearts, Now - 
as you may ſce in a Garden, let there be a 
rectous herb planted, and let the Ground 
# untilled, and weeds grow about it, per- 
haps it will {ve ſtill, but be a- poor wither- 
ing, unuſefull thing; you mult look and ſearch 
for it, and ſometimes can ſcarce find it; and 
when you do, you can ſcarce know it, whe- 
ther it be the Plant you look for or no; 'and 
ſuppoſe it be; you can make no uſe of it at 
al! : when let another of the ſame kind be ſet in 
ground, naturally as barren and badas the other; 
but let'it be well weeded, and every thing that 
i5 woxious and hurrfull removed from it, it 


flouriſhes and thrives; you may ſee it at firſt 


look into the Garden, and have it for your uſe 
when you pleaſe, Soit is with the Graces of the 
Spirit that are planted in our hearts : That is 
true; they are ſtill, they abide in a heart where 
there is ſome Negl:& of Mortification, but 

they 
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they are ready todye; Revel, 3.2. they are 
withering and decaying. The heart is like the 
Sluggaras Field, ſo over-grown with weeds, 
that you can ſcarce ſce the good Corn, Sucha 
man may ſearch for Faith, Love and Zeal, and 
ſcarce be able to findany; and if he do diſco- 
ver that. theſe Graces are there, yet alive, 
and ſincere; ,yet they are ſo weak, ſoclogged 
witch Luſts, that they are of very little uſe; 
they remain indeed, but are ready to dye. 
But now lJet-the Heart be cleanſed by Aor- 
tification, the Weeds of Luit conſtantly and 
daily rooted up, (as they ſpring daily, 1Va- 
tre beings their proper ſoyl,) let Room be 
made for Grace to thrive and flouriſh ; how 
will every Grace act its part, and be ready 
for every ute and purpoſe / | 
Thirdly, As to.onr Peace; as there is no- 
thing that hath any Evidence of S:zceriry with- 
outiit, fo I know nothing that hath ſuch an 
Evidence of Sincerity init; which is no ſmall 
Foundation of our Pcace: Mortication is the 
Souls vigorous Oppclition to /e/f; wherein 
Sincerity is moſt evident. | 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. -V, 


The principal Intendment of the whole Diſconrſe 
propoſed. The firſt. main Caſe of Canſcience 
ſtated, What it 1s to Mortifie any Sin, nega- 
tively conſidered. Not the utter Deſtrutt;« 
0n of it in this Life. Not the Diſſumulation 
of it. Not the Improvement of any Natural 
Principle, Not the Diverſion of it, Not an 
Occaſional Conqueſt. Occaſional Conqueſts 
of. Sin, what, and when, Upon the Eruption 
of Sin, in time of Danger or Trouble. 


"Heſe things being premiſed, I come to' 
my: principal Intention, of handling ſome 
Queſtions, or prattical Caſes, that preſent 
themſelves '1n this buſineſs of Afortificarion 
of Sin in_ Believers: The firit, waich'is the: 
Head of all the reſt;: and whereunto they are» 
reduced, may be conſidered as lying under the 
enſving Propoſal. | 
Suppoſe a man to be a true Belzever, and 
yet finds in himſelf a powerfull Indwelling 
Sin, leading him caprive to the Law of it, con= 
ſuming his fleart with tronbie, perplexing his 
noughts, weakening his Sonl, ts to Duties 


of Communion with God, diſcuicting him as 


to Peace, and perhaps defiling his Conſcience, 
and cxpoſing him to Hardening through the 
Co 
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deceitfulneſs of $in; what ſhall he doe? what 
Courſe ſhall he take and infiit on, for the 
Mortificatton of this Sin, Luſt, Diſtemper, 
or Corruption, to ſuch a Degree, as that 
though it be not utterly deſtroyed, yet in his 


Contelt with it, he may be enabled to keep Fs 


up Power, Strength and Peace, in Communi- 
on with God ? 

In anſwer to this important Enquiry, I ſhall 
do theſe things. 

1, Shew what it is to mortzfie any Sin ; and 
that both Negatively and Poſitively, that we 
be not.miſtaken in the Foundation. 

; 2, Give general Directions for ſuch things, 


2s without which it will be utterly impoſſible. 


for any one to get any Sin truely and ſpiritually 
Mortifed. : | 
3. Draw out the Particulars whereby this 
is to be done; in the whole carrying on this 
Conſideration, that it is not of the Do@rine of 
Afeortification 1n general, but only in reference 
to the particular Caſe before propoſed, that [ 
am treating. | 
1. To Mortifie a Sin, 1s not utterly to kz1l, 
'root it out, and deitroy it, that it ſhould 
have no more hold at all, nor reſidence in 
our hearts. It 1s true, this 1s that which 15 
aymed at, but this is not in this Life to be ac- 
compliſhed. There'is no man that truely ſets 
himſelf to #0r1ifie any Sin, but he ayms at, 
intends, 
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intends, deſires its utter deſtruction ; that it 
ſhould leave neither Roo? nor Frazt in the 


Heart or Life. He would ſo kl it, that it 


ſhould never move or ſtirre any more; crye 
or call, ſeduce or tempt to Eternity. Its #08 
being, is the thing aymed at. Now though 
doubtleſs there may by the Spirit and Grace 
of Chrilt, a wonderfull ſucceſs, and Eminency 
of viftory againſt any fin be attained; fo that 
a man may have almoſt conſtant r7:wmphb over 
it; yet an utter k:/l;ng and deſtrudtion of it, 
that it ſhould rot be, is not in this Life to 
be expected, This Paul aſſures us of, Phil. 
3. 12, Not a4s.though 1 had already attained, 
or were already perfett, He was a choiſe Saint, 
a pattern for Believers, who in Faith-and 
Love, and all the Fruits of the Spirit, had 


'not his Fellow in the world; and on that ac- 


count aſcribes perfe&ion to himſelf, in com- 
pariſon of others, verſ; 15. Yet he had not at- 
tained, he was not perfelt, but was following 


after : ſtill avi7e body he had, and we have, that 


muſt be changed by the great power of Chriſt 
at lait: v.21. This we would have, but God 
ſecs it beſt for us, that we ſhould be compleat 
in nothing inour ſelves; that in all rhings we 
might be compleat in Chrilt, which is belt for 

us, Col, 2. 10. 
2. 1 think I need not ſay, it isnot the dr/< 
ſerulation of a Sin; when a man on ſome out- 
| ward 
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ward reſpects forſakes the Practice of any fin, 
men perhaps may look on him as a changed 
man; God knows that to his former :7:quiry 
he hath added curſed hypocr:ſze, and is got in 
a ſafer path to Hell than he was in before; 
He hath got another Heart than he had, that 
is more cunning, not a new Zearr, that is more 
holy. : 

* - The Mortification of Sin conſilts not in 
the Improvement of a q#zet, ;ſedate Nature, 
Some men have an Advantage by their zatural 
Conſtitution, ſo far, as that they.;are not ex- 
poſed to ſuch vielence of unruly paſſions, and 
zumnultuous AﬀeCctions, as many others are, 
Let now theſe men cxltivate and improvetheir 
Natural Frame and Temper, by D:ſcipline, 
Conſideration and Prudence, and they may 
ſeem to themſelves and others, very mortified 
»1en, when perhaps their Hearts are a {tanding 
Sink, of all Abominations; ſome man is never 
ſo much troubled all his Life perhaps with 


anger and paſſion, nor doth trouble others, as 


another is almoſt every day ;* and yet the latter 
have done more to the Aortification of the 


fin, than the Forzer, Let not ſuch perſon5-trye 
their Mortihication by ſuch things as their 


natural T:::pcr- gives no Life or Vigour to : 
let them bring themſelves to [elf-denyaul, un- 
belief, envy, or ſome ſuch ſpirtual (in, and they 
will have a better 2:ew of themſelves. 
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4. A finis not Morrified, when it is onely 
diverted, Simon Magus for a ſeaſon left his 
Sorceries; but his Coveronſneſs and Ambition 
that ſet him on work, remained {till, and 
would have been aCting-another way : there- 
fore Peter tells him, 1 perceive thou art in the 
gall of bitterneſs; notwithitanding the Pro- 
feſſion thou haſt made, notwithitanding thy Re- 
linquiſhment of thy Sorcerzes, thy luſ# is as 
powerfull as ever in thee : the ſame luft, onely 
the ſtreams of it are diverted: it now exerts 
and puts forth it ſelf another way, but itis the 


old gall of Bitterneſs (till. A man may te fer- 


ſible of a luſt, ſet himſelf againlt the eruprrons 
of it, take care that it ſhall not'breek forth, 
as it hath done; but in the'mean time ſuffer 
the ſame corrupted habit to vent it ſelf ſome 
other way. As he who heals and 5kzns a run- 
ning Sore, thinks himſelf cured, bat in the 
mean time his Fleſh fefererh by the Corrupti- 
on of the ſame humonr, and breaks out in ano- 
ther place. And this diverſion, with the AL 
terations that attend it, often befalls men, on 
Accounts wholly foreign unto Grace ; change 
of the Courſe of Life that a man was in ; of 
Relations, Intereſts, Deſigns, may* effect it; 
yea the very Alterations in mens Conſtituti- 
ons, occaſioned by a natural Progreſs in the 
Courſe of their Lives, may produce - ſuch 
Changes 3s tneſe; men in Age donotuſually 

| erfiit 


Es 


perſiſt in the purſuit of yourbfull Iufts, al. 


though they have never mortified any one of | 


them. And the ſame is the Caſe of barrering 
of Luſts; andleaving to ſerve one, that a man 
may ſerve another. He that changes pride for 
worldlineſs, ſenſuality for Phariſaiſme, vanity 
in Himſelf to the conrempre of Others; let him 
not think that he hath Mortified the fin that 
he ſeems to have left. He hath ehanged hig 
Maſter, but is a Servant itil, 

5. Occaſional Conqueſts of Sin do nt a- 
mount to a-ortifying of it. 

There are two Occaſions or Seaſons, where- 
ina man who is contending with any ſi, may 
ſcem to himſelf to have mortefied zr. 

(1.) 'When it hath had ſome ſad Eruption 
to the diflurbance of his Peace, terrour of his 


Conſcience, dread of Scandal, and evident pro- 
vocation of God. This awakens and ſtirres up | 


all that is in the man, and amazes him; fills 


him with abhorrency of ſin, and himſelf for it; 


ſends him to God, makes him cry owt as fot 
Life, to abhorre his Luſt as Hell, and to ſet 
himſelf again(t it. The whole many /p:r:itual 
and zatural being now awaked, Sin ſhrinks in 
its head, appears not, but lyes as dead before 
him. As when one that hath drawn nigh to an 
Army inthe Night, and hath killed a principal 
perſon; inſtantly the guards awake, men are 
rouſea up, and ſtrict Enquiry is made after 

the 
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the Enemy ; who in the mean time, untill the 


noyſe and tumult be over, hides himſelf, or 
lyes like one that is dead, yet with firm Reſo- 
lution to do the like miſchief again, upon the 

like Opportunity. Upon the ſin among the 
Corinthians, ſee how . they muſter up them- 
ſelves for the ſurprizal and Deſtruction of it, 
2 Epiſt. chap. 7. verf. 11. So it is in a pers 
ſon, when a breach hath been made upon his 


_ Conſcience , Quiet, perhapz Creair, by his 


Luſt, in ſome Erwprion of Actual fin ; Careful- 
neſs, Indignation, Deſire, Fear, Revenge, are 
all ſet on work about it, and againſt it, and Luſt 
is quiet for a ſeaſon, being run down before 
them ; but when the hurry is over, and the n- 
queſt paſt, the Thief appears again alive, and 1s 
as buſic as ever at his work. | 
 (2.) In a time of ſome Fadgement, Calami- 
ty, or preſſing AfﬀliG&ion ; the Heart is then. 
taken up with Thoughts and Contrivances of 
ſiyins from the preſent rroubles, fears and dan- 
gers : This, as a convinced perſon concludes, 
is to be done, only by relenquiſhment of” Sin, 
which gains peace with God, It is the Anger 
of God in every Aﬀiction that galls a Con- 
vinced perſon. To be quit of this, men re- 
ſolve at fuch times againit their ſins. Sz 
ſhall never more have any place «n them; they 
wrt never agatn give up' themſelves to the ſer- 


not, 
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not, ſeems to be Mortified ; not indeed that j 
hath received any one wound, but meerly 
becauſe the Soul hath poſleſs'd its Faculties 
whereby it ſhould exert it ſelf, with thoughts 
inconſiſtent with the m0tzons thereof ; which 


when they are laid aſde, Sin returns again to} 


its former Life and Vigour, So they P/ſal. 
78.32. unto 38. Are a full Inſtance and De- 
| ſcription of this Frame of ſpirit whereof I 
ſpeak. 

For all this they ſinned ſtill, and believed not 
for bis wonderous works : 

Therefore their dayes did he conſume in va- 
nity, and their years in trouble, 

When he flew them, then they ſought him, 
and they returned, and enquired early after 
God, 

And they remembred that God was their rock, 
and the high God their Redeemer. _ 

Nevertheleſs they did flatter him with their 
mouth, and they lyed unto him with their 
FOngues. | 
For their heart was not right with him, nei- 
ther were they ſtedfaſt in his Covenant, 

I no way doubt, butthat when they ſonghr, 
and returned, and enquired early after God, 
they did it with full pxrpoſe of heart, as to the 
relinquiſhment of their {ins : It is expreſled in 
the wordi returned, To turn of return to the 
Lord, is by a Relinquiſhment of ſin. . This 
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they did early, with earneſtneſs, and diligence ; 
but yet their fin 'was «nmortified for all this, 
2. 36, 37. and this is the ſtate of many humz- 
liations in the dayes of Afii&#ton; and a great 
Deceit in the Hearts of Believers themſelves, 
lies oftentimes herein. 

Theſe: and many other wayes there are, 
whereby poor Souls deceive themſelves, and 
ſuppoſe they have mortified their Luſts, when 
they live and are Mighty, and on every Oc- 
cafion break forth to their diſturbance and 
diſquietneſs. 


CHAP. YL 


The Mortification of Sin in particular deſcri- 
bed. The ſeveral Parts and Degrees thereof. 
I. The habitnal weakning of its Root ana 
Principle, The Power of Luſt to tem[t. 
Differences of that Power to Perſons and 
Times, 2. Conſtant Fighting againſt. Sin, 
The Parts thereof conſidered. 3. Succeſs 4- 
gainſt it, The ſumme of this Diſcourſe. 


V FT Hat it ts to mortifie @ Sin in Gene- 
. ral, which will make farther way 
for . particular Direfions,, is nextly to be 
confidered. | 1 rode 
ES The 
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The Mortification of a Luſt conſiſts in three 
things. | 
1. An habitual weakening of it, Every Luſt 
isa depraved hab:t or Diſpoſition, continually 
inclining the Heart to evil: Thence is that 
deſcription of him ,who hath no Luſt truely 
mortified : Ger. 6.5. Every Imagination of the 
thoughts of his Heart 1s only evil continually, He 
is alwayes under the power of a ſtrong bent 
and Inclination to ſin, And the reaſon why a za- 
tural man is not alwayes, perpetually, in the 
purſuit of ſome oxe !uſ# night and day, 1s, be- 
cauſe he hath waxy to ſerve, every one crying 
to be ſatisfied; Thenice he is carried on with 
great variety, but {ill in general he lyes to- 
wards the ſatisfaction of ſelf. "0 
We will ſuppoſe then the /uſ# or diſtemper 
whoſe Mortificationis inquired after, to be in 
its ſelf a ſtrong, deeply rooted, habitual Incli- 
nation and bent of Will and Aﬀections unto 
ſome Actual fin, as to the Matter of it, (though 
not under thatforal Confideration,) alwayes 
ſtirring up [maginations, Thoughts and Con- 
trivances about the Object of it. Hence men 


are ſaid to have their Hearts ſer upon Evil, | 


| Row, 13. 14, the bent of their Spirits lyes 
towards it, to make proviſion for the fleſh, 
And a ſrafull depraved habit (as in many other 
things, ſo in this ) differs from all zatzral or 
moral habits whatever; for whereas they incline 
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the Soul gently and ſuitably to it ſelf, /znfull 
Habits impell with Violence and Impetuouſ- - 
neſs : whence Luſts are ſaid : 
to fight or wage warre againſt 779/71 2672 
the Soul, 1 Per. 2. 17, to pu dave 
rebell, or riſe up in Warre a_ _ 
with that Conduct and Op- | 
poſition which is uſual therein; Row. 7.23. 
to lead captive,or effetually captivating upon 
ſucceſs in battell : All works of great violence 
and impetuouſneſs. 

I might manifeſt fully from that deſcreipes- | 
oz we have ofit, Row. 7. How it will darken | 
the Mind, extinguiſh Conviftions , dethrone 
Reaſon, #nterrupt the Power and Influence of 
any Conſiderations that may be brought to 
hamper it, and break throngh all into a flame. il 
But this is not my preſent buſizeſs. Now the j 
firlt thing in Afortification is the weakening of ; | 
this Zabir of Sinor Luſt, that it ſhall not with | 
that violence, earneſtneſs, frequency, riſe up, | 
conceive, tumultuate , provoke, entice, dil- } 
quiet, as naturally it is apt to doe, Fam. 7, þ 
14 IF. 

I Qal deſire to give one Caution or Rule by 
the way; and it is this. Though every Lult 
doth in its own Nature, equally, unzverſally 
incline and impell to Sin, yet this mu't be 
granted with theſe twe Limitations: 

I, Oneluſt, ora luſt in one man,may receive 
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many accidental Improvements, herghtnings, 


and ffrengthnings, which may glve it /;fe, pow- 
er and vigour, excecdingly above what ano- 
ther Lu hath, orthe ſame lſ?, that is of the 
ſame Kind and Nature in another man, When 
a Luſt falls in with the natural Conſtitution 
and Temper, with a ſuztable courſe of Life, 
with Occaſions; or when Sathan hath got a 
fit 2aralc to it to manage it, as he hath a thou- 
ſand wayes ſo todo, that Luſt growes violent 
and impetuous above others, or more than 
the ſame luſt in another man; Then the ſteams 
of ir darken the Mind, ſo that though a.man 
knowes the ſame things as formerly, yet they 
have no power, nor influence on the Will, but 
corrupt Aﬀections and Paſſions are ſet by it 
at liberty. | | 

But eſpecially, Luſt gets ſtrength by T em- 


ptarion; when a ſuitable Temptation falls in / 


wi:ch a Luſt, it gives it a new life, vigour, 
power, 9zo/ence and rage which it ſeemed not 
before to have, or to be capable of. Inſtances 
to this purpoſe might be multiplyed ; but it1s 
the dclign of ſome part of another Treatiſe to 
evince this Obſervation. 

2. Some luſts are far more ſenſible and diſ- 
cernavle in their violent Actings than others, 
Paul puts a diffcrence between Uncleanneſs 
and al! other fins, 1 Cor. 6. 18, Flee fernica- 
Fa, every fin that a man doth, ts witbout the 

body, 
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| body, but he that committeth fornication ſin« © 


neth againſt bis own body, Hence the Motions 
of that fin are more ſenſible, more ds/cernable 
than of others; when perhaps, the. /ove of 
the World, or the like, is in a Perſon no 


| leſs habitually predominant than that, yet it 


makes not ſo great a combuſtion in the whole 
man. 

And on this account ſome men may goe in 
their own thoughts and in the eyes of the 
World, for mortified men; who yet have in 
them no leſs predominancy of Luſt, than thoſe 
who cry out with Aftoniſhment upon the ac- 
count of its perplexing Tumultuatings. Yea 
than thoſe. who have by the Power of it, been 
hurried into ſcandalous fins; onely their /uſts 
are in and about things which raiſe not ſuch a 
tumult in the Soul, about which they are ex- 
erciſed with a calmer Frame of Spirit ; the 
very Fabrick of Nature being not ſo nearly con- 
cerned in them, as in ſome other. TK 

I ſay then, that the firit thing in Mortifica- 
tion is the weakening of this Habit, that it 
ſhall not impell and tumulruate as formerly, 
that it ſhall not intice and draw aſide, that it 
ſhall not diſquier and perplex; the killing of 
its life, vigour, promptneſs and readineſs to 
be ſtirring, This is called erucifying the fleſh 
with the luſts thereof, Gal. 5. 24, that is, ta- 


king away its Blood and Spirits that give it 
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ſtrength and power, The waſting of the body 
of Death day by day, 2 Cor, 4.16. 

As a Man mayled to the Croſs; he fir 
ſtruggles and ſtrives\and cryes out with great 
Rrength and might; but as his Blood and Spi- 


rits waſte, his ffrivings are faint and ſeldom, 
his Cryes low and hoarſe, ſcarce to be heard, 


deal with it, it ſtruggles with great violence to 
break looſe; it cryes with Earneſtneſs and Im- 
patiency to be ſatrsfied and relieved ; but when 
by Mortification the blood and ſpirits of it are 
let out, it moves ſeldome and familiarly, cryes 
ſparingly,andis ſcarce heardin the beart ; It may 
have ſometimes a dying pang, that makes an 
Appearance of great v:gour and ſtrength, but 
It-is quickly over, eſpecially if it be kept from 
conſiderable ſucceſs, This the Apoltle deſcribes 
as in the whole Chapter, ſo eſpecially ver/, 6. 
of chap. 6. Rom, 

Sin, ſaith he, is crucified; it 1s faitned to the 
Croſs; to what End? that the body of Deatb 
may be deſtroyed; the Power of Sin weaken- 
ed, and aboliſhed by little and little ; that 
benceforth we ſhould not ſerve ſin, that is, that 
ſin might not incline, impell us with ſuch 
Efficacy, as to make us ſervants to it, as it 
hath done heretofore. And this is ſpoken not 
only with reſpect to carnal and ſenſual Af- 
f:Ctions, or Deſires of worldly things; not only 

in 
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in reſpect of the Luit of the Fleſh, the Luſt of 
the Eves, and the pride of Life, but alfoas to 
the fleſh, that is in the mind and will, in that 


' Oppoſition ynto God, which is in us by Na- 


ture. Of what Nature ſoever the troubling 
Diltemper be, by what wayes ſoever it make 
it ſelf out, either by impelling to Evil, or hin- 
derins from that which is good, the Rule ts the 
ſame, And vnleſs this be done effectually, 
all after-contention will not compaſs the End 
aimedat. Aman may beat down the bzrter Fruit 
from an evil Tree, untill he is weary ; whileſt 
the Root abides in itrength and vigour, the 
beating down -of the preſent Fruit will not 
hinder it from bringing forth more; this is the 
Folly of ſome men; they ſet themſelves with 
all earneſtneſs and diligence againſt the ap- 
pearing eruption of /ſ#, but leaving the -Prin- 
ciple and Root untouched, perhaps unſearched 


- out, they make but little or no'progreſs in this 


work of Mortification. 

2. In conſtant fighting and contending 8- 
eainſt ſin. To be able alwayes to be laying 
load on Sin, is no ſmall degree of Aortifica- 
tion, When Sin is frong and vigorous, the 
Soul is ſcarce able to wake any head againſt 
it, It ſzghs, and groans, and mourns, and 
is troubled, as David ſpeaks of himſelf, but 
ſeldom has Sin ,in the parſuir ; David com- 
plains that his Sin had taken faſ# hold 

upon 
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mport him, that be could not look up, Pſal. 40, 
72. How little then was he able to fight 
againſt it, Now ſundry things are required 


vato, and comprized in this fighting againſt 


Sin. 

i. To kyow that a man hath ſuch an Enemy 
to deal withall; to take notice of it, to con- 
fider it as an Ezemy indeed, and one that is 
to be deſtroyed by all means poſlible, is re- 
| Quired hereunto. As I ſaid before, the conteſt 
1s vigorous and hazardous; it is about the 
things of Ererniry. When therefore men have 
fteight and tranſient thoughts of their laſts, it 
is no great ſign that they are mortified, or 
that they are in a way for their Mortification, 
This is, every man's knowing the plague of his 
ewn heart, 1 Kino. 8.38. Without which no 
other work can be done; it is to be feared 
that 'yery many have little knowledge of the 
main Enemy, that they carry about them in 
their boſoms. This makes them ready to 
juſtifie themſelves, and to be impatient of re- 
proof or admonition,not knowing that they are 
in any danger, 2 Chron. 16. 10. 

2, To labour to be acquainted with the 
Wayes, Wiles, Mcthods, Advantages and Oc- 
calions of its ſucceſs is the beginning of this 
warfare, So do men deal with Enemies. They 
enquire out their connſels and deſigns, pon- 
der their Ends, conſider how and by what 

means 


ds 
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of Sin in Believers. 1. 
means they have formerly prevailed, that they 
may be prevented ; In this conſiſts the greateſt 
skill in conduct. Take this away,- and all 
waging of Warre (wherein is the greateſt 
improvement of Humane W:/dom and Indu- 


ſtry) would be brutiſh. So dothey deal with 


Luſt, who mortifie it indeed ; not onely when 
itis actually vexing, inticing, and ſeaucing, but 
in their Retirements they conſider, This is 


_ our Enemy, this is his way and Progreſs, 
theſe are his Advantages, thus hath: he pre- 


vailed, and thus he will do, if not prevented: 
So David, My (in is ever before me, Plal, 51, 2.” 
And indeed one of the choiſeſt and moit emi- 
nent parts of prattzcally ſpiritual wiſdom, 
confits in finding out the ſubtilties, policies, 
and depths of any indwelling Sin; to confider, 
and know wherein its greateſt ſrengrh lies; 
what Advantage it uſes to maxe of Occaſions, 
Opportunities , Temptations; what are its 
Pleas, Pretences, Reaſonings ; what its Stra- 
tagems, Colours, Excuſes; to ſet the wr/aom 
of the Spirit againſt the Craft of the-old Aſan, 
to trace this Serpent in all its turnings and 
windings; to be able to fay at its moſt ſe- 
cret, and {to a common Frame of Heart) im- 
perceptible actings, This is your old way and 
courſe, I know what you aim at; and ſo to be 
alwayes in readineſs, is a good part of our 
warfare, 
3. To 
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\ 3. Toload it daily with all the things which 
! ſhall after be mentioned, that are grievous, 
killing and deſtrultive to it, is the height of 
| this conteſ#; ſuch an one never thinks his /uft 
| dead becauſe it is Quiet, but labours (till to 
| Siveit new worrds, new blowes every day. So 
' the Apolile, Col, 3.5. 

Now whilelt the Soul is in this Condition, 
whileſt it is thus dealing, it is certainly upper- 
oſt, Sin is under the Sword and dy:xg, 

3. In ſucceſs; frequent ſucceſs again(t any 
tuft, is another part and Evidence of ortiþ.- 
cation; By ſucceſs, | underſtand not a meer 
diſappointment of Sin, that it be not brought 
Forth, nor accompliſhed ; but a widtory over 
it, and purſuit of it to a compleat Conquelt : 
For inſtance, when the Heart finds Szz at any 
| time at work, ſeducing, forming Imagina- 
tions to make proviſion for the fleſh, to fulfill 
the lults thereof, it inſtantly apprehends Sin, 
and brings it to the Law of God, and /ove of 
Chriſt; condemns it, followes it with execution 
to the uttermoſt, 

Now I ſay, when a man comes to this ſtate 
and Condition, that 1 is weakened in the root 
and principle, that its motions and ations are 
Fewer and weaker than formerly, ſo that they 
are not able to hinder his duty, nor interrupt 
his peace, when hecan in a quiet ſedate frame 
of Spirit, find out, and fight againſt Sin, Ra 
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have ſucceſs again{t it, then Sin is mortified in 
ſome conſiderable meaſure, and notwithftand- 
ing all its Oppoſition, a man may have peace 
with God all his dayes. | 
Unto theſe Heads then dol referre the Mor- 
tification aymed at; that is, of any one per- 
plexing Diſtemper, whereby the General pravs- 
ty and Corruption of our Nature atremprs to 
exert and put forth it ſelf. : 

1. Firſt, the weakening of its indwelling 
diſpoſition, whereby it nclines , intices, im- 
pells to evil, rebells, oppoſes, fights againſt God, 
by the implanting habitual reſidence, and che- 
riſhing of a prenc:iple of Grace, that ſtands in 
direct oppoſition to it, and is deſtructive of it, 
is the Foundation of it. So'by the :mplanting 
and growth of humility 1s pride weakened, paſſi- 
on by patience, uncleanneſs by purity of Mind 
and Conſcience, love of this world by heaven- 
ly-mindedneſs, which are Graces of the Spirit, 
or the ſame babitnual Grace variouſly ating ir 
ſelf by the Holy Ghoſt, according to the va- 
riety or diverſity of the ObjetFs about which 
it isexerciſed ; as the other are ſeveral Lufſts, 
or the ſame natural Corruption varionſly 
acting its ſelf according to the various Ad- 
—_ and Occaſions that it meets with- 
all, 

2, The promptneſs, alacrity, vigour of 
tae Spirit, or New 24ar in contending with, 

cheer- 
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cheerfull- fighting againſt the Luſt ſpoken of, 


by all the Wayes, and with all the Means that 
are appointed thereunto, conitantly uſing the 
ſuccours provided againlt its morions and alt. 
3ngs, is a ſecond thing hereunto required, 

3. Succeſs unto ſeveral degrees attends theſe 
two, Now this, if the diſtemper. hath not an 
inconquerable Advantage from its natural ſity. 
ation , may poſſibly be to ſuch an «ziwerſal 
Conquelt, as the Soul may never more ſen- 
ſibly feel its Oppoſition, and ſhall however 
aſſuredly ariſe to an allowance of Peace to the 
Conſcience, according to the tenour of the 
Covenant of Grace. | 


CHAP. VII. 


Gereral Rules, without which no Luſt will he 
mortified, No Afortification unleſs a man be 
a Believer. Dangers of attempting Aortifi- 
cation of Sin by Unregenerate Perſons. The 
Duty of wnconverted Perſons, as to this bu- 
ſineſs of Mortification, conſidered, The va- 
mty of the Papiſts Attempts, and Rules for 
Aortification thence diſcovered. 


þ b E wayes and Means whereby a Soul 
may proceed to the Xortification of any 
particular /z/# and Sin, which Satan takes Ad- 

vantage 


. 
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vantage by, to diſquiet and weaken him, comes 
next under Conſideration. 

Now there are ſome General Confiderats- 
015 to be premiſed, concerning ſome Principles 
and Foundations of this work, without which 
20 man inthe world, be he never ſo much raiſed 
by Convidtions, and reſolved for the Mortifi- 
cation of any Sin, can attain thereunto. 

General Rules and Principles, without 
which no Sin will be ever mortified, are 
theſe, 

1. Unleſs a Man be a Believer, that is, one 
that is truely zngrafred into Chriſt, he can 
never mortifie any one Sin; I donot ſay, un- 


leſs he know himſelf to be ſo, but unleſs z-- 


deed he be ſo. Mortification is the work of 
Believers, Rom. 8. 13, If ye through the Spe- 
rit, &c, Ye Believers, to whom there is ao 
condemnation, verſ, 1. They alone are ex- 
horted to it. Col. 3.5. fortifie therefore your 
members that are upon the earth, W ho ſhould 
mortifie? You who are riſen with Chriſt, - 
verſ. 1. whoſe Life #5 hid with Chrift in God, 
verſ. 3. who ſhall appear with him in Glory, 
verſ, 4. An unregencrate man may do ſome- 
thing like it, but the work it ſelf, fo as it may 
be acceprable with God, he can never perform. 
You know what a Picture of it is drawn in 
ſome of the Philoſophers, Seneca, Tu'ly, Epidte- 
e4, what affectionate Diſcourſes _—_— 
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of contempt of the World, and Self, of regu 
lating and conquering altexorbitant Aﬀectiong | 


and Paſſions. The Lives of moit of them ma- 
nifeſted, that their Maxims differed as much 
from true Mortification, as the Sz» painted 


on a Sign-poſt, from the Sun in the Firma. | 


ment, They had neither Light nor Heat, Their 
own Lucian ſufficiently manifeits what they 
all were. There is no Deach of Sin, without 
the Death of Chritt, You know what At- 
tempts there are made after it by the Papiſts, 
in their Vows, Penances, and Satisfattions; | 
dare ſay of Them (I mean as many- of them as 
act upon the Principles of their Church, as 
they call it,) what Paul {ayes of 1ſracl in point 
of Righteouſneſs, Rom. 9g. 31, 32. They have 
followed after Mortification, but they have 
not Attained to it; Wherefore ? Becauſe they 
ſeek, it not by Faith, but a: it were by the works 
of the Law. The ſame is the State and Con- 
dition of all amongſt our ſelves, who in Obe- 
dience to their Convictions, and awakened 
Conſciences, do attempt a Relinquiſhment of 
Sin; they follow after it, but they do nor At- 
tain It. 

It is true, it 2s, it wil! be required of every 
perſon whatever, that hears the Law or Go- 
ſpel preached, that he mortifie Sin; It is his 
Duty, but it is not his :wmediate Duty ; It 
is his Duty to doit, but to do it in Gods way. 
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if you require your Servant to pay ſo much 


. Money for you in ſuch a place, but firſt to 


g0-and take it upin another; it is his Duty 
to pay the Money appointed, and you will 
blame him if he do it not; yet itwas nothis 
immediate Duty 3 he was firſt to take it up, 
according to your diretFion, So it is in this 
Caſe; Sinis to be morrified, but ſomething is 
fobe done in the fir/# place to enable us there- 


| unto. 


1 have proved, that it is the Spirit alone 
that can mortifie Sinz He is promiſed to doe 


' it, and all other means without him are empry 


*; 


and vain. How ſhall he then morrsfie Sin, 
that hath not the Spirie? A man may eaſier 
ſee without Eyes, ſpeak without. a Tongue, 


than truely orrefie one Sin without the Spi- 


rit, Now how is he attained ? It is the Spire 
of Chriſt; and ( as the Apoſtle ſayes,) if we 
have not the Spirit of Chriſt, we are none of his, 
Rom, 8.9. So, if weare Chriſts, have an 1n- 
tereſt in him, we have the Spzrze, and ſo alone 
have-power for Mortification. This the Apo- 
{tle diſcourſes at Jarge, Row. 8.v. 8. So then 
they that are in the fleſh cannot pleaſe Ged, It 
is the Inference and Concluſion he makes of his 
foregoing Diſcourſe about our Natural ſtate 
and Condition, and the Enmity we have unto 
God and his Law therein, If we are in the 
freſh, if we have not the Spirit, we cannot do 


any 
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any thing that ſhould pleaſe God. / But what 
iWotirddiverancefrom this Condition, verſ. g, 
But ye re not in the fleſh, but in the Spirn, 
if ſo be that the Spirit of 'God dwell in you: 
YeBlievers, that have the'Spir:t of Chr;#t, ye 


are not. in'the fleſh, "There 15 no way of De. 


liverance from the State- and Condition of be- 
ing.in the fleſh, but by the Spirit of Chriſt, 
And what if this Spirit of Chriit be in you? 


why then you are mortified, verl, 10. the Bo. | 


dy 1s dead becauſe of Sin, or unto it; Morti- 
fication is carryed on; the New Man's quic- 
kened to Righteouſneſs. This the Apoſtle 
proves verſ. 11. from the Vion we have with 
Chriſt by the Sprrir, which will produce ſar- 
able Operations in us, to what it wrought in 
him.” All attempts then for Mortification of 
any \Luſt, without an Intereſt in -Chrift, are 
vain, Many men that are ga'led with and for 
Sin, (the' arrowes of Chriſt for Conviction by 
the Preaching of the Word, or ſome Aﬀition 
having been made ſharp in their hearts )-do 
vigorouſly ſet themſelves again{t this or that 
particular Z#/#, wherewith their Conſciences 
have been molt diſquiered or perplexed, But 
poor Creatares ! they labour in the Fire, and 
their work conſumeth., When the Spirit of 
Chriſt comes to this work, he will be as Re- 
finers Fire, and as Fullers Sope, and he will 
purge men as Gold and Sriver, Mal,3.3. take 

away 
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_ away their droſs and. tin; their filth and blood, 


as //4.4. 3. But men muſt be Gold and Silver 


in. the bottom, orelſe Refining will do them 


no. good, The Prophet gives us the ſad iſlue 
of wicked mens utmoſt Attempts, for orts- 
fication, by what Means ſoever -that God 
affords them, Fer. 6. 29, 30. The Bellowes are 
burnt, and the Lead 1s conſumed of the fire, 


the Founder melteth in vain, Reprobate Silver 


ſhall men call them, becauſe the Lord. hath re- 
jetted them ; And what is the Reaſon: hereof ? 
v.28.they were Braſs and Iroz when they were 
put into the Furnace; Men may refine Braſs 
and Jroz long enough before they will be good - 


Silver, 


I ſay then, Aortification is not the preſent 
buſineſs of #nregenerate. men. God calls them 
not toitas yer. Converſion 1s their work. The 
Converſion of the whole Soul, not tHe'ſortifi- 
cation of this or that- particular Luſt. You 
would {augh at a man, that you. ſhould ſee 
ſetting up a great Fabrick,, and never takeany 
care for a Fonrialation; eſpecially if you ſhould 
ſee him ſo fooliſh, as ;that having a.thouſand 
Experiences, that what he built oneday, fell 
down another, he would yet continue -in. the 
ſame courſe. Soit is with convinced Perſons; 
Though they plainly ſegs that. what ground 
they. get: againſt Sin,;one-dayy they lole 2nc- 
ther,: yet.-they will go on in the-ſame Road 
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63 The Mortification 
ſtill, without enquiring where the deſiring 


flaw in their progreſs lyes. When the Fewes 
upon the Convittion of their Sin were cut t 


. the heart, ACt. 2.37. andcryed out what ſhall 
© we doe? What doth Peter direct them to? 
Does he bid them go and worrtifie their prids, 
wrath, malice, cruelty, and the like? no, he 
knew that was not their preſent work, buthe 
calls them to Converſion and Faith in Chrit 
in Genera), ver/. 38. Let the Soul be firk 
throughly converted, and then /ookzng on him 
whom they had pierced, Humiliation and Mor- 
tification will enſue. Thus when Fohx: cameto 
preach Repentance and Converſion, he ſaid, The 
Axe is now laid to the root of the tree, Mat, 
3.10. The Phariſees had been laying hear 
Burthens, impoſing zediozs Duties, and rigid 
means of Mortification, in Faſtings, Waſh- 
3ngs, and the like, all in vain: Sayes Foby, 
The Dottrine of Converſion is for you, the ax: 
in my hand is laid to the roo. And our St 
viour tells us what is to bedone in this caſe; 
ſayes he, Do men gather Grapes from Thorns? 
Matth, 6. 16. But ſuppoſe a Thorn be wel 


pruned and cut, and have pains taken with ( 


him ? Yea but he will never bear Figgs; verl, 
17, 18, It cannot be but every Tree will 
bring forth Fruit'aecording to its own kind, 
What is then t6 'be*done, he tells us, Marr. 
12.33. Make the Tree Good, and his Fruit - 
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be good: The Root muſt be dealt with, the 


Nature of the Tree changed, or no good Fruit 
will be brought forth. | 
This. is that I aymat, unleſs a man be Re- 
exerate, unleſs he be a Belzever, all Attempts 
that he can make for Aſortification, be they 
never ſo ſpec:oxs and promifing, all Means he 
can uſe, let him follow them with never ſo 
much Diligence, Earneſtneſs, Watchfulneſs 
and Contention of Mind and Spirit, are to no 
purpoſe; In vain ſhall he uſe many remeadtes, 
be ſhall or be healed, Yea there are ſundry 
deſperate Evils attending an Endeavour in coz- 
vinced Perſons that are no more but ſo, to per- 
form this Daty. 

Firſt, The mid and Soul is taken #p about 
that which is not the mans proper buſineſs, 
and ſo He is diverted from that which is ſo. 
God layes hold by his Word and Fudgements 
on ſome $:z in him, galls his Conſcience, diſ- 
quiets his heart, deprives him of his Reſf; now 
other Diverſions will not ſerve his tary ; He 
maſt apply himſelf to the work before him, 
The buſineſs in hand being to awake the whole 


Man unto a conſideration of the State an4 


Condition wherein he &, that he might be 
brought home to God inſtead hereof, he ſets 
himſelf to mortifie the Sin that galls him; 
which is a pure ;ſſue of Self-love, to be freed 
from his rronble ; and not at all to the work he is 
| F-4 called 


—— 


called unto ; and ſo is diverted from it. Thug 


God tells us of Ephraim, when he ſpread his 


Net upon them, and brought them down as | 


the Fowls of Heaven, and cbaſtsſed them, Fo. 
7.12, ceanght them, intangled them, convinced 
them, that they could not eſcape; ſaith heof 
them, They return, but not to the moſt High: 
They ſet themſalves to a Relinquiſhmert of Sin, 
but not .in that manner by univerſal converſion 
as God called for it. Thus are men diverted 
from coming unto God, . by the moſt gloriow 
wayes that they can fix upon to come to him 
by.. And this is one of the moſt comiion de- 
ceits whereby men ruine their own Souls; ! 
wifh. that ſome. whoſe Trade it is to dawb with 
untempered Meorter in the things of God, id 
not teach this Deceit, and cauſe the Peopleto 
erre by their Ignorance : What do men doe? 
what oft-times are they directed ute, when 
their Conſciences are galled by Sin, and Dif- 


gictigent from the Lord hath laid hold upon | 
[i 


em ? 1s not a Relinquiſhment of the Sin as 
to Practice, . (that they are inſome Fruits of it 
perplexed withall,and making head againſt it,) 
the ſumme of what they apply themſelves 
unto? and. is not the Goſpel End of their 
Convictions loit thereby ? Here men abide and 
periſh, | | 
Secondly, This Duty being a thing good in 

it ſelf, in its proper pface, a Duty evidencing 
Since- 


' . 
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| Sincerity, , bringing home Peace to the Con: 


ſcience; a man finding himſelf really engaged 
in it, his Mind and Heart ſet againſt this or 
that Sin, 'with purpoſe and Reſolution to have 
no more to-do with it, he 1s ready to conclude, 
that his fare and Condition is good, and ſo to 
delude his own Soul. For, © 

(1.) When his Conſcience hath been made 
fick with Sin, and he could find no reft, when 
he ſhould go to the great Phyſitian of Souls, 
and get bealing in his Blood ; the Man by this. 
Engagement againſt Sim, pacifies and quiets 
his Conſcietice, and fitsdown without going 


to Chrilt at all, Ah ! how many povy Souls are 


thus deladed to Eternity! When Ephraim ſaw 


by fckneſs, he ſent to King Fareb, Hoſ.5.13. 


which Kept him off from God. The whole 
bundle of the Popiſh Religion-is; made up of 
Deſigns/and contrivances to pacifie Conſcience 
without Chrilt ; all deſcribed by the Apollte, 
Rom. 10.4. 

(2.) By this means'men ſatisfie themſelves 
that theip State and Condition is pood, ſeeing 
they do that which is'a work good init felf, 
and they donot do it to'be' ſeen. They knoiv 
they would have the work done in ſincerity, 
and ſo are hardened in a kind of elf Righte- 
ouſneſs, 

(3.) When a man hath thus for a ſeaſon 
been deluded, and hath deceived his oF agoul, 
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and finds in a lozg courſe of Life, that indee 
his Gn is not mortified, or if he hath changy 
one,” he hath gotten another; He begins x 
length to think, that all contending is in vain 
he ſhall never beableto prevail: He is makin 
a Dam againſt Water that increaſeth on hin 
Hereupon he gives over, as one deſpairin 
of any ſucceſs, and yields up himſelf to th 
power oſfin, and that habit of Formality th 
he hath gotten, 
And this is the uſual Ifſue with Perſons a 
tempting the fortification of fin without y 
Tntereſ# inChriit firſt obtained. It delxdes the 
bardens them,deſtroyes them. And therefore uf 
ſee that there are not uſually more vile an 
deſperate ſinners in the world, than ſuch 
having by Convittion been put on this Covtrl 
have found it fruitleſs, and deſerted it wit! 
- out a diſcovery of Chriſt. And this is th 
ſubſtance of the Religion and Godlineſs « 
the choiſeſt Formaliſts in the world; and « 
all.thoſe who in the Roman Synagogue ar 
drawn to Mortification as they drive Indian 
to Baptiſm, or Caxrel to water, I ſay the 
that Mortification is the work of Believer; 
and Believers onely. To k/l fin is the work 
living men; where men are dead, (as all U 
believers, the beſt ofthem are gead,) lin is alive 
and will ve. 
2. It is the work of Faith ; the pron 
Work 
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- work of Faith; Now if there be a work tobe 


done that will be effected by oe only inſtru- 
ment , it is the greateſt madneſs for any to 
attempt the doing of it, that hath not that 


Inſtrument. Now it is Faith that parifies the 


Heart, AQt. 15. 9. or as Peter ſpeaks, we purs- 
fie our Souls 1n obeying the Truth through the 


' Spirit, 1 Pet, 1.22. And without it, it will not 


be done. 

What hath been ſpoken, I ſuppoſe is ſuffi- 
cient to make good my firſt general Rule : Be 
ſure to get an Intereſt in Chriſt, if you intend 


to mortifie any ſin, without it it will never be 


done. | 

Ob. You will ſay, What then would you 
have anregenerate men, that are convinced of 
the Evil of fin do ? Shall they ceaſe ffriving 
againlt ſin, live d:fſolutely, give their Luſts 
their ſwinge,and be as bad as the worlt of men? 
This were a way to ſet the whole world into 
Confuſion, to bring all things into darkneſs, to 
ſet open the flood:gates of luſt, and lay the Reins 
upon the Necks of men to 7»ſh into all fin with 
delight and greedineſs, like the horſe into the 
battle. | 

Anſ. 1. God, forbid! It is to be looked 
on as a great iſſue of the Wiſdom , Good- 
neſs, and Love of God, that by manifold 


wayes and means he is pleaſed to reſtrain the. 


Sons of men from running forth into that 
compaſs 


| 
| 
' 
: 
| 
| 
[ 
| 
' 
; 
: 
: 
' 
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compaſs of exceſs and riot, which the depra: 
vedneſs of their Nature would carry them out 
unto with violence. By what way ſoever this 
is done, it is an iſſue of the care, kendneſs, 
and Goodneſs of God, without which the 
whole Earth would be an Ze of Sin and Con: 
fuſion. | 

2, There is a peculiar comv:incing Power in 
the Word, which God is often-times pleaſed 
to put forth tothe wounding, amazing, and in 
ſome ſort humbling of Sinners, though they . 
are never converted. And the Word is to be 
preached, though it hath ths End, yet not 
with this End. Letthen the Word be preach- 
ed, and the fs of men rebuked,. Zy/# will be 
reſtrained, and ſome Oppolitions will be made 
againit Sin, though that be not the Efeft aym« 
cd at. VS 

' 3. Though this be the work of the Word 
and Spirit, and it be good in it ſelf, yer it is 
not profitable nor availahle as to the main End 
in them in whom it is wrought; they are ill 
in the gall of Bitterneſs, and under the power | 
of darkneſs. 

4. Let men know it is their Dary, but in 
its proper place; I take not men from 7or- 
rification, but-put them upon Converſion. He 
that ſhall call a man from mending a Hole in 
the Wall of his Hoxſe, to quench 4 Fire that 
!s conſuming the whole Brild:ng, 15 not his 
| Enemy. 
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Enemy. Poor Soul ! it is not thy Sore-finger 


but thy Zefick:Feaver that thou art to apply 
thy ſelf to the Conſideration of. Thou. fer= 
teſt thy ſelf againſt a particular Sin , -and 
doeſt not conſider that thou art nothing bur 
_ 7 | Fa 
Let me adde this to them who are Preach- 
ers of the Word, or intend through the good 
hand of God that Employment. It is their 
Duty to plead with men about their Sins,” to 
lay bad on particular ſins, but alwayes remem- 
ber, that it be "done with that which is the 
proper End of Law and Gofpel. That is, that 
they make' uſe of the Sin'they ſpeak againſt; 
to the diſtovery of the State "and: Condirin 
wherein the S:nner is. Otherwiſe, happily 
they may' work men'to Formality: and Fiypes 
crifie; but"little of the true End of Preaching 
the Goſpel will be brought'abous. It will not 
avail," to. beata'man' off from his D-azken: 
neſs, ihto a ſobtr Formality 5 A-Skilfull Matter 
of the Aſſemblies. layes-his Axe at the Root, 
drives {til at the heart; To inveigh again 
particular ſins 'of igfhorant* *xiregenerate per- 
ſons, (fuch-as the. Lard is'full of,)) is a good 


| Work: Butyet though it -may'be done with 


great efficacy, 'vigour and ſucceſs, if this! be 
alt the eff of it, that they are ſet upon the 
molt ſedulozs Endeavours of mortifying their 
fins preached down, all that is done, is _ 

tke 
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like the beating.of an Ezemy in an oper field, 


and driving him into an impregnable Caſtle, 
not. to be prevailed againſt. Get you at any 
time a ſinner at the advantage, on the account 
of any one fin whatever, have you any thing 
to take hold of him by, bring it to his Seare and 
Condition, drive it up to the bead, and there 
deal with him ; .to break men off from particy- 
lar fins, and_.not to break their Hearts, is to 
deprive our ſelves of Advantages of dealing 
with them. | 

And herein is the Roman Adortification 
Srievouſly peccant; they drive all forts of per- 
ſons to it, without the leaſt Conſideration 
whether they have aprizciple for it or no. Yea 
they are ſo far from calling on: men to believe, 
that they may be able to;morrefie their Luſts, 


that they call men-to Aortification-inſtead of 


Believing, The truth is, they neither know 
what it 1s to belseve, nor what Aortification it 
ſelf intends, Fairh with them is but a general 
aſſent to the Doctrine taught in their Church : 
And Aortification-the betaking of a man by a 
Fow to ſome certain Courſe of Life, wherein 
he d:nyes himſelf ſomething of the uſe of the 
things of this World, not without a conſi- 
derable Compenſation, Such men know nei- 
ther the Scriprares, nor the Power of God. 
Their boaſting of their Aſortification, is but 
their Glorytng in their ſhame. Some Caſuiſts 

among 
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among, our ſelves, who over-looking the Ne- 


| ceſlity of Regeneration, doavowedly give this 


for a Direction to all ſorts of perſons, that 
corplain of any Sin or Luſt, that they ſhould 
vow againſt it, at leaſt for a ſeaſon, a Moneth 
or ſo, ſeem to have a ſcantling of Z:ghr in the 
Myſtery of the Goſpel, much like that of N5- 
codewus, When he came firit to Chriſt, They 
bid men vow to abſtain from thejr ſz for a 
ſeaſon. This commonly makes their / more 
impetuous. Perhaps with great perplexity 
they keep their word : Perhaps not, which 
increaſes their Guilt and Torment, ls their 
ſin at all mortified hereby ? Do they finda 
conqueſt over it ? Is their Condition changed, 
though they attain a Relinquiſhment of it? 
Are they not ſtill in the Gall of bitterneſs? Is 
not this to put men to make Brick, if not 
without ffraw, ( which is worſe, without 
firength? What Promiſe hath any anregene- 
rate man to countenance him in this work ? 
What aſſiffance for the performance of it ? 
Can fin be killed without an intereſt in the 
Death of Chriſt, or Aortified without the 
Spirit? If ſuch Directions ſhould prevail to 
chanze mens Lives, as ſeldom they doe, yet 
they never reach -to the change of their 
bearts or Conditions. They may make men 
ſelf-juftitiaries or Hypocrites, not Chriſtians, 
It grieves me oft-times to ſee poor Souls, 

that 
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. that: have a (Zeal for God, anda deſire of 
eternal Welfare, kept, by ſuch Directors and 
DireRions, under an hard, burdenſome, outſide 
Worſhip and Service of God, with manggſpe- 
cious Endeavours for fortification, in an ttter 
Ignorance of the Rzghteouſneſs of Chriſt, and 
unacquaintedneſs with his Spzrsr , all their 
dayes. Perſons and things of this kind, I know 
too many. If ever God ſhine into their hearts, 

' to give them the knowledge of bis Glory in the 
face of - bis Son Feſus Chriſt, they will ſee the 
Folly of their preſent way. 


CHAP. VIIL 


The. Second general Rule propoſed. Without 
univerſal Sincerity for the mortifying of 
every Luſt, no Luſt will be Mortified, Par- 
rial Mortification alwayes from a corrupt 
Principle, Perplexity of Temptation jrom 
a- Luſt, oft-timwes a chaſtening for other 

- INegligences, 


HFHE Second Principle, which to this pur- 
Poſe I ſhall propoſe, is this, Without 
Sincerity and Diligence in an Univerſality of 
. Obedience, there 1s no AMortification of any 
one perplexing Luſt to be obtained, The other 
was 


— 
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was to the Perſon, this to the thing it ſelf. T1 
ſhall a little explain this Poſition. | 

A man fins any Luſt to bring him into the 
Condition formerly deſcribed, it is power- 
full, ſtrong, tumultuating, leads caprzve, vexes, 
diſquicts, takes away peace; He 1s not able 
to bear it, Wherefore he ſets himſelf againſt it, 
prayes againſt it, groars under it, ſighs to be 
delivered, ' but in the mean time, perhaps in 
other Duties, in conſtant Communion with 
God, in Readsno, Prayer and Meditation, in 
other wayes that are not of the ſame kind with 
the Luſt wherewith he is troubled, he is looſe 
and zegligent, Let not that man think that 
ever he ſhall arrive to the XZortsfication of the 
Luft he is perplexed withall. This is a Condi- 
7100 that not ſeldom befalls men in their P«/- 
orimage, The Iſraelites under a ſenſe 'of their 
Sin, drew n:7th to God with much diligence 
and earneltneſs, with Faſting and Prayer. Ia, 
58. many Expreſſions are made of their Ear- 
neſtneſs in the work, v. 2. They ſeek me daily, 
and delight to know my Wayes, they ask of me 
the Ordiaances of Fuſtice, they delight in ap- 
proaching unto God, But God rejects all ; 
their Faſt is a Remedy that will not heat 
them, and the Reaſon given of it, v. 5,6, 7: 
is, becauſe they were particu'ar in this Duty. 
They attended diligently to thar, bur in others 
were negligent and careleſs. He that hath a 
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raunins ſore (it is the Scripture Expreſſion) F 


upon him, ariſing from an #/! habit of Body 
contracted by Intemperance andill Dyet ; let 
him apply himſelf with what diligence and 


Skill he can, to the cure of his ſore, if heleave 


the general habit of his body under Diſtem- 
pers, his labour and travail will be in vain, 
| So will his arremprs be, that ſhall endeavour 
to flop a bloody sfſue of Sin, and filth in his 
Soul, and is not equally carefull-of his univer- 
ſal ſpiritual temperature , and Conſtitution, 
For, 


1. This kind of Endeavour for 2ſorts- 


fication, proceeds from a corrups Pronciple, 
Ground and Foundation, fo that it will never 
proceed to a good Iflue. The true and accep- 
table Principles of Mortification ſhall be after- 
ward inſiſted on. Hatred of Sin as. Sin, not 
only as yalling or diſquieting, ſence of the Love 
of \|Chrift in the Croſs lyes at the borrome of. 
all true ſpiritual Mortification. Now it is cer- 
tain, that that which I ſpeak of proceeds fron 
ſelf-love, Thou ſetteſt thy ſelf with all aili- 
gence ard earneltneſs to mortifie ſuch a Luſl 
or Sin; whatis the Reaſon of it? It di/quiets 
thee, it hath taken away thy peace, it fills thy 
heart with ſorrow and trouble, and fear, thou 
hait zo reſt becauſe of it; Yea but Friend,thou 
haſt zegle&ed Prayer or Reading, thou baſt 
been vain and loſe in thy Converſation. in 


oth:r | 


o ww 


| 


, 
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other things that have not been of the ſame n«- 
trewith that /xſ# wherewith thou art perplex- 
ed;:Theſe are no leſs {ins and evils, than thoſe 
under Which thou- groaxeſ#; Jeſus Chriit bled 
for Them alſo ; Why doſt thou not ſet'thy ſelf 


. againſt them alſo ? If thou haredſt ſin as Sin, 


every evil way, thou wouldit be no leſs warch- 


_ fall againſt every thing that grzeves and diſqui- 


ets the Spirit of God, than againſt that which 
prieves and diſquiets thine own Soul. -It 1s evi- 
dent that thou contendeſt againit ſz, meerly 
becauſe of thy own zrouble by it. Wonld'thy 
Conſcience be quiet under it, thouw-would'it. 
ſet it alone. Did it not diſquiet"thee, it 
ſhould not be diſquieted by thee. *Now, canſt 
thou think that God will ſet in with fuch: by- 
pocritienl Endeavours ;'that ever bis Spirit will 
bear wirneſs to the treachery and: Falfhood oof. 
thy.-Spirit ? Doſt "thou think he. will caſe 
thee-of that which perplexerb Thee, that thou. 
mayſt be at liberty to that which .no leſs. 
grieves Him ? No,(fayes God,)heteis ore if 
he 'could be rid of this' Luſt I-fhould: never 
hear of him more, let him wreſtle with this; or 
heiis'loſt, Let notany'man think to..do his 
ow work, that will: not do God's: God's 
work: conliſts' in -xverſal Obedience; To be 
freed of the preſent: perplexity is their own 
only. 'Hence is that of the Apoſtle, 2:Cor. 7.1. 
Cleanſe your ſelves from all pollution. of Fleſb 
| G an 


and Spirity\ ;perfetting holineſs in the fear of 
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the:\Lord::1f-we will do:any: thizg, we mult 
doc:all #bings. So then, .not onely an intenſe 
Oppolitiah to! this or that peculiar /z/#, but it 


is an#n:verſal humble: Frame and Temper.of | 


| Heart,.with:watchfulneſs over every Evil, and 
for.the performance of every Dary, that isac- 
gepeadb bog wy © 7 GY; TW 

2; How know'ſt thou but that God, hath 
ſuffered | the Luſt, wherewith thou haſt | been 
perplexed-to get ftrength-in. thee , and' power 
over thee; to chaſten theefor thy other 1Vegli- 
gences, 'and. common Zukewarmneſs in walk: 
ing. before him'; at leaſtto awaker thee to the 
conſideratjen of thy wayes;: thatithou maylt 
make .;a through work and change in thy 


courſe of walking with him, The Rage and: | 
predommnancy of a particular Luſt, is com- 


monly'the Fr4t' and iſflue.of a careleſs, negli- 
Sent courſe jngtneral;  andthat upon a double 
account.. i: --// 5 3}: V3453Q; "Ot 

-(a)vAsdts:matural: Effet, it 1 may ſo ſay; 
Luſt:6as:kſhewed ) in. general, lyes [in.;the 
Heart of'every-one, eventhe beft, whileſt he 
lives z 'and think: not that the Scripture ſpeaks 
in vain, that-it -is ſubtle, canning, crafty; that 
it 'ſeduces,-.entices, fights, 4ebells, Whileſa 
man keeps a'idiligent Watehiover his Heart, 
_ its Root and Fountain ; whilelt above all keip: 


ings, be keeps. bis Heart, whence are the Wann 
0 


's 
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of Lifeand Death, Luit w:thers and dyes init. 
But if, through Negligence it makes an Erupti- 
on any:particular way, gets:a paſſage -to the 
Thoughts by the Afettions, and from\themy 
and by them, perhaps breaks out into open{in 
in_ the Converſation, the ſtrength of it bears 
that. way it; hath found-out., and that way 
mainly-it urgeth, untill having' got a paſſages 
it then vexes and diſquiets, and is notealily to 
be reſtrained; Thus pethapsaman may be put 
to wreſtle all his dayes' in;ſorrow, with: that; . 
which by a ſtrict univerſal Watch might eaſily 
have been prevented. - ;-} ; 

(2) AsI ſaid, God ofcen-times ſuffers. it t9 
chaſten| our gther Negligences; for as with 
Wicked men, he gives theft up to % 
one Sin as,the - Judgement of ano- Rom: 1,26: 
ther, a greater for the-puniſhment ir 
of a leſs,” or one that will hold them more:firm- 
ly and ſecurely, for that ,which they might: 
have poſſibly obtained a Deliverance from : So 
even with his:-own, he'may, he doth /eave 
them ſometimes to ſome vexations:diſtempers, 
either to-prevent. or. cure-fome other Evil * 
So was the efſenger of Satan let- 
looſe on Pani, that he-might 'not 2 Cor..12.74 
be lifted up through the abundance as 
of ſpiritual Revelations, Was it not a Cor- 
rection to Peters vain Confidence; that he was 


leſt-to deny his Maſter? Now if this be the 
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'  frate and Condition of Luſt in its prevalency, 


that God often-times ſuffers it ſo to prevail, at | 
feaſt to admoniſh us; and to humble us, perhaps 


tochaſten and correct us, for our general looſe 
and careleſs walking, is it poſſible that the 
effe ſhould be removed, and' the cauſe con- 
tinued; that the particular Luſt ſhould be 
mortified, and the general Courſe be' wnre- 
formed ? He thenthat would really, throughly, 
and acceptably mortifie any diſquieting Luft, 
fet him take care to be equally diligent in All 
parts of Obedience ; and know that every Zuff, 


every Omiſſonof Duty, is burden- | 


T{a.43.24 ſome to God, though but one is fo 


to Him. Whileſt there abides a 
Treachery in the Heart to indulge to any Neg- | 


ligence in not preffing Univerſally to all Per- 
fection in Obedience, the Soul is weak, as not 
Siving Faith its whole work; and /elfiſh, as 
conſidering more the Trouble of Sin, than the 
Filth and Guiltof it ; and lives under a conſtant 
provocation of God, ſo that it may not expect 
any comfortable Iflue in any ſpiritual Duty 
that it doth undertake, much leſs 'in this un- 
der Conſideration, which requires another 
Principle,” and Frame of Spirit for its Accom- 
pliſhment, 


CHAP, 
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CHAP. IX, 


Particular DireQons in relation-to the fore- 
going Caſe propoſed. Firſt, Conſider the dan- 
gerons Symptoms of any Luſt: 1. Invete- 

. rateneſs. 2, Peace obtained under it ; the 
ſeveral wayes whereby that ts done, 3, Fre- 
quency of ſucceſs in its ſeduttions. - 4. The 
Soul's fighting againſt it, with Arguments 
only taken from the Event. 5, Its being at» 
tended with Fudiciary Hardneſs, 6, Its 
withſtanding particular dealings from God, 
The State of Perſons tn whom theſe things 

' are found. | 


TFT E foregoing General Rules being ſup- 


poſed, Particalar Direttions to the Soul, 
for its guidance under the ſenſe of a diſquier- 


i727 luſt or diſtemper, (being the main-thing _ . 


I aym at) came next to bepropoſed,. Now 
of theſe ſome are previous and preparatory, 
and in ſome of them the work it ſelf is con- 

tained, Of the firſt ſort are theſe enſuing : 
Firſt, Conſider what dangerous ſymproms 
thy Luſt hath attending or accompanying it, 
Whether it hath any deadly Mark on it or 
no ; If it hath, extraordizary Remedies are to 
= Dy be 
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be uſed ; an ordjnary courſe of Aortification 
will not do it. | 
You will ſay, what are theſe dangerom 
Marks and ſymptoms, the deſperate Artten 
dances of an indwelling Luſt that you intend? 
Some of them I ſhall name. wm 
(1) Invererateneſs; if it hath lyen long cor: 
rupting in thy Heaft, if thou haſt ſuffered it 
to abide in Power and prevalency, without at: 
tempting vigorouſly the k:/l;ng of it, and the 
healing of the wounds thou hatt -received. by 
it, for ſome long ſeaſon, thy Diſtemper is 
dangerous. Haſt thou permitted Worldlineſs, 
Ambition , Greedineſs of Study, to eat. up 
other Duties; the Dates wherein thou ought: 
eſt to hold coyſtant Communion with God, 
for ſome long ſeaſon? Or Uncleanneſs to de 
file thy Heart, with vain, and fooliſh, and 
wicked Imazinations, for many dayes ? Thy 
Luſt hath a dangerous ſymprom. $0 was the 
Caſe with David, Pſal. 38. 5. My wound: 
ftinkand are corrupt, becauſe of my fooliſhneſs, 
When a Luſt hath tayen long in the Heart, 
corrupting, feſtering, cankering, it brings the 
Soul to a wofull Condition. In ſuch a caſe an 
ordinary courſe of humiliation will not do the 
work; Whatever it be, it will by this Means 
*ſrunate it ſelf more or leſs into all the Far 
cultics of the Soul, and habiruare the Aﬀecti- 
ons to its Company and ſociety; it Poon 
. A 


familiar to the Mind and Conſcience, that they | 


do not ſtartle at-it as.a ſtrange thing, but are 


' bold with it as that: which they; are.wonted 


unto; yea it will get ſuch advantage by this 
Means, as often-times to exert and. put forth 
it ſelf, without having .any notice taken of it 
at all; as it ſeems to.have been with Foſeph 
in his ſwearing by the Life of Pharaob. Un- 
leſs ſome extraordinary Courſe be taken, ſuch 
a perſon hath no ground in the world.to.expect 
that his latter End ſhall be Peace. -'-___. 

For firſt, How will he beable to difiinguiſh 
between the long abode of an unmortified luſt, 
and the dominion of Sin which cannot .befall a 
Regenerate perſon? Secondly,..How can he 
promiſe himſelf, that it ſhall ever be otherwiſe 
with tim, or that his /4/# will ceaſe tumultu- 
ating and ſeducing, when he ſees it fixed and | 
abiding, and hath done ſo for many dayes, 


and hath gone through wvarzety. of Conditions 


with him. It may be it hath tryed. mercyes 
and affifFions, and. thoſe poſſibly ſo remark- 
able, that the Soul could not avoyd the taking 
ſpecial notice of them; it may, be. it. hath 
weathered out many:a_ thorn; and. paſſed un- 
der much variety of Gifts in the Adminiſtra- 
tion of the Word; and will it :-prove:ancalie 
thing to diſlodge an; Jawate pleading .a- title 
by. Preſcription? _ O1d neglected; wounds. are 
often mortal, alwaycs danzgerom. Indwelling 

G 4 Diſtem- 
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Diſtempers grow reſty, and fubborr, by con: 
tinuancein eaſe and quiet. Luſt is ſuch an 7». | 


_ mate, as, if it can plead Time and ſome Pre. 
ſcription, will not eaſily be ejected. As it never 


dyes of itſelf, ſo if it be not daily kz/lea, it will 


alwayes gather ſtrength. 

a) Secret Pleas of the Heart for the coun- 
zenancing of it ſelf, and keeping up its peace, 
notwithſtanding theabiding of a Luſt, without 
a vigorow Goſpel Attempt for its Mortificati- 
on, is another dangerous ſymptome of a deadly 
Diſtemper in the Heart. Now there be ſeveral 


wayes whereby this may be done, I ſhall name | 


ſome ofthem. As, 
1, When upon Thoughts, perplexing 
Thoughts about Sin, inſtead of applying him- 
ſelf to the Deſtruction of it, a man ſearches his 
Heart to ſee what Evidences he can find of a 
good Condition, notwithſtanding that ſin and 
Luſt, ſo that it may go well with him. 

For a man to gather up his Experiences of 
God, to call them to mind, to collef# them, 


conſider, zrye, improve them, is an excellent | 


thing ; a Duty pratt:ſedby all the Saints ; com- 
mended in the Old Teſtament and the New. 
" This was Davids work, when he communed 
With bis own heart, and called to remembrance 
the former loving kindneſs of the Lord, P/al. 77. 
6,7,8,9. This is the Duty that Paul ſets 'vs 
fo practiſe, 2 Cor. 13,5, And as it is init ſelf 

; <x- _ 
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excellent, ſo it hath beauty added to it, by a 


proper Seaſon. A time of Tryal, or T empra- 
710m, or Diſquietneſs of the Heart about Sz», is 


a pitare of Silver to ſet off this Golden Apple, 
as Solomon ſpeaks: But zow, todo it for this 


Exd, to ſatisfie Conſcience, which cryes and 
calls for another purpoſe, is a deſperate De- 
vice ofan beart in love with Sin. When a mans 
Conſcience ſhall deal with him, when God ſhall 
rebuke him for the ſinfull 4;femper of hig Heart, 
if he, inſtead of applying himſelf to get that 
Sin pardoned in the Blood of Chriſt, and mor- 
tified by his Spirit, ſhall relieve himſelf, by 


' any ſuch other Evidences as he hath, or thinks 
himſelf to have, and ſo diſintangle himſelf from 


under the yoke, that God was putting on his 
neck.; his Condition 1s very darngeroms, his 
Wound hardly curable, Thus the Fews un- 
der the gallings of their own Conſgiences, and 
the convincing preaching of our Savioxr, ſup- 


-ported themſelves with this, that they were 


Abrabam's Children, and on. that account ac- 
cepted with God; and ſo countenanced them- 
ſelves in all abominable wickedneſs to their 
utter ruine, 

"This is in ſome degree, a Blefling of a 
mans ſelf, and ſaying that upon one account 
or other he ſhall have peace, although he addes 


drunkenneſs to thirſt; love of Sin, undervalu- _ 


atian of Peace, and ofall z«ſftes of Love from 
God, 


altogether inconſiſtent with Chriſtzan Since- 
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God, are enwrapped in ſuch a Frame : Sucha 


hope of eſcaping; the wrath to.come, he can be 
well content to, be Unfruitfull in-the world, at 
any Diftance from. God that is not final ſepa- 
ration. What is to be expected from ſuch an 
Heart? -c. | : 
- 12. By. applying Grace and. ercy to an 
wamortified in, or one not ſincerely endeavour. 
ed to be mortsfied, 15 this Deceit carried on, 
;This is a ſign of an Heart greatly entangled 
with the Love of Sin, . When. a mar. hath ſe- 
YT cret thoughts in his Heart, not 
2King. 5.18. unlike. thoſe of Naaman, about 
[77 his worſhipping in the Houſe of 
Rimmon; 1n-all ether things I will walk with 
God; but in.this thing, God be mercifull un- 

tome; his Conditionis ſad. Itistrue indeed, 

a:;Reſolution .to this purpoſe, to indulge a 

. mans ſelf in ary{in.on the account of Mercy, 

ſeems to be (and doubtleſs in-any courſe, is) 


rity, and is a badge of an Hypocrite, and is 
the turning of the Grace of God into wantron- 
neſs, Fade 4. but yet I doubt not but through 
the craft of: Sathan, and their own remaining 
anbelief, the Children of God may themſelves 
ſometimes be enfnared with this Deceit of fin; 
or elſe Paul-would / never have fo' cautioned 
them-againſt it as-he doth, Row.,6. 1,2., Yea 
Oat go IN- 


Ks 


ane plainly ſhews, that if he can but keep up | 
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'* indeed there is nothing more Natural, than' | 


for 'fleſhly reaſonings. to grow high and ftrong 


vpon this account. *The fleſh would fain be 


indulged unto upon the ' account of Grace : 
and every word that: is ſpoken of mercy, it 
ſtands'ready to catch at; and to pervert it to 
its own corrupt ayms and purpoſes. ' To-apply 
Mercy then to a ſin not vigorouſly mortified, 
is 'to: fulfill the End of the fleſb upon' the 
__ oy | 

Theſe and many other wayes and wiles, a 
decertfull Heart will ſometimes make #/e of, 
to countenance it ſelf in its Abominations. 
Now when a man with his-ſ/z is in this*Con- 


_ dition, that there is a ſecrer likgng of the fin 


prevalent'in his Heart, and though his 1/5/! be 
not wholly ſet upon it, yet he hath an imper- 
fect 'velleity towards it, he would prattiſe it 


were it not for ſuch and ſuch Conſiderations, 


and hereupon relzeves himfelf other wayes 
than by the Mortification and Pardon. of it 
in the Blood of Chriſt, that mans wonrds 
ftink and are corrupt, and he will, with- 
out. ſpeedy Deliverance, be at the door of 
Death.” : 

(3) Frequency of ſucceſs in Sins ſeduQtion 
in obtaining the prevailing Conſent 'of the 
Will unto it, is another dangerous ſymprome.' 
This 1s that'I mean : When the fin ſpoken of 
gets the Conſent of the Will with ſome ae- 
Pr lobr, 
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light, though it be not a&ally outwardly per. 


trated, yet it hath ſucceſs. A man may not | 


able upon outward Conſiderations to goe 
along with Sin, to that which Fames calls 
the frneſhing of it, Fam. 1. 14, 15. as to the 
outward Acts of Sin, when yet the will of 
ſinning may be actually obtained : Then hath 
it I fay ſucceſs. Nowif any /«ſ# be able thus 
far to prevail in the Soul of any man, as his 
Condition may poſſibly be very bad and him: 
ſelf be unregezerate, ſo it cannot poſhbly be 
very good, but dangerous, And it is all one 
upon the matter, whether this be done by the 
choice-of the Will, or by Inadvertency ; For 
that /zadvertency it ſelf is in a manner choſen, 
When we are :nadvertent and negligent, 
where weare bound to watchfulneſs, and care- 
fulneſs,that inadvertency doth not take off from 
the voluntarineſs of what we dae thereupon ; 
for although men do not chooſe and reſolve to 
he negligent and sadvertent, yet if they chooſe 
the things that will make them ſo, they chooſe 
snadvertency it ſelf, as a thing may be choſen 
in its caxſe. 

And let not men think that the evil of their 
hearts is in any meaſure extenuated, becauſe 
they ſeem for the moſt part to be ſurprized into 
that conſent which they ſeem to give unto it ; 
for it is Negligence of their Duty in watching 
over their Hearts, that betrayes them into that 
ſurprizal. (4) When 
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(4) When a man - fighrerh againſt his fin 


| onely with Argamenrs from the Iſſue, or the 
puniſhment due unto it ;' this is a ſign that Gn 


hath taken great poſſeſſion of the W/l, and that 
in the Heart there is a ſuper fluity of naughtineſs. 
Such a man as oppoſes nothing to the ſeduttron ' 


- of Sin and Luſt in his Heart, but fear of ſhame 


among men, or Hell from God, is ſufficiently 
reſolved to do the fin, if there were no' puniſh- 
ment-attending it 3 which what it differs from 
living in the pradtice of Sin, I know not. 
Thoſe who are Chri/ts, and are ated in their 
Obedience upon Goſpel Principles, have the 
Death of Chriſt, the Love of God, the- de- 
teſtable Nature of Sin, the prec:ouſneſs of Com- 
union with God, a deep grounded Abhor- 
rexcy of ſin as Sin, to oppoſe to any ſedntts- 
on of Sin, to all 'the workings, ſtrivings, 
fightings' of Luſt in their Hearts, So did Fo-' 


ſeph; How ſhall I doe this great 


evil ( ſaith he) and ſin againſt the Gen, 39. 9. 
Lord, my good'and' gracious ' 


| God? And Paul, The love of 2 COT 5. 14. 
_ Chriſt conſtrains us: And having 2 Cor. 9.1. 


received thiſe Promiſes, let us. 
cleanſe our ſelves from all pollutions of fleſh and 
Spir:e, But now if a man be ſo under the . 
power of his Luſt, that he hath nothing bat 
Law to oppoſe it withall, if he cannot fight 
againſt it with Goſpel weapons, butdeals with 


bs - © 


- 


it altogether with Hell and-Fudgement, which | 
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are the, proper- Arms of the Zaw, it is moſt 
evident, that ſin. hath poſſeſſed it ſelf of hig 
Will and Mfections, .to a very great preva. 
Jency.and conqueſt. .; 
_ Suck'a Perſon hath, caſt off (as tothe par. 
ticular- ſpoken of) the: Conduct of Renewing 
Grace, 'and is kept from ruine, onely by re: 
ſtraining; Grace - and ſo far is he fallen from 
Grace, and.returned under the Power: of-the 
Law; and can it be thought. that this is not 
a great provocation toChriſt, that men ſhould 
Ca 
caſt. themſelves under the Iron yoke. of - the 
Law, - meerly out of indulgence unto 'theit 
- Try, thy ſelf by this alſo: When thou art 
by S:z driven to make.a fard, ſo that thou 
muſt either ſerve it, and-r#fb at the command 
of it into folly, like. the horſe into the. -battel, 
or make bead againlt it to ſuppreſs it ;** what 
doeſt thou ſay ro thy Soul ? - whatdoeſt thou 
expoſtulate with thy ſelf? 'is.this all? Zell 
will be the end of this-courſe, Yengeance will 
meet with me, and find me out; it is #zme for 
thee; to look, about thee, evil lyes at the door. 
Pauls main Argument to evince, that fin ſhall 
not have dominion over Believers, is, that they 
are not under the Law, but under Grace, Row, 
6. 14.' If thy contendirgs againit Sin be all 
F on 


-off-his caſie gentle- Toke and. Rule, and | 


of Sin in Believers. 


on legal” Accounts, from legal Principles and 
motives, What. eſſurance canſt thou attain un- 


to, that ſin ſhall not have dominion over thee; 
which will'be thy rune ? eh 
Yea know..that this:Reſerye will not long 
hold out: if thy. Luſt hath: driven. thee front 
ſtronger Goſpel Forts, it will ſpeedily prevail 
againſt this alſo:; do not ſuppoſe that:ſuch 
Conſiderations. will: deliver.thee, . when thou 
haſt voluntarily given up; to thine *Enem 
thoſe Helps and Means of Preſervation which 
bave-.a thouſand times their Strength. Reſt 
afſuredly in this, that unleſs tnou recover:thy 
ſelf with ſpeed from this-Condition, the thing 
that thou. feareſt! will come.upon thee ;. what 
Goſpel:Principles do-not, /eg4/ Motives canngt 
doe. . F43 GI 3: : fit 
(5). When: it-s- probable: that there is, 6r 
may be ſomewhat-of jadiciary hardneſs, orat 
leaſt chaſtening:Puniſhment- in thy Luſk.as 
diſquieting 3-'This' is another : dangerous yin 
prome, That God doth ſotnetimies /eave even 
thoſe of his-0wn,. under the'p#rplexing.power - 
at leaſt: of ſore: Lult or Stn; -to corre(#+ them 
for former ſins; Negligence and Folly, IL n& 
way. :doubt:: Hence was that: complaint 'of:the 
Church; Why haſt- thou hardened us from. the 
fear of thy Name, Ia. 63.17. That this/is:his 
way of dealing: with unregenerate men, no 
man queſtions, But how ſhall a man know 
| whether 
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whether there be any thing of Gods chaſtening 
band, in his being left to the diſquietment of 
his diftemper ? © 


Anſw. Examine thy Heart and Wayes: 
What was the ſtare and Condition of thy Soul 


before thou felleſt into the Intanglements of 
_ that fin which now thou ſo. complaineſt of? 
Hadſt thou been'zeg/igent in Duties? hadlt 
thou lived :nordinately to thy ſelf ? is thereths 
' owile of any great ſi lying upon thee wunre- 
pented of? A new 'Sin may be permitted, as 
well as a zew Affiidion ſent to bring an Old 
fin to remembrance ? | ; 
Haſt thou received any eminent ercy, 
Protection, Deliverance, which thou diddeſt 
_ not swprove ina due Manner, nor waſt thank: 
full for? or haſt been exerciſed with any A4f- 
fition, without: labouring for the appointed 
End of it? or. haſt thou been wanting tothe 
Opportunities of glorifying God in thy Gene- 
ration, which in: his good Providence he had 
graciouſly afforded unto thee? or haſt thou 
conformed thy felf unto the World and the men 
of it, through the abounding of Temptations in 
the dayes wherein thou liveſt ? | 
*" If thon findeſt this to have been thy State; 
awake, call upon God; thouart fait afleep ina 
ſtormof Anger round about thee. . Do 
(6) When thy Zuf# hath already withſtoo 
particular dealings from God againſt it, This 
Con- 
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Condition is deſcribed, '1/a. 57. 17. For the 
Iniquity of his Coveteouſneſs 1 was wroth, and 
ſmate him, I bid me and was wroth, ahd he went 
on frowardly in the way of bis heart, God had 
dealt with them about their prevailirg Luſt, 
and that ſeveral wayes, by AMiction, ahd De+ 
ſertion. But they held out agairiſt all : This is 
a ſad Condition which nothing but meer ſove- 
raion Grace (as God expreſles it inthe next 
verſe, ) can relieve a4 min in, and which. no 
man ought to promiſe himſelf, or bear him- 


Telf upon. God oftentimes in his providential 


Difpenſations meets with .a' man, and ſpeaks 
particularly to the Evil of his Heatt, as he 
did to Foſeph's Brethren'in their ſelling of him 
into Eeype. This makes the mar: reflect.on 
his ſ6n, and judge himſelf in particular for it. 
God'makes it to be the voice of the Danger, 


 Aſiiftion, Trouble, Sickneſs that he is in, or 


under.” Sometimes in Reading of the. Word, 
God makes a man ſtay on ſomething that 
cuts him to the Heart, and ſhakes himas to 
his preſent Condition. More frequently in the 
Hearing of the Word preached (his great Or- 
dinance for Convition, Converſion and Edi- 
fication ) doth he meet with 'men,.. God often 


 bews men by the Sword of his Word in that 


Ordinance; ſtrikes direaly on their boſome 
beloved Luft; ſtartles the Sinner, makes him. 


engage 1nto the ZLortification and Relinquiſh- 
H 


ment 
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nent of the Evil. of his Heart. Now if his 


[Luſt have taken: ſuch hold on him, as to en- 
force him to break, theſe bonds of the Lord, and 
to caſt theſe cords from him; If it overcomes 
theſe Convictions, and gets again into its o/4 
poſture; ifitcan cure the wounds it ſo receives, 
that Soul 1s ina ſad Condition, 

Unlpeakable 'ate the Evils which attend 
Tuch a Frame of Heart: Every particular 
Warrin to a man in ſuch an Eſtate, is an in- 
eſti a; . Mercy; how then doth_ he deſpiſe 
a Ry them, who holds out againſt them ; 


and what infinite Patience is this in God, that 


he doth not caſt off ſuch an one, and ſwear | in 
Lg wraths that he ſhall never enter into his 


heſe and many. other Evidences are there 
£ aLaſt that i is dangerous, if not mortal. As 
our Saviour ſaid of the evil Spirit, This kand 
goes ag; out but by Faſting and Prayer : So ſay 
Tof Lan of this kid; an ordinary Courſe of 
Mortifi cation will not doe it, extraordinary 
wayes Talk be fixed on. 
his is the Firſt particular Direction ; Gon- 
fider. whether the Luſt or Sin you are contend- 
ing with, hath any of theſe dangerous ſymptoms 
attending of it. 
Befare I proceed, I muſt give one Cantion 
by the way, leſt any be deceived by what hath 
been ſpoken: WA" I ſay, the things and 


evils 


| 
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zvils above mentioned may befalt true Be. 
Levers, let not any thatfinds the ſame things 
in himſelf, thence of from thence conclude* that 


he is a rrus Believer, Theſe are the Evils that 


Believers may fall into, and: be enſnavet with: 
all, not the zhings that Conſtitute a Beltever: 
A man may as well conclude that he is a Be- 
Tever, becauſe he is an Adulterer ; becauſe 
David that was ſo, fell into Adultery ; as con- 
clude it from the ſig#s foregoing, which are 
the evils of Sin and Sathan in the Hearts of 
Believers. The ſeventh of the Romars.contains 
the Defcription of a Regenerate man, Hethat 
ſhall conſider. what is ſpoken of his dark,:fize, 
of his anregenerate- part," of the indwelling 
Power and Violence of. Sin remaining in-him, 
and becauſe be finds.the the in. himfelf;-con- 
clude: that he. is a regenerate man;" will be-de- 
ceived in his Reckoning. Id is all oneas'#f you 
ſhould: argae,. A wiſe. man may be frek'and 
wounded, yea do ſome things fooliſhiyy;*Thete- 
fore every one who is ſick, and wounded and 
does things fooliſbly, is a wiſe, man. Oras if, 
a ſilly deformed Crearare hearing one. ſpeak- 
ing of a beautifull Ptrſor, ſhould' ſay that he 
had"a mmrk or a Scarre that much di3figured. 
him, ſhould conclude that'becauſe he hath him / 
ſelf ſcarres, and moles,and_ warts, 'that he alſo 
is beautifull, If you Will have Evidentes of 
your being Believers," it-muſt be from” thoſe 
_ H 2 things 
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things that conſtizute men Believers, He that 
hath - theſe things in himſelf, may ſafely 
" condude, If 1 am a Bekever, I am a moſt 
wiſerable- one. But that any man is ſo,, He 
mult look for other Evidences, if he will have 
Peace. 7 


a 


CHAP. X. 


The Second particular Diredion. Get a clear 
Senſe of (1) The Guilt of the Sin perplex- 
ing. Conſiderations for Help therein propo- 
ſed. (2) The Danger manifold: 1. Harden- 
ing. 2, Temporal Correftion. 3. Loſs of 
Peace and Strength. 4. Eternal DeſtruGti- 
on.. Rules for this Management of the 
Conſideration. (3) The Evil of it: 1. In 

\ Grieving the Spirit. 2, Wounding the New 
Creature, | | | 


HE Second Dire(tion 1s this, 

Get a clear and abiding Senſe upon 
thy Mind and Conſcience of the (1) Guilt, 
(2) Danger, (3) Ewil of that Sin wherewith 
thou art perplexed. 

(1) Of theGuile of it. It is one of the 
Deceits of a prevailing Luſt, to extenuate its 
_ - own 
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own Guilt.. Is it nota little one ? When I go 
and bow my ſelf in the Houſe of Rimmon, God 
be mercifull to me in This thing. Though this 
be bad, yet it is not ſo:bad as ſuch and ſuch - 
an Evil, others of the People of God havehad 
fuch a Frame; yea what dreadful Actual fins 
have ſome ofithem-fallen into ! -Innumerable 
wayes : there are whereby Sin diverts the* * 
Mind from a right and due Apprehenfion of 
its Guilt. Its noyſom Exhalationsdarken'the 
Mind, that it cannot make a right Judgment 
of things ; Perplexing-Reaſonings, - extenua- 
ting Promiſes, tumultuaring Deſires, treache- 
rous Purpoſes of relinquiſhment, hopesof Mer= 
cy 3; all have a ſhare in diſturbing the Mind, in 
its Conſideration of the Guilt of a prevailing 
Luſt.” The Propher tells us,: that -Lulb will: do* 
thus:wholly, when it comes to the height: ' Hof. 
4. 11. Whoredom and Wine and new Wine take 
away. the heart ; The Heart, (i.c,) the nnder- 
ſtanding, as it is often uſed in the'Scripture. - 
And as:they accompliſhthis work tothe berghe- 
in unregenerate Perfons,;: ſo in patt'in regen 
rate alſo.” Solomon tells you of:him-who was 
enticed by the lewd Woman, that he was among 
the ſimple ones, he» was'a young manvoyd of un-- 
derſtanding, Prov. 7:7: :And.whetein did his 
folly: appear ? Why.rſayes he, inthe '2/34verf.” 
He knew not that it was for his Life; Hecon- 
ſidered not the Gail of the Evil that he was. 
it 'q involved 
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:avofued'in; And the: Lord: rendring a Reaſor, 
why: his dealings with Ephraim took no:better 


EffeQ, gives this Account: Epbraim.ss ike a 
ſilly. Dawe ;withost\beare, Hoſ.- 7. 11.' had 'no 
underſtanding of his ows 2ſerable. Condition, 
Had it been: poſſible that - Davi@ ſhould have 
lain. fo-long/in 'the Guilt 'of thatlabominable 
Sin; butthat he had 3znrmerable corrupt Rea- 
ſppiags 4 hindering him-from taking :a clear 
View of its-tglineſs and Guilt in the Glaſs of 


theLaw ?! This made the. Prophet that was ſent 


for his awaking, 11 his dealings with: him,” 'to 
ſhut vp: all. /abcerfuges: and:Pretences,- by his 


Parable;z:-that ſo. he might fall fully; under. a: 


ſenſe of the. Guilt of it;: This is the proper iſfue 
of Luſt inthe heart, fit darkens the Mind that 


it ſhall;notj4dge.iarjghr'of irs Guile; 'And.ma- 
ny.other Wayes it hath for its own Extenua-: 


tion, that: I ſhall not.now-infiſt on, Let. this 
then be-the firſt.care. of him that would mor- 
tifie: Sings: to-fix a right: Fudgement: of its Guilt 
ia his Mind. : To-whichend'take theſe Confide- 
rations-to thy aſſiſtance :-*' 5+ - iN 


I. Though the Power of Sin be weakened 
by znherent, Grace in:them that [have it, that: 


Sin ſhall-not-have dominion: over them ; as it 
hath [over others, yet the' Gwile! of Sin-.that 


doth yet-abide:and remain, is aggravated and 


heightned-by it, Row. 6, 1, 2. What. fhall' we 


ſay then ? - ſhall we continue in Sin'that Grace 
FO "ny 
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| may abvouni ? God forbid, how ſhall we.that are 


dead to' for,  live' any. longer therein? How 
thall 'we-that are dead; the Emphaſes 1s on the 


word -We. How ſhall we. do it, who" (as he | 
afterwards deſcribes it,) have received Grace 


from Chrilt to the cofitrary ? We (doubtleſs) 


are more evil than any, if we do it. *Þ (Walt | 


not infilt: 6n the ſpecial” Aggravations'vf 'the 


Sins of ſuch Perſons; how they fin"againſt | 


more* Love, Mercy, Grace; Aſſi ftant eg Reliefy 
Means and Deliverances, than others..."*But let. 


this' Conſideration abide in thy Mind: There | 


is inconceivably more Evil and Guilt i the | 


Evil-of thy Heart, that doth remaitf than 
there would be. in ſo much Sin, if ths tiadlh 
no Grace atall, Obſerve,: - + 

'2, That: as God ſees abundance of: Sewing 
and\ Excellency in the defires of the Hearts'of 
his Servants, more than'inany the mot glori- 
ous works of other men, yea more thawitt molt 
of their ewz outward' Performances\ which. 
have a-preater mixture of Sin than the defires 


and*Pantings of Grace'in'the Heart have:\So 


God ſees a great deal of Evil in the working 

of Luſt in:their Hearts, yea and more than S 
the-oper7 notorious Atts of wicked men, - or mm' 
many outward Sins whereinto the Saints may 


fall ; ſecing againſt them there is more "Oppo- 


ſition made; -and/ more Humiliation/geners 


followes them. Thus Chiif, dealing with-his 
i 4 -: decays» 


j 
, 
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_ decaying Children, goes. to. the root with 
them ; layes aſide their profeſſion, Rev. 3.15. 
I know thee, thou' art quite another thing 
. than. thou profeſlef}, and'this makes thee abo- 
minable, | T7 
So then ; let theſe things and the like :Con- 
Gderations lead thee to a clear ſenſe'of the 
Guilt. of thy :»dwelling Luſt, that there may 
be no ropm in thy, Heart for extezwatine. or 
excuſing thoughts, whereby Sin z»ſerſibly will 
Set ſtrength and prevail, . TETTI 
(2) Confider the danger of it, which is ma- 
Sold 61. oi rod ono boats 
1. Of being hardened by its Decertfulneſs: 
bis the [Apoſtle ſorely charges on the He- 
rews, Ch. 3. V. 12,13. Take beed-brethren, 
left there be in any of you an evil beart of un- 
_ belief, in departing fram the living. God: But 
exbort pug another daily, while it ts called to day, 
leſt. any.of you be, hardened through the deceit- 
futneſs of fin. Take heed (ſaith he) uſe all 
2e4ns, conſider your Temptations, watch dilt- 
gently,;there is a Treachery, a deceit in Sin, 
that tends to the hardenzre of your Hearts from 
the Fear of God, The hardening here men- 


tioned is to the utmoſt ; ntter Obauratian; Sin 


tends.to it, and every . Dsflewper and Luſt | 
will-make at leaſt ſome progreſs towards it. 
Thou that waſt gender, and did'ſt uſe to mee. 
vnder the Word, under Afliftions, Wilt _ 
By 7 as 
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( as ſome have profanely ſpoken, ) Sermon- 
proof, and Sickneſs-proof; Thou that did'ſt 
zremble at the preſence of God , thoughts of 
Death, and Appearance before him, when' thou: 
hadſt more Aſſurance of his Love than now 
thou haſt, ſhalt have a Stoutneſs upon -thy. 
Spirit, not to be moved by theſe things. Thy 
Soul and thy ſin ſhall be ſpoken of, and ſpo- 
ken to, and thou ſhalt not be at all comcern» 
ed; But ſhajt be ' able. to paſs over Duties, 
Praying, Hearing, Reading, and thy Heart 
not in the leaſt affefted. Sin will grow a l5ghe 
thing tothee; thou wilt-paſs by itas a thing: 
_ of nought; This it willgrow to, and what 
will be the End of ſuch a Condition? Can a; 
ſfadder thing befall thee.? Is it not enough to: ] 
make any heart to tremble, to think of being- 
brought into that Eſtate, -wherein he ſhould 
have ſlight thoughts of Sir; flight thoughts of -, 
Grace, of Mercy, of the Blood of Chriſt, of the ' 
Law, Heaven and Hell, come all in at the fame ; 
ſeaſon? Take heed, this is that thy Luft is * 
working towards; the bardening of the Heart, 
ſearing of the Conſcience, blinding of the Mind, 
flupifying of the AﬀeQtions, and Aece:ving of the 
whole Soul. oy | 
2. The danger of ſome great temporal Cor- 
reition, which the Scripture calls Yengeance, 
Fudgement, and Puniſhment, Pſal. 89. 30, 37, 
32, 33, Though God ſhould not utterly w 
Tnce 
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thee off for this Abominatior that lyes in thy' 


Heart, yet he will vi/# with the Rod; though 
he pardon-and forgive; he.will take vengeance 
of thy Inventions, O remember David and all 
his: troubles; look on him flying into! the Wil- 
derneſs:,: and confider the hand of God upon 


him; Is ic nothing: to thee, that God: ſhould. 


kiil thy. Child in anger, rune thy Eſtate in 
anger, break: thy: Bones in anger, ſuffer thee 
to:-be:a'Scandal and Reproach in anger , kill 
thee, deſtroy thee, make thee lye down. in 
darkneſs.in anger ? Is it nothing that he ſhould: 
puniſh, ruine, and unde. others for-thy' ſake? 
Eet me not. be mittaken,- Ido not mean, that 
Gad doth: ſend-all theſe things alwayes on hts 
in: Anger; God forbid. © But this I' ſay, That 
when he doth ſo deal with thee, Sor ad 
ſcience bears witneſs with him, what: thy Pro- 
vocations have been, thou wilt find his deal- 
ings full of b:rterneſs to thy Soul: | If thou 
feareſtnot theſe'things, I fear thou art under 
bardneſs.. E512 o 779 

3. Loſs of Peace and Strength all a mans 


dayes. -To have peace with God ,/ to have. 


ſtrength to walk before God, is the: ſumme of 
the great Promiſes of the Covenant. of Grace. 
In ebeſe things is the Life of our Souls:. With- 
out them, in ſome comfortable meaſure; to: 
Live, is to Dye. What good will our: Lives 
'fo us, if we ſce not the face of Gad fome- 


times 


Con- , 
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times in peace ? If we haveinot ſome firength 
to walk with him? Now boththeſe will an 
unmortified Luſt certainly*deprive the 'Sonls- 
of men of,”' This caſe is ſo evident in David, as 
that nothing can- be more clear. How often' 
doth he complain that his bozes were broken, 
his Soul diſquieted, his wounds grievous -on' 
this account? Take other-Inſtances, 1/a.' 57. 
18, For the Iniquity of his Covetouſneſs I was 
wroth, and hid my ſelf. What peace | pray is 
thereto & Soul while God hides himſelf? Or 
frength whilett he ſmites'? Hoſ. 5. 15. 1 will 
£98 and vetirnto my place, untill they ackyow- 
ledge thesr* Offence, and: ſeek, my face; T wilt 
leave them; hide my Face, ' and what will be-' 
come of theix prace-and ſtrength ? Ifever then” 
thou haft- enjoyed peace with God, if ever hig* 
 Terrours have 'made thee afraid, if ever thou - 
haſt had *Prevpth to walk with him, or ever 
haſt mourned in'thy Prayer; and been troubled - 
becauſe of thy weakneſs, think of this danger * 
that hangs'over thy head; lt is perhaps but 
. a- little while and: thou ſhalt fee the Face* of. 
God in Peace no more*: *Perhaps by to mor- ' 
row 'thou' ſhalt riot be able ' to-pray, read, hear, : 
of'perforin 'any Duties with*the leaſt chear-" 
falneſs;” Tife Gor: Vigour; "and poſſibly thou * 
mayit never ſee a quier hour' whileſt' thou 
liveſt ; That thoy mayſt carry about thee'bro-_ 
ken bones Tull of pain and terronr all the m__ | 
CG 0 
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of thy-Life; yea-perhaps God will: ſhoot his 
Arrowes at thee, and fill thee with Anguiſh and 
diſquictneſs, with Fears and Perplexities, make 
thee a Terror and an Aftoniſhmentto thy ſelf 
and- others, ſhew. thee Hell and Wrath every 
moment; frighten.and ſcare thee with ſad Ap- 
prebenſions of his Hatred, ſo that thy ſore ſhall 
run in the NV:ght ſeaſon, and thy Soul ſhall re- 
ſuſe Comfort ;, ſo that thou ſhalt wifh- Death ra- 
ther. than Zife, yea thy Soul may chooſe ſtrang- 
line. Conſider this a little, though God ſhould 
not «tterly deſtroy thee,yet he might caſt thee in- 

to this coxaition, wherein thou thalt have quick. 
and living Apprehenfions of thy Deſtruction. 
Wont thy Heart to thoughts hereof: Let it. 
know. what is like. to be the /ſſue of. its State, 
tsave. not this Conſideration untill thou haſt 
made.thy Soul to tremble within thee. 

.4., . There is the Danger of eternal Deſtrutt:- 
on. 'For the due Management of-this..Conſide- 
ration, obſerve, : | 

..: That there is ſuch..a connexion. between 
a-Continuance in Sin-and erernal” Deſtruition, 
that though God do's reſolve to deliver ſome 
| from a Continuance in Sin, that they: may-not 

be. deſtroyed, . yet he will deliver none from, 

Deſtruction that continue in fin. So that whileſt 

any one [yes under an Abiding power of ſin;.. 

the Threats of Deſtruction and. everlaſting. 

Seperation from God are to be he/d aut to _ ; 

| * 
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So Heb: 3.12. to which adde Heb. 10.38. This 
is the Rule of Gods proceeding : If ary man 


depart from him, draw back.through Unbelief, 
Gods Soul hath no pleaſure in him; thatis, his 


| Indignation ſhall purſue him to DeſtruQtion;; ſo. 


evidently, Gal. 6. 8. 

[I]. That he who is /o :ntangled (as above 
deſcribed) under the Power of any Corrupti- 
on, can have at that preſent no clear prevailing 
Evidence of his 1ntereſt in the Covenant, by 
the-Efficacy whereof he may be delivered from 
Fear of Deſtruction. So that Deſtrultion from 
tbe Lord may juſtly be a Terrourto him 3 And 
he may, he ought to: look upon it, as that 
which will be the End of his Courſe and wayes. 
There 15 no condemnation to them that are in 
Chriſt Feſw, Rom. 8. 1. True! but who thall 
have the comfort of this Aﬀertion? Who may + 
aſſume it to himſelf? They that walk after the 
Spirit, and not after the Fleſh, But you will ſay, 
Is not this ro perſwade men to wnbelef ? I ang 
ſwer, No; thereis a rwofold Fudoement that a 
man may make of himſelf; 1. Of his Perſon, 
and 2. Of his Wayes. It is the judgment of his 
Wayes, not his Perſon that I ſpeak of; Leta 
man get the beſt Evidence for his Perſon that 


| hecan, yet tozudge that an evil Way will end 


in Deſtruction, is his Duty; not to do it, is: 


Atheiſm. 1donot ſay, that in ſuch a Condition: 


a man ought to throw away the Evidences of - 
- his 
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* his perſonal Intereſt in Chriſt ; but I ſay, he 
' cannot keep them." There is a two-fold cop- 
demmation of a mans ſelf: 
-..' Firſt, In refpect of Deſert, when the Soul 
concludes,. that it Deſerves to be caft out of 
the preſence of God; and this. is ſo far from 
a: buſineſs of Vnbelef, that it is an Effet of 
Faith. 75% 
Secondly, With reſpect to the ſue and 
Event; when the Soul concludes it ſhall be 
Dartined. I do not ſay this is the Dary of 


any-one, nor do-I call them to it, But this 


I ſay, that the End of the way wherein a 
man 1s, ought by him to be concluded to 
be death, that he may be provok'd to fly 
from it; And this is another Conſideration, 
that ought-to dwell upon ſuch a Soul, if it de- 
fire to be freed from the 'intanglement of its 
Luſts, . 
- (3) Confider the .Evils of it. I mean its 
greſent Evils. Danger reſpects 'what is to 
come; Evil what is preſene : Some of the ma- 
ny Evils that attend an unmerrified Luſt, may 
be mentioned. 
: I, It grieves the. Holy and Bleſſed Sprrzr, 
which is given. to Believers to dwell in them 
and abide with them. So the Apoſtle, ( Epheſ. 
4. 25, 26, 27, 28, 29.) dehorting them from 
many Zuſts and Sins, gives this as the great 
HAative of it, verſ, 30, Grieve" not the holy 
| Spirit, 
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Spirit, whereby you are ſealed to the day of _Re- 


demption. Grieve not that Spirit of God (ſaith 
he) whereby you receive ſo many and ſo.great _ 
Benefits 3, of which he inſtances in one ſegnal. 


and comprehenſive one, Sealing to the day of 


Redemption. Heis grieved by it, as a tender 


and loving Friend 1s grieved at the unkindneſs 
of his Friend, of whom he hath well deſerved; 
To is it with this zender and loving Spirit, who 
hath choſen” our Hearts for. an Hahitation tos 
dwell sn,. and there to do for us all that our 


Souls delire. He is grieved by our harbouring 
his Enemies, and thoſe whom he is to deſtroy 
in our Hearts with him, He doth not effli& / 
willingly, nor grieve Us, Zam. 3. 33. and ſhall 
we daily grieve Him ? Thus is he ſaid ſomes 
times to be vexed, ſometimes greeved at bis 
heart, to expreſs the ,greatelt ſenſe of -Qur pro- 
vocation. Now if there be any thing of gracs- 
ous Ingenuity left in the Soul, if it be notut- 
terly hardened by. the Dcceitfulneſs' of Sin, 
this Conſideration will cerrainlyaitett it, -Cone ;, 
ſider Who and What thou art, who the Spirit 
is that is grieved, what he; hath doxe for thee, 
what he comes to thy Soul about, what he hath 
already done z7 thee z and be aſhamed, Ameng 
thoſe who walk with God, there is no greater 
Motive and [ncentive unto univerſal. Holi- 
neſs, and the preſerving .of their Hearts and 
Spirits .in all Purity and Gieanneſs, than =, 
That 
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That the blefſed Spirit who hath undertaken 
'to dwell in them as Temples of God, and to 
preſerve them meet for him who ſo dwells in 
them, is continually conſidering what they 
give Entertainment in their Hearts unto ; and 
rejoyceth when his Temple is kept undefiled ; 


that was an high Aggravation of the Sin of 


Zimri, thathe brought his Aaltereſ? into the 
Congregation in the ſight of eſes, and the 
relt, who were weeping for the Sins of the 


people, Namb. 25.6. and is it not an high 


Apggravation of the countenancing a Luſt, of 


ſuffering it to abide in the Heart, when it is | 


(as it muſt be, if we are Believers) entertained 
under the +» wag Eye and View of the Holy 
Ghoſt; ta 

pure and holy ? 

2. The Lord Feſws is wounded afreſh by it; 
His new Creature in the heart is wounded. His 
Love. is foil'd, his adverſary gratified. As a 
total rel;nquiſhment of him by the Deceitful- 
neſs of Sin, is the crucifying him afreſh, and 
the putting of bim to open ſhame, ſoevery har- 
bouring of Sin that he came to deſtroy, wounds 
and grieves him, * 

3. In will rake away a mans wſefulncſs in 
his Generation, His Works, his Endeavonrs, 
his Labours ſeldom receive Bleſſing from God. 
| It he be a Preacher, God commonly blows 

upon his A4:n:iry, that he ſhall /aboxy in the 
Fire, 


ing care to preſerve his Tabernacle 


—_— 
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Fire, and not be honoured with any ſucceſs, or | 


doing any work for God; and the like may be 
ſpoken of other Conditions. The worldis at 


' this day full of poor withering Profeſſors ; how 
| fewarethere that walk inany Beauty, or Glo- 


ry; how barren, how uſeleſs are they for the 
moſt-part+. Amongſt the many Reaſons-that 
may. be aſſigned of this ſad Eſtate, it may juſt- 
ly be feared, that this is none of the leaſt ef- 
fectual ; many men harbour Spirit-devouring 
Luſts'in their boſomes, that lye as Worms at 
the Root of their Obedience, and corrode and 
weaken it day-by day. All Graces, all the 
Wayes and Means whereby any Graces may 
be exerciſed and improved, are prejudiced by 
this Means; and as to any ſucceſs, God blaſts 
ſuch mens undertakings. 

This then is my ſecond DireQ:0n, and it re- 
gards the Oppoſition that is to be made to Luſt, 
in.reſpect of its habitual reſidence in the Sol ; 
keep-alive upon thy Heart theſe or the like 
Conftderations, of its Guilt, Danger and Evil; 
be much in the meditation of theſe things; cauſe 
thy Heart to dwell and abide upon them. 7n- 


\ . Zage thy Thoughts into theſe Conſiderations ; 


let. them not go off, nor wander from them, 
untill they begin to have a powerfull Influ- 
ence upon thy Soul; untill they make it to 
tremble. 
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CHAP: -X1. 
The Third Direftion propoſed, Load the Con: 


ſcience with the Guilt of the perplexing Ds- 
 ſtemper. The Wayes and Means whereby 

- that may be done, The Fourth Direftion. Ve- 
hement deſwre for Deliverance. The Fifth. 
Some Diſtempers- rooted deeply in mens , Na- 
tural T empers. Conſiderations of ſuch Di- 
ftempers: Wayes of dealing with them. The 
S:xth Direition, Occaſions and Advantages 

, of Sin #0 be prevented, The Seventh Di- 
retor., The firſt atings of Sin vigorouſly to 
be oppoſed. | \" 


—T*HIS is my Third Direction : 

Load thy Conſcience with the Guilt of it. 
Not onely conſider, that it hatha Guilt, but 
load thy Conſcience with the Guilt of its 
aQual Eruptions and Dilturbances. SW 
For the right improvement of this Rule, I 
ſhall give ſome particular Dire@1ons. 61s. 
Firſt, Take Gods ethod in it, and be- 
Sin with Generals, and ſo deſcend to parti- 
Culars, | | | 
(1) Charge thy Conſcience with that Guilt. 
which appears in it, from the Redzrude and 
Holineſs of the Law. Bring the holy =_ - 

| 0 


of Sin in Believers. © II; 
God into thy Conſcience; lay thy corruption 
toir; pray that thou mayeſt be affected with 
it. Conſider the holzneſs, ſpirituality, fiery ſe- 
verity, inwardneſs, abſoluteneſs of the Law ; 
And ſee how thou canſt ſtand before it. Be 
much (I ay) in affeting thy Conſcience with 
the Terrour of the Lord in the Law, and how 
riohteos it is that every one of thy Tranſgreſſi- 
ons ſhould receive a recompence of Reward. 
Perhaps thy Corſcience will invent ſorfrs and 
Evaſions to keep off the Power of this Con- 
ſideration; as, that the condemning power Of 
the Law doth not belong to thee, thou art 
ſet free from it, and the like ; and ſo though 
thou be not conformable to it, yet thou 
needeſt not to be ſo much troubled at it. - 
—_—:; | | 

I, Tell thy Conſc:ence, that it cannot man- 
age any evidence to the purpoſe, that thou 
art free from the condemning Power of Sin, 
whileſt thy #nmortified Luſt lyes im thy 
Heart; ſo that perhaps the Zaw may make 
good its Plea againſt thee for a full Domini- 
03, and then thou art a loſt Creature, Where- 
fore it is beit ro ponder to the utmoſt, what it 
hath to ſay. 

Afﬀuredly he that pleads in the molt ſecret 
Reſerve of his Heart, that he is freed from the 
condemning power of the Law, thereby ſecret- _ 
ly to countenance himſelf in giving the leaſt 
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allowance unto any Sin or Luſt, is not able on 
Goſpel grounds to manage any Evidence unto 
any tolerable ſpiritual Security, that indeed he 
isin a due manner freed from what he ſo pre- 
tends himſelf to be delivered. | 

2. Whatever be the :/e, yet the Law hath 
Commiſſion from God to ſeize upon Tranſ- 
Sreſſors wherever it find them, and fo bring 
them before his Throne, where they are to 
plead for themſelves; This is thy preſent caſe: 
The Law hath found thee out, and before God 


it will bring thee: If thou canſt plead a Par- 


don, well and good; If not, the Law will do 
its work, | 

3. However, this is the proper Work, of the 
Law, to diſcover Sin in the Guilt of it, to 
awake and humble the Soul for it, to be a 
Glaſs to repreſent Sin in its colours; and if 
thou denyeſt to deal with it on this Account, 
it is not through Fa:th, but through the hard- 
neſs of thy Heart and the Deceitfulneſs of 
Sin. Ss 

This is a Door that too many Profeſſors have 
gone out at, unto open Apoſtaſie ; ſuch a De- 


liverance from the Law they have pretended, 


as that they would conſult its Guidance and 
Direction no more; they wonld meaſuretheir 
Sin by it no more; by little and little this Prin- 
ciple hath inſenſibly from the Notion of it pro- 
ceeded to influence their praical Underitand- 
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ings; and having taken poſſeſſion there, hath 
turned the Will and AﬀeCtions looſe to all 


- manner of Abominations. 


By ſuch wayes (I ſaythen) as theſe, per- 
ſwade thy Conſcience to hearken azlegently to 
what the Law ſpeaks in the Name of the 
Lord unto thee, about thy Luſt and Corrupti- 
on. Oh! if thy Ears be open, it will ſpeak 
with a Yoyce that ſhall make thee rremble, that 
ſhall caſt thee to the ground, and fill thee with 
Aſtoniſhment. If ever thou wilt wortifie thy 
Corruptions, thou mult tye- up thy Conſcience 
to the Law, ſhut it from all ſhifts and Ex- 
ceptions untill it owns its Gzzle, with a clear 
and through Apprehenſion: So that thence, 
( as David ſpeaks) thy Iniquity may ever be 
before thee. 

(2) Bring thy Zuſ# to the Goſpel, not for 
Relief, but for farther conve&#:07 of its Guilt ; 
look on him whom thou haſt pierced, and be 
in bitterneſs. Say to thy Soul; What have 
I done? what Love, what Aercy, what Blood, 
what Grace havel deſpiſed and trampled on ? 
Is this the Return I make to the Father for 
his Love, to the Son for his Blood, to the Holy 
Ghott for-his Grace ? Doe I thus requite the 
Lord? Have I defiled the Heart that Chriſt 
dycd to waſh; that the Bleſſed Spirit hath cho- 
ſen to dwell in? And can I keep my ſelf out 
of the Duſt > What can I ſay to the dear Lord 

L 3 Jeſus? 
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Jeſus ? How ſhall I hold up my head with any 
boldneſs before him ? Doe I account Commeu- 
710n With him of ſo little value, that for this 
vile Lufts ſake I have ſcarce left him any 
room in my Heart? How ſhall I eſcape, if | 
neglect ſo great Salvation ? In the mean time, 
what ſhall 1 ſay to the Lord? Love, Mercy, 
Grace, Goodneſs, Peace, Joy.,, Conſolation, I 


have deſpiſed them all, and eſteemed them as 


a thing of zozgbr, that 1 might harboxr a Luſt 
inmy Heart. 
Have I obtained-a view of Gods Fatherly 


| Countenance, that I might behold his face, 
' and, provoke him to his face ? Was my Soul 
; waſhed, that room might be made for new De- 
| filements? Shall I endeavour to diſappoint the 
| Endofthe Death of Chr:/# ? Shall I daily grieve 
: that Spirit whereby I am ſealed to the day of 
* Redemption? Entertain thy. Conſcience daily 


with this Treaty. Sce if it can ſtand before this 


Aper union of ics Guilt, If this make itnot 


ſink in ſome r2ea{are, and melt, I fear thy Caſe 
1S dangerous, 

_ Seconcly, Defcend to particulars, As under 
the General Head of the Goſpel, all the Bene- 
bits of.it are tobe: conſidered, as Redemption, 
Teſtification and the like ; ſo in particular, con- 
iider the Management of the love-of them to- 
ward thine own Soul, for the Aggravation of 
ihe Guilt of thy Corruption. As, 

| T. Con- 
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| 7. Conſider the sf6nite Patience and Ffor- 

bearance of God towards thee in particular : 

Conſider what Advantages he might have ta- 

ken againſt thee, to have made thee a ſhame 
and a reproach in this World, and an objet# of 

wrath for ever : How thou haſt dealt treache-} 


rouſly and falſly with him from time to--time, | 


flattered him with thy Lips, but broken all | 
Promiſes and Engagements; and that by the 
means of that Sin thou art now in-purſuit of; 
and yet he hath ſpared thee from time to time , 
although thou ſeemeſt boldly to have putit to 
the tryal how long'he could hold out: ' And 
wilt thou yet fin againſt him ? wilt thou yer 
weary him, and make him to ſerve with thy 
Corruptions ? 

Haſt thou not often been ready to conclude 
thy ſelf, that it was utterly impoſſible that he 
ſhould bear any longer with thee; that he 
would caſt thee off, and be gracious nomore; 
that all his Forbearance was exhauſted; and 
Hell and Wrath waseven ready pr for 
thee; and yet above all thy Expectation he 
hath returned with V iſitations of. Love; ' and 
wilt thou yet abide inthe Provocation- of the - 
eyes of his Glory ? IT'S 

2. How often haſt thou beenat: the door of 
being Hardened by: the*Deceitfulnefs of Sin 5 
and by the infimee ricb Grace of Godhaſtheen 
recoyered to cermmunion with him again? 

nol I 4 Haſt 
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Haſtthou not found Grace decaying ; Delight 
in Duties,' Ordinances, Prayer and Meditati- 
on, vansſhing ; inclinations to looſe care)eſs 
walking, thriving ; and they who before were 
entangled, almoſt beyond recovery ? Haſt thou 
not found thy ſelf engaged ih ſuch Wayes, So- 
cieties, Companies, and that with delight, as 


God. abhorres? , and wilt thou venture any. 


more to the brink of Hardneſs ? 

- . 3. All Gods gracious dealings with theein 
Providential D:ſpexſations, Deliverances, Af- 
fAlictions; Mercies, - Enjoyments, all ought 
here to take. place. By theſe I ſay, and the 
like Jeans, load thy. Conſcience, and leave 
it not untill it be zhroaghly affected with the 
Guilt of thy indwelling Corruption: Untill 
it is ſenſible of its Wound, and lye in the 
duſt. before the Lord. Unleſs this be done to 
the purpoſe, all other -Endeavours are to no- 
purpoſe... Whileſt the Coxſcience hath: any 
Means' to alleviate the 'Guzlr of Sin, the Soul 


will never. vigorouſly attempt its Mortifica- | 


£10n. 

'.Fourthly, Being thus affeed with thy Sin, 
in the. zext place, get a conſtant longing, 
breathing after deliverance from the Power of 
it. : Suffer not thy ZHears-one moment'to be 
contented with thy preſent Frame and Conditt- 
on. Longing deſires after any thing, in things 
1Vatural and Civil, are of no! value OF Toh- 

js. + 1 bderation, 
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fideration , any farther, but*as rhey incite 
and ſtirre up the perſoxe in whom they are, 
to a diligent »/e of Means for the bringing 
about the thing aymed at. In ſpiritual things 
it is otherwiſe. Longing, breathing and pant- 


_ ing after Deliverance, is a Grace in its ſelf, 


that hath a mighty power to conform the 
Soul into the /ikeneſs of the thing longed after. 
Hence the Apoſtle deſcribing the Repentance 
and godly Sorrow of the Corinthians, reckons 
this as one eminent Grace that was then ſet 
on work; wvehement Deſire, 2 Cor. 7. 11. 
And in this .caſe of indwelling Sin, and the 
power of it, what Frame doth heexpreſs bim- 


ſelf to be in? Rom. 7. 24: - His heart breaks” 


out with longings into a moit paſſionate Exe 
preſſion of deſire of deliverance. Now if this be 
the frame of Saints, upon the general conſi- 
deration of indwelling Sin, how is it to be 
heightened and increaſed, when thereunto is 
added the perplexing Rage and Power of any 


particular Luſt and Corruption ? Aﬀure thy 


ſelf, unleſs thou longeſt for Deliverance thou 


ſhalt not have it. | Bi 
* This will make the Heart wazchfwll for all 


Opportunities of Advantage againſt its Ene- 
my ; and ready' to cloſe with any Aſiſtances 
that are afforded for its Deſtruction; ſtrong 
Defires are the very Life of that praying alwayes 
which is enjoyned us in all Conditions , and 
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| fe Faithand Hopeon work, and are the Souls 
afterthe Lord. 

Ga 'thy Heart then into a paxting and 
reatbing. Erame,. long, figh, cry out; you 
know the Example of David, I ſhall not need 
t0-iofiſt on it. 


The Fifth Direlftion 18, 


5h, Conſider whether the Diſtemper with 
witch thou art perplexed, benot rooted in thy 
| Nature, and cheriſhed, fomented and herght- 
xed from thy Confiitution. A pronecneſs to 
ſome Sins may doubtleſs lye-in the Natural 
Temper and Diſpoſition of men. In this Caſc 
confider;z. . 
I., This-is not in the leaſt an Extenuation 
of the Gwelt. of thy Sin. 
Some. with an oper Profaneneſs, will aſcribe 
' groſs. Enormities to their Temper. and Diſpo- 
fition..; And: whether others may not relieve 
themſelyes from the preſſing Guilt of their 
Diftempersby the ſame Conſideration, I know 
not. 'It is from the Fall, from the Orsginal de- 
pravation:of-our Natures, that the: fomes and 
Nouriſhment of any Sin abides. in our Natural 
Temper.. David reckons his being ſhaper: in 
Iniquity, and conception in Sin, Pſal. 51. 5. 
as.an Aggrawation of his following Sin, not a 


lItffening or Extenuation of it. That thou art 
: pecu- 
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| peenl;arly inclined unto any ſinful Diſtemper, 


is buta peculiar breaking out of Orginal Luſt 


in thy Nature, which ſhould peculiarly abaſe 


and hzmble thee. 
2. That thou haſt to fix upon on this ac- 


"count, in reference to thy walkzng with God, 


is, that ſo great an Advantage 15 given to Sin, 
as alſo to Satan, by this thy Temper and Diſ- 
poſition, that without extraordinary Watch- 
fulneſs, Care and Diligence, they will afi- 
redly prevail againſt thy Soul. - Thouſands 
have been on this account hurryed. headlong: 


to Hell, who otherwiſe (at leaſt) might have 


gone at a more gertle, leſs provokene, leſs miſe: 
chievous rate. 48 +, | 
3. For the Mortification of any Diſtemper, 
ſo rooted in the Nature of a Man, unto all 
other Wayes and Means already named or 
farther to be 52ſiſted- on, there is one exped;- 
ent peculiarly ſuited. This is that of the Apo- 
ftle, 1 Cor. 9.27. 1 keep under my Body, and 
bring it into ſubjeltion. The bringing of the 
very Body into ſubjection, is an Ordinance of 
God, tending to the Mortificationof Sin. This. 
Sives check, unto the Natural Roor of the Di- 
itemper, and withers it by taking away its: 
fatneſs of ſoil. Perhaps becauſe the Papiſts 


| (men ignorant of the Righreonſneſ5.of Chriſty 


the Work of his Spirit, :and-whole buſineſs in 
hand) have layed the whole weight and _ 
of 
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of Mortification in voluntary Services and 
Penances; leading- to the /ubjeftion of the 
Body, knowing indeed the true Nature neither 
of S:n nor Mortification, it may on the other 
ſide be a Temptation to ſome, to neglect 
ſome means of humiliation, which by God him- 


ſelfare owned and appointed. The bringing of 


"the body.into ſubjetion in the caſe inſiſted on, 
by cutting ſhort the Natural Apperite, by faſt- 
3x7, watching, and the like, is doubtleſs ac- 
ceptable to God, ſoit be done with the enſuing 
limitations, 

(1) That the outward weakening and im- 
pairing of the Body, be not looked upon as 
a thing good in it ſelf, or that any orreficate- 
on doth conſiſt therein, ( which were again to 
bring us under carnal Ordinances) butonly as a 
Means for the End propoſed ; the weakening of 
any Diſtemper in its Natural root and feat. 
A man. may have leazneſs of Body and Soul 
together. | 

(2) That the means whereby this is done, 
namely, by faſting and watching, and the like, 
be not Looked on as things that in Themſelves, 
and by virtue of their Own Power, can pro- 
duce true fortification of any Sin; for if 
they would, Sin might be mortified without 
any help of the Spirit, in any «xregenerate 
perſon in the world, They are to be looked 
on onely as wayes whereby the Spzrit mays 

| an 
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| and ſometimes doth put forth ſ'rength for the 


accompliſhing of his own work, eſpecially in 
the Caſe mentioned, Want of a right under- 
ſtanding and due Improvement of theſe and/the 


| like Conſiderations, hath raiſed a Jortifica- 


tion among the\Papilts that may bebetter ap- 


, plyed to Horſes and other Beaſts of the Field, 


than to Believers, | : 

This is the ſ#mme of what hath beenſpoken; 
when the di/temper complained. of , ſeems to 
be: rooted in Natural temper and conſtitu- 
2102, in applying our Souls to a participati- 
on of the 4lood and Spirit of Chriit, an En- 
deavour is to be uſed, to give check in the 
way of God, to the natural Root of that Di- 
ſtemper. = | 

 S:xthly, Conſider what Occaſions, what Ad- 
vantages thy Diſtemper hath taken to exert 
and put forth it ſelf, and watch againſt them 
all. This is one part of that Duty which our 
bleſſed Saviour recommends to his Diſciples un- 
der the name of watching, Mark 13. 37. 1 ſay 
unto you all, Watch; which in Luk, 21. 34. 1s, 
T ake beed that your hearts be not overcharged - 
Watch againſt all Eruptions of thy Corruptions. 
I mean that Duty which Dav:d profeſſed him- 


' ſelf to be exerciſed unto : / have ( ſaith he) 


kept my ſelf from mine Iniquity. He watch- 
ed all the wayes and workings of his Ini- 
quity to prevent them, to riſe up againſt them. 

This 


ee A TR tion 


This is that which we are called unto under 
the name of Conſidering our - Wayes: GCon- 
ſider what Wayes, what -Companyes, what Op. 


portumties, What Studies, what Buſineſſes, 


what Condittons, have at any time gever, or 
do uſually give advantages to thy Diſtempers, 
and ſet thy ſelf heedfully againſt them all. 
Men will do this with reſpect unto their bo- 
dily infirmities and diſtempers ; The Seaſons, 
the Dyet, the Ayre, that have proved offer- 
ſive ſhall be avoyded. Are the the things of 
the Soul of leſs importance? Know that he 
that dares to dally with Occaſions of Sin, will 
dare'to Sin. He that will venture upon Tem- 
ptations unto Wickedneſs, will venture upon 
Wickedneſs. Hazac! thought he ſhould not 
be ſo wicked as the Prophet told him he would 
be : To convince him, the Prophet tells him 
no wore, but Thou ſhalt be K:ng of Syrea. If 
he will venture on Temptations unto Crxelty, 
he will be crxcl. -Tella man he ſhall commit 
ſuch and ſuch Sins, he will Fartle at it; If you 
can convince him, that he will vezture on ſuch 
Occaſions and , Temptations of them, he will 
have little ground left for his Confidence. Par- 
ticular Directions belonging to this Head are 
many, not now to be infiſted on. But becauſe 


this Head is of no leſs importance than the 


whole Doctrine here handled, I have at large 
in. another Treatiſe, about entering into Tem- 
ptations, treated of it, Ste 
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Seventhly, Riſe mightily againſt the firſ# Af- 
#ngs of thy Diſtemper, its firſt Conceptions ; 
ſuffer it not to get the leaſt Ground. Do not 
ſay, thus far it ſhall go, and no farther. If it 
have allowance for one ſtep, it will take another. 
It is impoſſible to fix Bounds to Sin, It is like 
water in a Channel ; if it once break out, it 
will have its coxnrzſe, Its not ating, is eaſier 
to be compaſlcd than its Bounding. Therefore 
doth Fames give that Gradation and Proceſs 
of Luſt, Chap. 1. 14, 15. that. we may ſtop 
at the Entrance. Dot thou find thy corruption 
to begin to entangle thy Thoughts ; riſe. up 
with all thy ſtrength againſt it, with no leſs. /n- 
dignation than if it had fully accompliſhed 
what it aims at, Conſider what an anclieax 
Thought would have; it would have thee 
roll thy ſelf in Folly and Filth,” Ask Ezvy what 


it would have; Afurder and Deſtruction is 


at the end of jt. Set thy ſelf againſt it with no 


leſs v5gowr, than if it had utterly debaſed thee 


to wickedneſs. 'Without this Courſe thou wilt 
not prevail, As Sin gets grou#d in the Aﬀecti- 
ons to delzphr in it, it gets alſo upon the Under- 
ſtanding to /{reht 1t. 


CHAP. 


CHAP. X11. 


The Eighth Direttion. Thoughtfulneſs of the 
Excellency of the Majeſty of God. Our Un- 
acquaintedneſs with him, propoſed and con- 
ſfedered. 


Tobthly, Uſe and exerciſe thy ſelf to ſuch 


Ly, Meditations as may ſerve to fill thee at 
| all times with ſe/-abaſemenrt and Thoughts of 
thine own v:leneſs : As, P25 
I. Be much in Thoughtfulneſs of the Ex- 
cellency of the Majeſty of God, and thine ;»fi- 
nite inconceivable diſtance from him; many 
thoughts of it cannot but fill thee with a ſenſe 
of thine own Vileneſs, which ſtrikes deep at 
the root of any indwelling Sin, When Fob 
comes to a clear diſcovery of- the Greatneſs 
and Excellency of God, he' is filled with /elf- 
abhorrency, and is preſſed to Humiliation, Fob 
42.5,6. And in what ſtate doth the Prophet 
Habakkuk affirm himſelf to be cali, upon the 
apprehenſion of the 24ajeſty of God ? Chap. 
3.16, With God (ſayes Fob) ts terrible Ma- 
 jeſty, Fob 37.22, Hence were the thoughts of 
them of Old, that when they had ſeen God 
they ſhould dye. The Scripture abounds in 
this /elf-abaſing Copſideration, comparing the 
| men 
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'. men of the Earth to G raſhoppers, to Vanity, 


. the duff of the ballance in reſpect of God, 1/a. 


40. 13,14, 15. Be much in thoughts of this 
nature, to abaſe the prideof thy Heart, and to 
keep thy Soul humble within thee. There is 
nothing will render theein a greater 2nd:ſpoſt- 
tion to be impoſed on by the deceits of fin, than 
ſuch a frame of Heart. Think greatly of the 


Greatneſs of God. 


2, Think much of thine #nacquarntedneſs 
with him; Though thou knowelt exoxgh to 
keep thee /ow and humble, yet how little a por- 
tion 15 it that thou knowelit of him / The Con- 
templation hereof calt that wiſe man into that 
Apprehenſion of himſelf, which he expreſles, 
Prov. 30. 2, 3, 4. Surely I am more brutiſh 
than any man, and have not the underſtanding 
of a man. T neither learned Wifſdam, nor have 
the knowledge of the Holy, Who bath aſcended 
up into Heaven, or deſcended? Who hath ga- 
thered the Wind in his fiſts * Who hath baund 
the Waters in a Garment ? Who hath eſtavliſh- 
ed the Ends of the Earth ? What is his Name, 
and what is his Sons Name if thou canſt tell 8 
Labour with this alſo to take down the pride 
of thy Heart, What doit thou know of God ? 
How littlea portion is it ? How :mmenſe ishe 
in his Nature?. Canſt thou look without ter- 
rour into the Abyſs of Eternity 2 Thou canft 
not bear the rayes of his glorious Being, 

K Becauſe 
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Becauſe I look on this Conſideration of great 
uſe in our walkzng with God, ſo far as it may 
have (as it may have) a Conſiltency with that 
filial Boldneſs which is given us in Jeſus Chriſt 
to draw mob to the Throne of Grace, 1] ſhall far- 
ther infift upon it, to give anabidipg Imprefſi- 
on of it to the Souls of them who delire to 
walk bumbly with God. 

Conſider then I ſay, to keep thy heart in 
continual awe of the A7ajeſty of God , That 
Perſons of the moſt high and eminent Attain- 
ments, of the neareſt and moſt familiar Con- 
munion with God, do yet in this life know but a 
very little of bim, and his Glory, God reveals 
his Name to Moſes, the molt glorious Attri- 
butes that he hath manife{ted in the Covenant 
of Grace, Exod. 34.5,6. yet all are but the 
back:parts of 'God. All that he knowes by it, 
is but little, low, compared to the perfetton 
of his Glory. 

Hence it is with peculiar reference to - 


ſes, that it is ſaid, NVo man bath ſeen God at | 


any time, Joh. 1. 18. Of him in compariſon 


with Chrilt doth he ſpeak, ver/. 17. and of 
him iris here ſaid, No man (no not Moſes, the | 


molt eminent among them) hath ſeen God at 
any time. We ſpeak much of God, can talk 
of Him, his Wayes, his Works, his Connſels all 
the day long; The truth is, we know very 


little of him 5 our Thoughts, our Meditations, 
our 


_—_—_ POR SHES 


( SY 


P©5  —_-o «oc. ,. cc. ... 


of 81h in Believers. 131 
our Expreſſions of.him are /ow, many of them 
unworthy of his Glory, none of them reaching 
his Perfections. EDE 

You will ſay, that doſes was. under the 
Law, when God wrapped up himſelf in dark; 
#eſs, and his Mind in Types and Clouds and 
dark-Inititutions. Under the glorious ſhining 
of the Goſpel, which hath brought Life and 
Immortality to light, God being revealed from 
his ewn boſome, we now know him much 
more clearly, and as he 5: We ſee.his face 
now, and not his back:parts onely as Moſes 
did. | 

Anrſ. 1. I acknowledge a vaſt, and almoſt 
unconceivable difterence between the . 
Acquaintance we now have with  Heb.1-11. 
God, after his ſpeakzng to vs by his 
own Son, and that which the generality of the 
Saints had under the Law: For although their 


eyes were as good, ſharp and (clear as ours, 


their Farth and ſpiritual «nderſtanding not be- 
hind ours, the Objec# as glorious unto them 
as unto us, yet our day is more: clear | than 
theirs was; the Clouds are blown 


away and ſcattered, the ſhadowes of  Cant,q6- 


the Vight are gone and fled away, . 
the Sun is riſen, and the Means of fight is 
made more eminefit and clear than formerly. 


'Yet, | 


* 2;. That peculiar fight which 2foſe; me 
| K 2 0 
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of God, Exod. 34. was a Goſpek ſight, a fight 


of God as Graciom, &c. and yet it's called 
but kis back:parts, that is, but /ow and mean, 
in compariſon” of his. Excellencies and Per- 
fections, | - | 
3. The Apoſtle exalting.to the utmoſt this 
Glory of Goſpel Light above that of the Law, 
| manifeſting that now the ve:/ 
dvaxogruupire Canſtng. Darkpeſs is -taken a- 
MET. way ; fo that with open or 
uncovered face we behold the 
Glory of the Lord; Tells us how : As in 4 


glaſs, 2 Cor. 3.18. 1n a glaſs. How is that? 


Clearly, perfettly ? Alas no: Hetells you how 


that is, 1 Cor. 13. 12. We ſee through a glaſs. 


darkly, (faith he: It is not a Teleſcope, that 
helps us to ſee things afar off, concerning 
which the Apoſtle ſpeaks; and yet what poor 
helps are they ! How ſhort do we come of 
the Truth of things, notwithſtanding their 


Aſſiſtance ! It is a Lookeng-glaſs whereunto he 


alludes, ( where are only obſcure ſpecies and 


zmages of things, and not the things them-- 


ſelves) anda fight therein, that he compares 
our Knowledgeto : He tells you. alſo that all 
that we do ſee &i #onles, by or through this 
Glaſs, is in diwiyuany in a Riddle, in darkneſs 
and Obſcurity ; And ſpeaking of himſelf (who 
ſurely was much more clear ſighted than any 


now living ) he tells us that he ſaw but & wipes, 
mm 
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in part; he ſaw but the back;parts of heaven- 
ly things, v. 12, and compares all the:know- 
ledze he had attained of God, to'that. he had 
of things when he'was a child, verſ.'11, it is 
a wess, thort-of the 2? Trawy: yea Tuch as 
xgragynFirzra, it ſhall be deſtroyed or done 
away. We know what, weak, feeble, uncer- 
tain Notions and Apt :cheffions Children have 
of things of any abſtiu onfideration ; how 
when they grow up with any Improvements 
of Parts and Abilities, thoſe Conceptions va- 
niſh, and they are -aſhamed of them, ' It ts 
the commendation of a Child, to love, honour, 
believe and obey his Father ; but for his Scz- 
ence and Notions, his ' Father knowes their 


 childiſhneſs and Folly, Notwithſtanding all our 


Confidence of high Attainments, all our No- 
tions of God are but ch:/diſh in-reſpect ti. 
infinite Perfeftions. Weliſp and babble" 
ſay we know not what, for the mot part in 


'our moſt accurate (as we think) Conceptions 


and Notions of God, We may love, honour, 
believe and obey our Father, and therewith he. 
accepts our Childiſh thoughts, for they are 
but Childiſh. We ſee but his back-parts, we 
know but little of him. Hence 1s that Pro- 
miſe, wherewith we are ſo often ſupported - 
and comforted in our Diſtreſs; we ſhall ſee 


him as he 25; we ſhall ſee him face to face; 


know 4s we are knowz ; comprehend that for 
K 3 which 
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which we are comprebended, 1 Cor. 15, 12. 
3 Joh. 3.2. and ponivelfs Now we ſee him 
zoe: All concluding that here we ſee but his 

-parts,.not as he is, but in a dark obſcure 
reſentation , not in_the perfection of his 


The Queez of Sheha %$ad heard much of 
and d.many great thoughts of 
ind thereupon-;; but 


forced to.confeſs, that the one half of the truth 
bad not beentold her. We may ſuppoſe that 
we have hereattained great knowledge, clear 
and high thoughts of God; but alas ! when 
he ſhall bring us into his preſence, we ſhall 
cry, out, we never knew him as he is : The 


thouſandth part of his Glory and PerfeRti- 


| mod Blefſedneſs, never cntred into our 


+ þ 

6Te Apoſtle tells us; 1 Foh. 3. 2. That we 
know not what we our ſelves ſhall be; what we 
ſhall fd cur ſelves in- the ſue; much leſs 
will it enter into our Hearts to conceive, what 
God #, and what we ſhall find him to be, 
Conſider either þ3»2 who is to be knows, or the 
Way whereby we know him, and this will far- 
ther appear, 

Firſt, We know ſo little of God, becauſe 
itis God who is thus. to be known; that 15, 
he who hath deſcribed bjmſelf to ys very "_ 

y 
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by this, That we canyot know him: What elſe 


doth he intend where he calls himſelf ;2vi{#6le, 
incomprehenſible, and the like ? That is, He 
whom we doe not, cannot know as he is ; and 
our farther progreſs conſiſts more in knowing 
what he # ot, than what he is. Thus is he 
deſcribed to be :mmortal, infinite ; that is, he 
is not as we are, mortal , finite, and limed, 
Hence 1s that glorious deſcription of him, 
1 Tim. 6.16. Who only hath Immortality, dwell- 
ing in the light which no man can approach un- 
to, whom no man hath ſeen nor can ſee. His 
light is ſuch as no Creature can approach un- 
to: Heis not ſeen, not becauſe he cannot be 
ſeen, but becauſe we cannot bear the ſight of 
him. The Light of God (iz whom is no Dark- 
neſs) forbids all acceſs to him by any Crea- 
ture whatever ;: We who cannot behold the 
Sunin its glory, are too too weak to bear the 
beams of Infinite Brightneſs. 

On this Conſideration (as was ſaid) the wiſe 


- man profeſſeth himſelf 4 very Beaſt, and not 


to have the underſtanding of a Man , Prov. 
30. 2, that is, he knew nothing in compariſon 


| of Gad, ſo that he ſeemed to have loſt all his 


Underſtanding, when once he came to the Con- 

fideration of him, his work and his wayes. In 

this Conſideration let our Souls deſcend to 
ſome particulars. | 

1. For the Being of God; we are ſo far 

K 4 from 
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from a knowledge of 7, ſoas to be able to 
znſtruct one another therein, by words and 
expreſſions of it, as that to frame any concepr;- 
015 in our Mind, with ſuch ſpecies and im- 
preſſions of things as we receive the know- 
ledge of all other things by, is to make an 
Jdol to our ſelves, and ſo to worthip a God 
of our own »akzng, and not the God that 
made us. We may as well and as /awfully 
hew him out of wood, or ſtoze, as form hima 
being in qur Minds ſuited to our Apprehen- 
lions. : | 

The utmoſt of the beſt of our thoxghts of 
the being of God. is, that we can have no 
tboughts of it, Our knowledge of a being is 
but /ow, when 1t 9ounts no higher but only to 
know that we know it not. 

2. There be ſome things of God, which 
he himſelf hath taught us to ſpeak of, and to 
regulate our Expreſſions of them; but when 


we have ſo done, we ſee not the things them- ' 


ſelves, we know them not: To believe and 


admire is all that we attain to. .We profeſs 


\ ( as we are taught, ) that God is znfinire , 
ornipotent , eternal; and we know what 
Diſputes and Notions, there areabout Omni- 
preſence, Immenſity, Infiniteneſs and Eternity, 
We have (l ſay ) words and zotions about theſe 
things, but as to the things themſelves, what 
do we krow? What do we __— of 
. nem : 
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them? Can the Mind of Man do any more 


but ſwallow it ſelf up in an 7nfinire Abyſs, 
which 1s as nothing; give it ſelf up to what 


. It cannot coxcezve, much leſs expreſs ? Is not 


our underſtanding brutiſh in the Contem- 
plation of ſuch things? and is as if it were 
not ; yea the perfection of our underſtanding, 
15, not to underſtand, and to reſt there : They 
are but the back parts of Eternity and Infi- 
niteneſs that we have a glimpſe of, What 
ſhall I ſay of the Trinity, or the Subliſtence of 
aijtin&t Perſons inthe ſame 1nd5viaual Eſſence z 
a Myſtery by many denycd, becauſe by none 
underſtood ; a Myſtery whoſe every letter 1s 
myſterious, 

Who can declare the' Generation of the 
Son, the proceſſion of the Spirit, or the diffe- 
rence of the one from the other ? but I ſhall 
not farther inſtance in particulars. That infi- 
nite and inconceivable diſtance that is between 
Him and us, keeps us in the dark as to any 
fiebt of his face, or clear Apprehenſion of his 
Perfections. 

We know him rather by what he does, 
than by what he is : by his do;z7g us good, than 
by his eſſential Goodneſs; and how little a por- 
tion of him ( as Fob ſpeaks) is hereby diſco- 
vered ? | 

Secondly, We know little of God, becauſe 
it is Faith alone whereby here we know him ; 


I 
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T ſhall not now diſcourſe about the remaining 
Impreſſions .on the Hearts of all men by Na- 
ture that there is a God, nor what they may 
Rationally be taught concerning that God, 
from the works of his Creation and Providence, 
which they ſee and behold; it is confeſſedly 
(and that upon the wofull experience of all 
Apes) ſo weak, low, dark, confuſed, that none 
ever on that account glorified God as they 
ought, but notwithſtanding all- their know- 
ledge of God, were indeed witbeur Godin the 
world. 

The chief and ( upon the matter ) almoſt 
only acquaintance we have with God, and his 
Diſpenſations of himſclf, is by Faith. He that 
cometh to God muſt believe that he 5, and that 
be ts a Rewarder of them that ſeek, him, Heb. 
11.6, Our Knowledge of him, and his Re- 
warding,(the bottom of our Obedience or come- 
zng to him) is believing, We walk, by F aith, and 
not by Sight, 2 Cor. 5.7. Ns mw; ov IN #des; 
by Faith, and ſoby Faith, as not to have any 
expreſs /dca, Imaze,: or ſpecies of that which 
we believe : Faith isall the Argument we have 
of things not ſeen, Heb. 11.1. I might here 
infiſt vupon the Narxre of it, and from all its 
Concomitants and Concernments manifelt, that 
we know but the back-parts of what we know 
by Faith onely. As to its Riſe, it is built 


purely upon the Teltimony of him whom we 
have 
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have not ſeen ;- as the Apoltle ſpeaks, How can 


ye love him whom you bave not ſeen ? That is, 


whom you know not but by Faith that he is: 
Faith receives all upon his Teſt:moxy, whom 
it receives to be, onely upon his own Teſti- 
mony. As to its Nature it is.an Aſert upon 
Teſtimony, not an Evidence upon Demon- 
ſtration; and the Objedt of it. 1s (as was ſaid 
before) above. ns. Hence our Faith (as was 
formerly obſerved) is called a ſeeing darkly 
asina Glaſs: All that we know this way (and 
all that we know of God we know this way)is 
but /ow, and dark, and obſcure. 

But you will ſay, all this is true, but yet it 
is onely ſo to them that know not God (per- 
haps) as he is revealed in Jeſus Chriſt; with 
them who do ſo, 'tis otherwiſe. It is true, 
INo man hath ſeen God at any time, but the 
oxely begotten Son, he hath revealed bim, Joh, 
I. 17, 18, and, che Son of God 1s now come, 
and hath given us an underſtanding that we may 


know bim that 15 true, 1 Joh. 5. 20. 


| The Illumination of the glorious Goſpel of 
Chriſt who is the Image of God ſhineth upon 
Believers, 2 Cor, 4.4. yea and God who come 
manded light to ſhine out of darkneſs, ſhines in- 
to their hearts, to give them the knowledge of 
his Glory in the face of his Son, v.6. So that 
though we were darkneſs, yet we are now lzght 
zn the Lord, Eph. 5.8. And the Apoltle ſayes, 
| 2a, 
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We all with open face bebold the Glory of the 
Lord, 2 Cor. 3. 18. and we are zow fo far 
from being in ſuch darkneſs, or at ſuch a di- 
ftance from God, that our communion and fel- 
lowſhip is with the Father and the Son, 1 Joh. 
1.3. The Light of the Goſpel whereby now 
God is revealed, is glorio; not a Star, but the 
Sn in his beauty is riſen upon us; and the 
weil is taken from our faces; ſo that though 
wrbelicvers, yea and perhaps fome weak Be- 
levers may be in ſome darkreſs, yet thoſe of 
any growth, or conſiderable Atrainments have 
a clear ſight and view of the face of God in 
Jefus Chriſt. 

A. 1. The truth is, we all of us kzow 
enough of him to love him more than we doe, 
to delight in him, and ſerve him, believe him, 

. obey him, put our trut in him above all that 
we have hitherto attained. 

Our Darknzſs and Weakneſs is no Plea for 
our Negligence and Diſobedience. Who 1s It 
that hath walked up to the, Knowledge that 
he hath had of the Perfeitions, Excellencies, 
and Will of God? Gods End in giving us any 
Knowledge of himſelf here, is that we may 
glorifie him as God; that is, love him, ſerve him, 
belicye and obey him, give him all the honour 
and' Glory that is due from poor ſinfull Crea- 
eures,toa fin-pardoningGod, and Creafor ; we 


mult all acknowledge, vhat we were never 
throughly 
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throughly transformed into the Image of that 


Knowledge which we have had. And had we 
uſcd our Talents well, we might. have- been 
trulted with wore. 

2. Comparatively , that knowledge which 
we have of God by the Revelation of Jeſus 


- Chriſt inthe Goſpel, isexceeding eminent and ' 


glorious. It is ſo in compariſon of any knowledge 
of God that might otherwiſe be attained, or 
was delivered in the Law under the Old Te- 
ſtament, which had but the ſhadow of good 
things, not the expreſs Image of them. This the 
Apoltle purſes ar large, 2 Cor. 3. Chritthath 
now in theſe laſt dayes revealed the Father 
from his own boſome, declared his Name, made 
known his Mind, Will and Councel in a far- 
more clear, eminent, diſtint manner than he 
did formerly, whileſt he kept his People under 
the pedagogy of the Law: And this is that which 
for the moſt part is intended in the places be- 
fore mentioned ; the clear, perſpicuom delivery 
and declaration of God,and his Will in the Go- 
ſpel is expreſly exalted in compariſon of any 
other way of Revelation of himſelf. 2s 

3. The difference between Believers and Vn- 


| believers as to Knowledge,is not ſo much inthe 


Mater of their Knowledge, as in the Manner 
of knowing. Unbelievers ſome of them may 
know more, and be able to ſay more of God, 
his PerfeQtions and his will, than many Believ- 

ers, 
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ers, but they know nothing as they ought: 
nothing in a right manner, nothing ſpiritually 
and ſavingly; nothing with an holy, heavenly 
light. The excellency of a Believer is not, that - 
he hath a large Apprebenſton of things, but that 
what he doth apprehend (which perhaps may 
be very little) He ſees it in the /zghr of the Spi- 
rit of God, in a ſaving ſoul-transforming light - 
And this is that which gives us cor-munzion with 
God, and not prying Thoughts,or car50z raiſed 
Notions. | C 
4. Jeſus Chriſt by his Word and Spzrz, re- 
veals to the Hearts of all his, God as a Fa« 
ther, as a God in Covenant, as a Rewarder, 
every way ſufficiently to teach us tro obey him 
here, and to lead us to his Boſome, to lye\ 
down there in the Fruition of him to Eternity : 
But yet now, 

5. Notwithſtanding all this, it is but a /zerle 
portion we know of him, we ſee but his back- 
parts. For, 

(1) The intendment of all Goſpel Revela- 
tion isnot to unveil Gods Eſſential Glory, that 
we ſhould ſee him as he's, but meerly to de- 
clare ſo much of him as he kzowes ſujficient to 
be a bottom of our Faith, Love, Obedience, 
and coming to him. That is, of the Fazth which 
here he expeRs from us : Such ſervices as be- 
ſeem poor Creatures in the middeſt of Tem- 


ptations; but when he calls us to eternal Aa- 
mratzon 
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miration and Contemplation, without Inter- 


ruption, he will make a new manner of Diſco- 
very of himſelf, and the whole ſhape of things, 


_ as it now lies before us, will depart as a ſha» 


dow, 
(2) We are dull and flow of heart to receive 


, the things that are in the Word revealed. 


God by our Infirmity and weakneſs, keeping 
us In continual dependance on him, for Teach- 
ings and Revelations of himſelf out of his . 
Word, never in this world bringing any Soul 
to the utmoſt of what is fromthe Word to be 
made out and diſcovered; ſo that although the 
way of Revelation in the Goſpel beclear and 
evident, yet we know little of the things them- 
ſelves that are revealed. 

Let us then revive the uſe and intendment 
of this Conſideration; will not a due Appre- 
henſion of this xrconceivable Greatneſs of God, 
and that infinite diſtance wherein we ſtand 
from him, fill the Soul with an holy and awfull 
Fear of him; ſoas to keepit in a Frame un- 
ſuited to the thriving or flouriſhing of any Luſt 
whatever? Let the Soul be continually wont- 


_ ed to Reverential thoughts of Gods greatneſs 


and omnipreſence, and- it will be much upon 
Its watch, as to any undue deportments z con- 
ſider hizz with whom you have to doe; even 
our God is a conſuming fire, and in your 
greateſt Abaſhments at his preſence and eye» .. 
know) 


TAXA - TU 1414 #1 |, 
know, that your very Nature is too narrow 
to bear 4pprehenſions ſuitable to his eſſential 
Glory. 


CHAP; A111 


The Ninth ation, When the heart is diſ- 


 quieted by Sin, ſpeak no peace to it, untull 
God ſpeak_it. Peace without deteſtation of 
Stn, unſound; So 18 Peace meaſured out unto 


oxr ſelves. How we may know when we | 


meaſure our peace unto our ſelves, Dire(ti- 
ons asto that Enquiry. The vanity of ſpeak- 
ing peace ſlightly, Alſo of doing it on one 


ſingular account, not univerſally, 


N cafe God diſquiet the Heart about the 

Guilt of its Diſtempers either in reſpect of 
its Root and indwelling, or in reſpect of any 
 Eruptions of it, take heed thou ſpeakeſ# not 
peace to thy ſelf before God ſpeaks it ; but 
hearken what he ſayes to thy Soul: This 1s our 
next Direction, without the Obſervation 
whereof, the Heart will be exceedingly ex- 
poſed to the deceirfulnefs of Sin. 

This is a buſineſs of great importance. It is 
a ſad thing for a man to deceive his own Soul 


herein. All the warnings God gives us in 
| tender- 
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our ſelves, do tend to the preventing of this 
great Evil of ſpeaking peace groundleſly to our 


| ſelves, which is; upon the ifſue to bleſs our 


ſelves in an oppoſition ta God. It 1s not my 
buſineſs to infix_ upon the danger of it, but to 
help Believers to preyentit, and to let them 
know when they do ſo. | | 

To. mannage this DireQion aright, ob- 
ſerve, - 

(1) That as it is the great Prerogative and 
Soverezgnty of God to give grace to whom 


he pleaſes, ( he bath mercy on whom be will, 


Rom. 9.16, and among all the Sons of men, 
He calls whom he will, and ſanQtifies whom 
he wll,) ſo among thoſe ſo called and juſts- 
fied, and whom he will ſave, He yet reſerves 
this Priviledge to himſelf, to ſpeak Peace to 
whom he pleaſeth, and in what Degree he 
pleaſeth, even amongſt them on whom he 


| hath beſtowed Grace. He is the God of all 


Conſolation, in an eſpecial manner in his 
dealing with Believers: . That is, of the good 
things that he keeps locked- up in his Fami- 
ly , and gives out of it _.to all his Children 


| athis pleaſure, This the Lord inſifts on, //a. 


57. 16, 17, 18. It is the caſe under Confide- 


"ration that is there infiſted on. When *God 


ſayes he will heal their Breaches and Diſ- 
conſolations, he aſſumes this Piven to 
| L KN im- 
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himſelf in an eſpecial: manner. 7 create 47; 


verſ.19; Eveii inreſpect of theſe poor wound-. 


cd Creatures, 7 cyedte ir, and accotding'to my 
ſoveraipnty make itbut fisTpleaſe, 
Hence as it"is With the collation” of Grace 
in refefence to them that are'in the, ſtate of 
Natore; God doth it” in (great Curiofity, and 
his proceedings .therein, in taking and teaving, 
as to'outward Appearances, quite beſides, and 
contrary oft-times to all probable Expectati- 
ons; ſo 'is it in his Communicatron' of 'Peace 
and Joy in referenceunto them that'are in the 
ſtate of Grace; he 'gives them' out oft times 
Quite befides our expeRtation, as'to any ap: 
pearipg Grounds'of. his Diſpenfarions,  ' 


(2) As God createFit for whom he pleaſeth, 


ſo it is the Prerogative of Chriſt, to' ſpeak it 
bome to the Conſcience: Speaking ' to *the 


Church* of Laodicea,, who had healed het | 
Wounds falſly, and, fpoke peace” to her ſelf | 


when ſhe ought not, 'He takes to himfelf that 
Title, ,1 am the Amen ; the faithfull witneſs, 
Revel. 3; 14. He bears teſtimony concerning 
our Condition as'it'is indeed; we may. pol: 
fibly miſtake, and trouble our ſelves in" vain, 
or fatter dur ſelves upon falſe Grounds, but 
he igthe Amen, the faithfull witneſs, and what 
he ſpeaks of our State and Condition; that it'is 
p97 lh Ir. 3. He is ſaid not to judge ac- 


gerdin7 to the ſight of the eye, mot _— F 
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to any ontward appeara ge, or.any, wall | 
may, be ſubje to a $C, as. W< ATE, apt to 
do ; but He. ſhall judge. and. derermint 'every 
cauſe. as if is indeed. ... 
Take thele two preyious Ohſctvations, and 
I ſhall give, ſome; Rles., whereby men 'may 
know . whether, Gad, Jpraks peace e.to Vn, 


_ or whether. they. ſpeak peace to theme yes 


onely.. 


4 Men certainl beak. peace. ro-th 
whea their {o rainy not a mgey. OK: 


greatel?, Aeteſtation.. Lapin: hoe 0 : 6 in : 


Teſergnce.. whereunto they, d 9 e & 
themlelver and. abharre, CNSop 
t., When men,are waygde 0 eg cy 
2 perplexed, and mts that Res BY 
remedy. tor, them, "ac ic m the merc es "0 


God- through. the bloed. o Chriſt, do. iere- 
fore. took, to him, and; to. the We (10 MA thi 
Covenant in-him, . and thereupon * 


 bearts.thag.it. ſhall 'be, well with, Fl 1. E JR 
e fl 


that Gad Ma be cxofe MALE mY may 

cious. to,;them.,, and. yet theig Souls :are n 
EOS the greateſt. phem Bah of the. f 

or ſing.,upon the:.Account., whiggegh they, ax 
diſquieted,;. this.is mY eafrhemf elygs, AA ide 
to be healed of Ged. . This is but 2 great, and 
ſtrong wind, that the af "nigh unto, but 
the Lord.is not. in-the. & When men, 


| j \nely look . up6nr Chr whom they . have 
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pierced, (without which there is no Healing or 
Peace,) they will mourn, Zech, 12. 10. they 


will -ourn for him even upon this account, 
and detelt the ſin that pierced him. When 


\. we go to Chriſt for healing, Faith eyes him 


peculiarly as one pierced. Faith takes ſeveral 
Views of Chritlt according to the Occaſions of 
Addreſs to him, and communion with him that 


| It hath, Sometimes it views his Holineſs, 
' fometimes his power, ſometimes his love,his fa- 


vour With his Father, And when it goes for 
bealing and peace, it looks eſpecially on the. 


| blaodof the Covenant, on his Sufferings ; for by 


his ſtripes are we bealed, and the chaſtiſement of 


” our peace was upon bim, Iſa, 53. 5. when we 


look for Healing, his ftripes are to beeyed; 
not in the outward ſtory of them, which is the 
courſe of Popiſh Devotioniſts, but in the Love, 
Kindneſs, Myſtery and deſign of the Croſs. ' 
And when we look for peace, his Chaſtiſe- 
ments mult be in our eye: Now this 1 ſay, if 
it be done according to the 13nd of God, and 
in the ſtrength of that Spirir which is pouted 
out on Believers, it will beget a deteſtation 
of that fin or fins, for which healing and | 
peace is ſought. So Exck, 16. 60, 61. never- 
theleſs 1 will remember my Covenant with 
thee in the dayes of thy youth, and I will efta- 
bliſh unto thee an everlaſting Covenant, and. | 
what then? then thou ſhalt remember thy |, 
' ways 
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wayes and be aſhamed. When God comes 
home to ſpeak peace ina ſure Covenant of it, 
ic fills the Soul with ſbame for all the wayes 
whereby. it hath been alienated from him. And 
one of the things that the Apoſtle mentions 
as attending that godly ſorrow which is accom- 
panyed with Repentance unto Salvation never 
to be repented of, is revenge, yes what re- 
enge, 2 Cor. 7. 11. They reflected on their 
miſcarriages with Indignation and Revenge 
for their Folly in them. When Fob comes 
up toa through healing, he cryes,. Now I ab- 
horre my ſelf, Job 4.2.6. and untill he did ſa, 
he had no abiding peace. He might perhaps 
have made up himſelf with that Doctrine of 
free Grace which was ſo excellently preach- 
ed by Elihu; Chap. 33. from v. 14. unto the 
29'h, buthe had then but s&z»ned his wounds, 
he muſt come to ſelf-abborrency, if he come 
to healing. So was it with thoſe in P/al. 78. 
33, 33. in their great trouble and perplexity_ 
for and upon the Account of Sin | I doubt 
not but upon the Addreſs they made to. God 
in Chriſt, (for that ſo they did, is evident from 
the titles they gave him, they call him their 


. Rack, and their Redeemer, two words every 


where pointing out the Lord Chriſt ) they. 
ſpake peace to themſelves;but was it ſoud and 
abiding ? No, it paſſed away as the early dew - 


God ſpeaks not one word of peace to their 
E-3 Souls, 


A | AT IITIS I-01. 
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Souls. - Bat-why. had.they.not peace? Why, 
becauſe in their: Addreſs to God they flatter- 
ed him-. Buthow doththat appear ? ver. 37. 
Their heart was: not: r.ght with him , - neither 


were-they ſtedfaſt. They had not a dereſtats- 


on nor Felingquiſhment of that fifi, in reference 
whereunto-:they-/pake peace to themſelves; 
Let a man make what eppliication he will for 
healing and peace, let-him do it to the true Phy- 
fitzan, let him do it. the right way,; let; him 
quiet his Heart in the. Promiſes of the. Cove- 
nant; yet when Peace is /poker, if it be not 
attended with the deteſtation and Abhorrency 
of that' Sin which was the wonnd, and cauſed 
the Diſquietment, this is no Peace.of Gods 
creating, but of our own purchaſing.. It is but 
a *5kinning- over the wound, whileſt the "core 
lyes at the bottom, which will purrifie and 
corrupt, and corrode, untill it break-out again 
with zoyſomneſs, vexation. and danger, Let 
not poor Souls that walk in ſuch a path as: this, 
(they-are more ſerſible of the trouble of Sin, 
thanof the pollutzor or-uncleanneſs that attends 
it; they addreſs themſelves for mercy, yea to 
the Lord in Chrilt they-addreſs themſelves for 
rercy, but yet will keep the ſweet Morſcl of 
their'Sin.under their Tongve,) let them (1 ſay) 
neverithink to have #rue and ſolid peace. For 
mſtance, Thou findettthy Heart running out 
after the World; and. it diſturbs thee in thy 


£0» 
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communion: With God _ the: Spirit ſpeaks ex- 
preſſely to thee, He that loveth the World, the 
love of the Fatber 1 not gu him, 1 Joh. 2.15. 
This puts thee on dealing, with Godin Chritt 
for the heal;zng of thy. Soul, the quieesng.of thy 
Conſcience; but yet ;withall. a | through. de- 
teſtation of the evil. it ſelf: abide$ not .upon 
thee; yea-perhaps that is liked well enough, 
but onely in reſpeQtofthe Conſequences of it:; 
perhaps .thou mayit be ſgved, yet as-thraugh 
fire; and, God will | have,ſome work with 
thee before he hath done, but thou wilt have 
little Peace in this Lite; thou wilt be ſickand 
fainting all thy dayes, 1ſa;57. 17. Thisis.A4 
Deceit that lyes at the oor: of the :Peacg; of 
-many-Profcfſors, and watts it ; they deal, with 
all their {irength about Mercy. and Pardon ; 
and ſeem to-have great; Communion with Gad 
in their ſo doing: - they lye, before him,,-.be- 
wail. their Sins and Follies, that any-one would 
think (yea they think themſelves) that ſuxely 
they and their Sins are now parted,, and ſo xe- 
ceive- in Mercy that /ati3fies their Hearts for 
a little ſeaſon; but when a through, ſearch 
. comes to. be madc,-. there hath been ſome. &- 
cret reſerve for the Folly.: or Follyes” great- 
ed about;.. at leaſt there hath not been,,that 
through Abhorrency of it which is necelnry ; 
and their -whole peace- is; quickly difcovered 
to be. weak end rotten ;. ſcarce abiding -any_ 
L 4 longer 


-- 
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longer than the words of begging it are in | 


their mouths, | 

(2) When men meaſure out peace tothem- 
ſclves upon the concluſrons that their convitts- 
ons and Rational Principles will carry them 
out unto; This is a falfe peace, and will not 
abide. 1 hall a little explain what 1 mean 
hereby. A man hath got a wound by fin, he 
hath a Conviction of ſome Sin upon his 
Conſcience, he hath not walked uprightly 
as becometh the Goſpel ; all is not well and 
right between God and his Soul: He conſi- 
ders now what is to be done ;. Light he hath, 
and knows what Path he muſt take, and how 
his Soul hath been formerly healed. Con- 
ſidering that the Promiſes of God are the 
outward Means of Application for the heal- 
3ng of his ſores, and quieting of his Heart, 
he goes to them, ſearches them out, finds out 
ſome one or more of them, whoſe lteral 
Expreſſions are direly ſuited to his condi- 
ti0n + Sayes he to himſelf, God ſpeaks in 
this Promiſe, here will take my ſelf a plaiſter 
as long and broad as my wound, and ſo 


brings the word of the promiſe to his Condi- | 


$:0n, and ſets him down in peace. This is 
another appearance upon the mount, the Lord 
Joh-16.8 is. ncer, but the Lord is not in it. 
a " It hath not been the work of the 
Spirit, (who alone can convince us'of Sz: and 
| Þ Righteouſ- 
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Righteouſneſs and Fudgement,) but the mere 
Actings of the intelligent rational Soul, Ag 
there are three ſorts of Lives (we ſay;) the 
vegerative, the ſenſitive and the rational or, 
intelligent. Some rhings have onely the ve- 
getative; ſome the ſenſuive alſo, and that in- 
cludes the former; ſome have the rational, 
which takes iz and ſuppoſes both the other. 
Now he- that hath the rational, he doth not 
onely act ſuitably to that principle, but al- - 
ſo to both the others, he growes and is ſen- 
ſible. It is ſo with men in the things of 
God; ſome are meecr nature! and rational 
men; ſome have a ſuperadded Conviction 
with Illumination; and ſome are truely re- 
generate, Now he that hath the latter, hath 
alſo both the former z and therefore he acts 
ſometimes upon the Principles of the rational, 
ſometimes upon the Principles of the enlighten- 
ed man. His true ſpiritual life is not the prin- 
ciple of all his motions; He acts not alwayes 
in the ſirengrh thereof, neither are all his 
fruits from that Root. In this caſe that I 
ſpeak of, he ats merely upon the Principle 


_ of Convittion and Illumination, whereby, his 


firſt zzaturals are heightened; but the Spirit 
breaths notat all upon all theſe waters. Take 
an Inſtance; ſuppoſe the wound and diſquiet 
of the Soul to be upon the account of Relapſes, 
Which whatever the evil or Folly be, wy | 


5 b ON BO ne F De": A07 th $346 cat 702 
* forthe anche ity never ſo final, yet there 
 * fe no” wounds'deeper than thoſe that are 
* - givca- the Soul-on/thataccount, nor diſquiet- 
ents*preater; In the - perturbation. of his 
Wiidd; he-finds out that Promile, .//a, 55. 7 
#:Lord: will bave mercy, and. our God i 
ebandanly parton ; oHe:will multiply or adde 
heh on eh He will doit. again. andagaiz; or 
tn Hoſe 14:4; \ {-will beal their back ſiding, 


ind thereupon ©concluges Peace! to:-himſeltf; 
 *whetherthe © Spirirof 'God makethe' Applica- 
- *tion or no, whether thar givesifeand power 
"$6 theferrer or -00z4that he-regardc hot, He 
' "Yoth not hearken whether God che Lord ſpeak, 
peace.” Hedoth not'umit upon-God, +who.per- 
"haps yet bides bis'f ace, and ſecs the poor 

- Creature fealing; Peace and running: away 


when tie will dealwith him again;and-call him 


"ſee'thitit is in vain to-goe one ſtep where: God 
doth not take him by the' hand. | 
| I'ſee here indeed -fandry other quiſaix's up- 
6n" this: ariſing and inrerpoſing themſelves: : I 
cannot apply my ſelfitq: them all: one: I ſhall 
a littlefpeak to; *: 


to. be-the path-that the- Holy Spirit leads us 


in; forthe healing of our wourds,and quieeing 
0 


Rh. © 


i will love them freely; This the mati conſiders, 


with #;,-knowing'that' the time74/l »come | 


toa'new- reckoning”; 2; Hof. 17,3; whenhe thall | 


It may be ſaid theh, ſeeing that this ſeems. 
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| of Sin in Believers. 155 
of our hearts, how ſhall we know when we go 
alone our ſelves, and when the Spzrit alſo 


| doth accompany us ? 


Anſ. 1..1f any of you arc out of the way, 


upon this account, God will ſpeedily jet you 


know it; for beſides that, you heve his Prg- 
miſe, that the meck. he will guide 1n 11dotment, 
and teach them his way, Pſal. 25. 9. he will 
not let you alwayeserre., He will (l ſay)not 
ſuffer your, nake4nefs to be, covered with Frg- 
leaves, but take them away, and all the peace 
you have in them, .and. will not ſufter you to 


ſettle on;fuch lees 5 you fhall-quickly , know 


your wozrd is not healed. That 4s, you ſhall 
ſpeedily know whether or no-it be thus with 
you by the event ; the peace you thus get,and 
vbtain, will. not abide. W hileſt the Mind-ig 
overpowered by its own Convictions, thereis 
no hold for diſquietments_to.fixupon. * Stay a 
little and- all theſe reaſonings will, grow cold, 
and vaniſh before the face of the firit Tempta- 
tion thatariſes. But, - _ | 
2.: This ..courſe is commonly taken with. 
out waiting; Which.is the Grace, and that pg 
culiar. ating of Fairh which God calls for to 
be exerciſed tn ſuch a Condition. I know 
God doth ſometimes come in upon the Soul 
4nitantly,, in a roment 2s it, were, woundil 
-and healing it; as I am perſwaded it was4n 
the Caſe of David when he cut off the lap of 
| | Saul's 
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Sauls Garment: But ordinarily in ſuch a |. 


caſe God calls for waiting and la. 


Plal. 123.2. Gbonring, attending as the eye of a 
Plat.130.5, Servant upon his Maſter: Sayes 


the Prophet 1/azab, ch. 8. 17. 1- 


will wait upon the Lord, who hideth bis face 


m Facob. God will have his Children lyea 


while at his door, when they have r«z from 
bis Houſe, and not inſtantly 7»ſh in upon him ; 
unleſs he take them by the bard, and pluck 
them in, when they are ſo aſhamed that they 
dare not come to him. Now /ſel/f-healers, or 
men that ſpeak peace to themſelves, do com- 
monly make hafe, they will not tarry; They 
do not bearken what God ſpeaks, 1/a. 28. 16, 
but on they will goe to be healed, 
3. Such a Courſe, though it may quiet the 
Conſcience and the ſind, the rational con- 
cluding part of .the Soul, yet it doth not 
ſweeren the Heart with Relt and gracious Con- 
'tention, The Anſwer it receives is much 
like that EL/ha gave 'Vaaman, Go in peace; 
2 King. 5. 19. it quieted his Mind, but I much 
queſtion whether it ſweerned his Heart, or gave 
*him any Foy #2 Believing, other than the natu- 
'ral Joy that was then ſtirred in him upon his 
healing. Doe not my words doe good, ſaith the 
Lord, Mich. 2.7. When God ſpeaks, there is 
- not only zxath in his words, that may anſwer 


the Conviion of our Underſtanding, but alfo 
they 
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Pſal. 116. 16. 
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they doe good, they bring that which is ſweee 


and good and deſireable to the Will and Aﬀecti- 
ons: By them the Soul returns unto its Reſt, 

4. Which is worſt of all, it amends: not 
the life, it heals not the evil, it cures not the 
diſtemper : When God ſpeaks Peace, it guides 
and keeps the Soul that it turn not again''to 
Folly, P/a'. 85. 8. When we ſpeak it our 
ſelves, the Heart is not taken off the Evil. 
Nay it is the readyeſt courſe in the world to 
bring a Soul into a trade of Backſliding. ' If 
upon thy plaiſtering thy ſelf, thou findeit thy 
ſelf rather animated to the batre/ again, than 
vtterly weaned from it, it is t00 pa/pable thar 
thou haſt been at work, with thy own Soul, 
but Jeſas Chriſt and his Spirit were not there. 
Yea and often-times Nature having done its 
work, will ere a few dayes are over come 
for its Reward; and having been «ive in 
the work of Healing, will be ready to reaſon 
fora new wounding. In Gods ſpeaking peace 


there comes along ſo much ſweer- Luk.22.32. 


eſs and ſuch a Diſcovery of his 

Love, as is a ſtrong Obligation on the Soul no 
more to deal pervcrlly. | _ 

(3) We ſpeak, Peace to our ſelyes, when 

we doit ſizghtly. This the Prophet complains 
of in ſome Teachers, Jer. 6. 14. They have 
 bealed the wound of the Danghter of my people 
| ſtsghtly. 
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ſteghnly; And it is. ſo with ſome perſons, they 
make the healing of their wounds a flight work, 
a look.,, a glance of Faith to the Promiſes does 
Y and ſo the matter is ended. The Apoſtle 
tells us,. that :the:Word did not. profit: ſome, 
becauſe it. was not mixed with Faith ,: Heb, 
& 2.44) ovynrenuar@,; it was not well tem- 
pered -and -mingled with Faith, -It. .is-not a 
mere; /ook. to the: word of Mercy inthe Pro- 
miſe, -butit mul} bemngled with . Faith untill 
At is -encorporatea.inig, the very .Nature: of it; 
and-thet indeed it doth good unto the Soul: 
If thov,;hait bad a wound upon thy ;Cofiſci- 
ence, which, was. attended with weakneſs and 
-difſquietneſs, which, now thou art. Freed of, 
How::camelt thou ſo? . I looked-tg.the,Pro- 


miſes: of pardon and! healing., and fo. found 


Peace : Yea but.perhaps. thou hai made too 
much haſte, thou. ha,done it. overly,;thou 
ha{t not fed upon the Promiſe, ſoas tomi it 
With: Faith, to have,got. all the wirrxe. of it 
diffafed into thy Soul; onely thou halt done 


it /zgbtly ; thou wilt find thy wound-ere it be 


'long breaking out again, and thou ſhal know 
\thar thou art not-cured: 

(4) Whoevenſpeaks p:ace to kimſelfupan 
any: one accounty, and-at the ſame time hath 
another-Evilotno leſs emportance lying upon 
his Spirit, about which he hath had no deal- 


ing. with God, that man crycs Peace when 
there 
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there is none, A little'ts, explain my Mean- 
ing: A man hath neglected a Duty againand 
again, perhaps when in all. Righteouſneſs it 


was due from him; his Conſcience is perplex- 


ed, his Soul wounded; he hath no quiet in his 


Bones by-:reaſon of his Sin; he:applyes hin 


ſelf for Healing, and finds: Peace. Yet in the 
mean time:perhaps worlalizeſs, or Pride,-or 
ſome other-folly wherewith the Spirit of God 
's exceedingly gr:evea, may lye in the&bdſom 
of that man, and they neither diſturb.him, nox 
he them. 'Let notthat man think that any.of his 
Peaceisfrom God. -. :: Yar 2 

” Then: thaltic be welb with men ales they 
have an-equal reſpectito all Gods Commande- 
ments, God will juffifie us from our fans, 
but: he-wxill: not -itifie, the leaſt fin 197us; 
Heis a God: of paren<yes than to: bebold-l 

ul 0.7589 WII62 47 I Wn 

, ES W ben! men of: themſelves ſpeaks BedCE 
to; their Conſciences,: 1698 16}dom,; that; God 
ſpeaks humiliation to-their Souls «4! 'Gods.Beace 
is humbling Peace, welting Peace, a9 twain 
the.cafoof: Davidz Pfakg1ity Neveritich deep 
bunt|izition-as when INerban brought hm the 
tidings of his:Pardbny7t 25 no: ' + 

+ D.' But you will ſay, her may. ye "Make | 
the comfarti of a Promiſe 45 our own. #-r6- 
lation to forme peculiar Ewe for the quicring 


al » we Heart, 
XY *A.1.In 
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A. 1. In general, when God ſpeaks it, be it 
| when it will, ſooner or later. I told you be- 
fore, He may doe it in the very inſtant of the 
fin it ſelf, and that with fuch rreſiſtable pow. 
er, that the Soul muſt needs receive his mind 
init. Sometimes he will make us ware longer ; 
but when he ſpeaks, be it ſooher or later, be 
it when we are inning or repenting, be. the 
Condition of our Souls what they pleaſe, if 
God /peak, he muſt be received, There is not 
any thing that in our Communion with him 
the-Lord is more troubled\with us for, (if 
I may fo ſay) than our unbelieving Fears that 
keep us off from receiving that ſtrong con- 
folation which he is ſo willing to give to 
US. - 

' But you will ſay, We are where we were; 


when God ſyeaks it, we muſt receive it; that is 


true, but how ſhall we know when he ſpeaks? _ 
Anſ. 1. T1 would we could all praftically 
come upto this, to receive peace when we are 
convinced that God fpeaks it, and that it is 
our Duty to receiveit; But, | 
2. There is (if I may fo ſay) a ſecret in- 
tin in Faith, whereby it knowes the voice 
of Chriſt, when He ſpeaks indeed; as the 
babe leaped in the wowb when the blefled 
Virgin.came to Elizabeth; Faith leaps in the 
heart when Chriit indeed draws nigh to it; 
My ſheep (fayes Chriſt) know my voyce, Joh. 
| 10.14. 
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105 14, They Ape) ge .Voicez they. are uſed to. 
= found of it, and they;know when. Lis lips 
are opened. to Rell o WIR 
The. ſponſe was ina ſad condition, Woe 
affcep. im ſecurity,;, but-. J66.8 as Hopi Nei 
ſpeaks ſhe cryes, 1t 1s the woice of my, pucd 
that ſpeaks;She knew his voice, and was To ac- 

ommunion. with him that.in-. 
itantly ſhe diſcovers him:and ſo will you alſo : 


6 


if you exerciſc;yqur ſely byey $9 uaintance & 
ill eaſi 


communion with him,you wi y diſcern be- , 


tween, his vozre and the yoice of a fir: 
taks this xg/mHewy wit goes 53:V we pea 
be [ons as ON yy Who - 
ſka vi wer,and one. wa he (Wi 
make. your a, burn within a as He did 
tothe Difeiples,Luk. 22,He'doth it by PeEing 
in his hand at the hole of the door, Canr..s 
bis, ſpirit into your, hegrts.to "Tells on 18 
"He that hath his ſenes Eg. to-db, on 


od 3» 


| and experience, b Y.3. cotiſtant iroti n of 


the wayes of Chril 's. entercopr ſe e, the nigrier 
of the operations 6f the "ſpirit , T in the ef. 


ſor] himſelf .in_this caſe.. . - | 

the word' of the Lord "g6tht- good. to 
Gbtoils, He ſpeaks it. * If it hurtibe, if it 
cleanſe and be uſefall for thoſe ends, For which 


» promiſes, aregiven: Vi. 1.To enarar, 2.cleanſe, 
| MF : 3. To 
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3. T6 gr «hd we » Obedience, 4. To 

ſelf- RH c, &c.” But this'is not” ly NES 

neſs: ſhall Ifn No Fay: hee 

of this Direſtion ; without the obſervation'of 
Siri will have rea Avruniges towards'the 


hardening of the eart.” RE 4G 
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The 3 fe 0 FTE Rerkpoig DireBions 
Ti FE ent or the accompliſhment 
'of the, Work, aymed at.”' Aft Faithon owes 

The Feoerat Wayes whereby this Ry 'bet 
Cola of tbe Fulnefs im Cht:ff 
Relief, propoſed. Great Expettutions fs 
nes Ja pong of theſe "ExpeBations.. Hs 
Ser, bis "Fchfulneſs"' Event: of 

Expeations * ON he part of Eby 
"0% We: art of Belfevers, Faith pecu rl 

A 'T; "be al "atd on the” Denth"of Chri, Rom, 
- 6.324; 5, 6. TWWHS. of the —_ Fn thi 

" whole Þuſheſs. 6th 


the. Conldetitii which Hare 
N? FO: in fitted on,rarec rather. TR things 


en OL M10 the work aymed at, than fuch 

as: will effe Tt is Ae hearts due prepa- 

ration for the work it. {clf, witheut which 7 
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will not be, accompliſhed, t that ——_ haye 
& a med ar, 
- Difco for the Gbde' it ſelfare very ſe : 
it |; a 
of | 1mean that are pecytiar"to it. And they-are 
Wn theſe 1 hat follow. ': 

| Firſt, Ser Faith at work bn n Chrif gy | fis 
killing "of th thy fin. His Wookis the great ove 
> | raigne Yemedy for, ſin-fick fouls. ' Live ſd\this 
+; | and thou'wilt dye a Conqueror. Yed'thou 
wilt through the ogd providence of * God, 
live toſcethy luſt dead at thy feet. eH6n 
wilt ſay, how Y Chal F, ith ; a its ſelf 'off' Eu 
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” in ] =p eek for this end and purpo that 
6 | allth hf: this very luſt'wherewith thi wart 
entan! Jay be mortificd by Faith; pondet 
f gh Bo that: though th&u'art no way Bl, 
f hy-felt., to get the conqueſt over 
Alpen RI rohthou's art even Fwbary of con- 
7 tending, "and arr utterly 1 read yy, to faint, Lake 
2 | 16.17, yet that there is enough in Jeſus 
to yieli thee relief Phil: 4. 13. It taid* 
; | prodigal When he was Fa faint, that yet 
% there"was bread enough in his 5 father” 'S houſe > 
C Though he: was at a fliſancs from it,. et i i 
| releivedhim, and. ſaid him, thar there it was. 
h n thy grea atelt 4 diſtreſs 08. Ri Funder 
0 Þ at Mis 5 zrace ſe Riches, rhoſe 
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164 . The Mortification | 
Treaſures of ſtrength, might and help, that, 
ES are laid up in him, for our ſup- 
Iſa: $9.28,29, port, Fob.1. 16. Col.1,19., Let 
SOT.” them come .into,, and abide in 
thy mind; Conſider that he is exa/redand made 
Res anda $4V10Kr to give repentance un- 
tolſracl, At.5.31, andif to give Repentance, 
to give ortsfication, Without which the o- 
ther-is notznor can be,Chrilt tels us that we ob- 
tain purging Grace by abiding in him, oh. 15. 
3+ .;To. a faith uvpen the fulneſs that is in 
Chriſt for our ſupply , is an eminent” way of 
abiding. in Chriſt, for both our inſition and 
aboade is by Faith, Rom. 11.19, 20. Letthen 
thy, ſoul by faith be exerciſed with, ſuch 
thoughts and apprehenfions as theſe. Tama | ,, 
poor weak Creature; unſtable as water,l can- 
not,excel. This corruption is to hard for me, [7 
and is. at the very door of ruining my ſoul : 
and what to do I know not: My. foul is be- | , 
come as farched ground. and an babiration of | 
Dragons; I have made promiſes and'brokys 
them ; vowes and engagemens have been as a 
thing of ought ; many perſwaſioxs hayel had; 
that I had got the w#&ory and ſhould be dels- | 
vered, but 1 am deceived ; ſo that I plainly 
ſee, "that without ſome eminent ſuccour and 
aſſiſtance, I amloſt, and ſhall be prevailed on, 
t9, an utter 7elinquiſhment of God ;but yet 
| 
l 
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thc ugh this be my ſtate and Condition, he: 'n 
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let the hands that _ down be - 
lifted up, and the feeble kreps be 7 —__ 
ſtrengthned:; behold- the Lord - VN 
Chriit char hath all fullneſs of : Grace itt his. 
heart, all fullneſs of power in his hand; *He'is 
able to ſlay all theſe his'enemies. There' is' 
ſufficient proviſion in him for my relief and af- 
filtance : He can take .my drooping dying 
ſoul, and make me more than a | 
Conquerer, Why ſayeſt thou Ram. 8, 38. 

O my ſoul' my way #:lid from 4D 
the Lord and my Faudgment is paſſed over fron 
my God ? Haſt thou nat known, baſs thou not 
beard that the everlaſiing God, the Lond, the 
Creator of the endsthe of the earth fainteth 
not, neither is weary; there is no ſearching of 
bis underſtanding; he erveth power to the faint, 
and to them that have no might he encreaſerb 
ſtrength, Even the yoſtths ſhall faint "and be 
weary, and the young men ſhall utterly fail ; 


| but they that wait ipon the Lord ſhall renew 


their ſtrength, they ſhall mount up with' wings 
as Eagles, they ſhall run and not be weary, they 
ſhall walk. and not faint, Ia. 40. 49; &c.. He 
can make the dry parched onFof my ſoul 
to. become a poole, and my thirity. 'barren 
hEart as ſprings of ' water :- yea he can make 
this habitation of Dragons, this heart ſo full 


_ 
—__——__— 


of abominable luſts, and' fiery ' temptations; 
, tobea place for: Grafo-and fruir to himfel?. 
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Iſa. 35: "So God: ſtayed Paul under | his 
Temptation , with the: Conſideration of the 
ſufficiency. of his: Grace:\, My Grace is ſuffici- 
ent- far thee,' 2 Cor,-12, 9. Though he were 
not_immediately ſo;farre made parraker of it 
astobe freed from his T empration, yetthe ſuf- 
ficiency of it in'God, for:that end and. pur- 


poſe, was enough. to fiay. his Spirit.:; I ſay 


| then, by faith be. much.m the Corſe deration of 


that ſupply and the fullneſs of it,: that is in | 


| Jeſus Chriſt ; \and. how: he can at any time 
\ give thee firength and: deliverance. © Nowif 
herebythoudoſt not find ſzcceſs to a conqueſt, 


- yet thou wilt be faid; in theCharrior,that thou. 


ſhalt not-fly out of the field until the battel be 
ended ; Thou wilt: be-kept from an utter deſ- 
poridency, and, a' lying down under. thy uribe- 
lief ;-or a .turnijn ng. afde to falſe .means- and 
remedies. that jo the iſſue will not relie7e.thee, 
_The- efficacy of this Cenſuleration will be 
found only.in the praQtice, 

2. Raiſe up thy. heaxt by faith to anex- 
petatrortof. Relief from Chriſt ; Relcef in\this 


caſe from; Chriſt is like -the Prophets viſion, | 


| 


Hab.2.;3..\tis for aneppointed time; but at 
the end-1t ſhall ſpeak, and not lye; thought 
rerry, ryetwait for it, becauſe-it will ſurely 
come, it-will not tarry; though it may ſeem 
ſomewhat longto thee, whileſt thou art under 
thy trouble and _ yet it ſhall /xrely 

come 


j 
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come.inthe app ointed. time of the Lord. Jeſus, 
whith'i is the b ot 


relief from Jeſus NE R354 Fes 
wards itn,” as the eyes” 


band of bit mater, P[al. __: Et wen 'heex- | 


ſout ſhall be ſatisfied, ne 

ly deliver thee ; He wy Dt bo 

latter end ſhall be peace, July: look for It, at 
His hand expect when andthow He willdoeit. 


peRs' to receive” fomewhi of nor Th 


If You will nat believe, ſ#rely ye. ſhall” nor be 


eſtabliſhed. 

©. But thou wilt fay, what, ground travel 
tobwild ſuch an Expeltation ou. ſ0'ThatT 
may expect not to be deceived? _ 

A. As thou haſt neceſſity 'to/put thee on 
this courſe, Fob. 6.68, Hb! mult be relieved 
and ſaved this way or. tone ; to whom wilt 
thou goe? ſo there are inthe Lord Feſwinnv- 
merable rhings to encourage and engage thee 
to this, Expettation, "I 

For theneceflity of: it, Thave in partdiſco- 
vered it before, when traniteited that-this.is 


' the work of Fairh, and” of Believers only. 


Without me (ſays Chri $9. You can doe notbing, 

Fob.i5, T5. ſpeaking ith eſp ecial” refation 
to the fpr logof the Air from Ting verſ. - 
Mgt catibn-of any ſin, muſt be by-a. ſupply 
of Graxe,,. | os we ſelves we. cannot doe 


M4 Snare; + 
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ſeafoh,” ' If then'thou'canſt x 
raiſe up thy heart to a ſettled ExpyCtazion of | 


Rey eng 
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168. . The Maortification _ 
it... Now. it hath. pleaſed .the Father that in 
Chriſt all fu/lveſs ſhould dwell,Col. 1. 19.that of 
his fulneſs'we might receive Grace for Grace, 
Feb, 1.16.Heis the head, trom whence the new 
mn wu have influences of life and ſtrength, 
or it willdecay every; day. If weare ſtrength 
ned with might 17 the zmner man,Col.1. 11,it is 
by Chriſts dwelling, in_our hearts, by faith, 
Eph.3.16,17.That this work is not to be done 
withour. the Spir:e,.I have alſoſhewed before. 
. Whence then do we expet# the Spirit? from 
\ whom do'we look for him? Who hath pro- 
,miſed him to us, having, procured him for us? 
. Ought not all our expectations to this pur- 
poſe to be on. Chriſt. alone? Let this then 
_ be fixed upon thy heart, that if thou haſt 
not relief from him, thou ſhalt never have 
any: All. wayes, endeayours, contendings, 
that are not animated by this expectation of 
_ releif. from Chriſt and him only, 'are' to no 
purpoſe, will do*thee no Good: yea if they 
_ are; any thing but ſupportments of thy heart. 
in this expectation, or means appointed by 
_ himſelf, for the recciving help from him, 
they are jn vain, , - - - AR -* 
. Now farther to;engage theeto this ExpeCt- 
ation. » | Ss; Q I : ; . | E, af 
'1. Confider his merc:fulneſſe, tenderheſs, 
and kindneſſe, as heis our great high Brief, 
at the 7rghe hand of God. Aſſuredly he pir- 


j1es 
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of Sin in Believers. 16g 
ties thee inthy diftrefſle; faith He, as one 
Whom his Mother comforteth ſo will 1 com- 
fort you," Ifaiah 66, 15. He: hath the rendery- 
eſſe of a Mother to a' ſucking Child, .Heb. 
2. 17, 18. Wherefore in all: things it behoved 
bim tobe made” like unto bis brethren, that he 
wight be'a merciful and faithful high Prieſt 
in things pertaining to God, to makg reconcilias 
+101 for the ſinnes of the People, for inthatihim- 
ſelf bath ſuffered being tempted, he ts able to ſue: 
cour them that are tempted : "How is the abjli. 
ty of Chriſt upon the account of -his ſuffering 


propoſed to'us ? inthat he thimfelf bath. ſuf- 


fered being tempted, he is able, Did 'the ſuf- 
ferings and Temptations of Chriſt adde to his 


| ability and power ? not doubtleſs: confide- 


red abſolutely and in its ſelf : But the 4biliry 


here mentioned, is ſuch 'as hath readineſſe, 


pronenefſe, willingneſs, to put its ſelf. forth 
accompanying of it; it-isan Ability of! will 
againſt all difſwaſions;* He is able having 


ſuffered and being tempted, to break through 


all 4fwaſons to the contrary, to relievepoor 
tempted” fotls : dam Bondious He: is [abje 


'to help Ttisa metonymy-of-the Effect; Forſhe 
_ can now'\ be' moved to- help: having: :beeniſo 


tempted'S6 c.4.15, 16.For we have notian high 
Prieſt whieh cannot betouchtd with the feeling 


of our miifiumities, but wisin'allpoints tempeed 


like ## we are,yet. without ſin. Let us therefare 
come 


1.70 The Hortification. . 
come "boldly ta the Throne of Grace, that we 
may obtain Mercy, and find Grace to. help in 
rime of need. The Exhortation:'of ver/, 16. is 
the Jame that lam upon, namely , that we 
wouldentertain ExpeGations:of Relief from 
Chrift, which the Apoſtle there calls 'z&2y ug 
Tyxxreyy Poirdeien;\ Grace for ſeaſonable. help ; if 
ever (fayes the Soul). help. were. ſeaſonable, it 
would be ſo to me in my. preſent Cofidition. 
This is that which 1 long for, Grace for ſeaſon- 
able help. 1 am ready -todye, to periſh, to be 
loſtforever; Iniquity- will prevyail-againſt me, 
if belp- come notin ; ſayes the Apople, Expect 
this Help, this Rebef, this Grace from Chriit ; 
yea, boton whataccount?. that helayes down 
U, 115, and we may obſerve,-.that-the word 
©.'16. which we have tranſlated to, obtarn, is, 
actos Ira nc ops £x200, that we may recezve 
ft, fkrrable and ſeaſonable help will come in, I 
ſhall freely ſay this one thing ofe/ffabliſhing the 
Soul 'by Faith in expectation of Rel:ef from 
+ :1:-5272), -» Jeſus Chrilt, on the/jaccount of his 
Mat.11,28- . "Afercifulneſs as our High-Prieſt 
will be more available to the raine > thy. Luſt 
and Diſtemper, -and have a better and /peedier 
Hue:thanall the 7:g:4e/# Means of ſelf-macera- 
#5022; that ever any of the ſons of. men. engaged 
themſelves into. Yea let me adde, that never 
[-Ff4!$3:4,2.2. any Souldid or ſhall periſh bythe 
::Revel, 3-18, power of any luſt,ſir WTO : 2 
"$BIY who 
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who coblld raiſe his ſoul by Faith to an expetta- | ; 


7108 of relief from Jefus Chriſt. 


2.” Conſider his Faitbfulneſs who hath 
promiſed, which may raiſe thee up, and 'con- 


firm thee in this warting in an Expe ation 


of Relief, | He hath oy ed to telieve'in 
ſuch Caſes, | -and he will Falem, his word to the 
utmoſt. . God tells us that his Covenant with 
us is like the Ordinances of Heaven, the Sh 

Moon and Stars , which Have their bereate 


_ Courſes, Ferem. 31. 36. Thence David aid, 


that he watched for Relief from God, as on 
watcherh for the orning , a thing that wi 
certainly ;come in its appointed ſeaſon; fo 
will be thy Relief from, Chriſt. It will come 
in its ſeaſon ,,:as.the dew and ram -upon the 
parched Ground; for Faithfull is he who t 
promiſed. . Particular Promiſes to. this purpoſe 
are innumerable; with ſome of them (that ſeem 


| proſarly to ſyit to his Condition) lct the Soul 


ealwayes furniſhed. Ly 
: Now, fheve are two eminent Aves 
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hath raiſed our Hearts by his k:ndxeſs, Care 

and Promſes, to this ExpeCQtation; Certainly 

qur riſing up nanto it, muſt needs be a preat 

Sg EY! upon him to aſſiſt us according- 

ly. This the Pſalmiſ# gives us as an ap- 
_ proved Maxim, Thou Lord never forſakeſt 
! them that put their truſt in thee, When the 
: Heart is once won to reſt in God, to repoſe 
: himſelf on him, He will afluredly ſarrsfe it. 
He will never be as water that fails, nor hath 
: he Taidatany time to the ſeed of Facob, Seek 
' Ye my face in vain, If Chrilt be choſen for 
: the Foundation of our Supply, he will not 
{ fail us, | ' 

_..Z. It engages the Heart to attend dz{;gent- 
| Iy. to all wayes and Means whereby Chrilt 
' 1s Wont to communicate himſelf to the Soul, 
' and ſo takes in the real Aſſiſtance of all Gra- 
; ces and Ordinances 'whatever. He: that ex- 
\ pets any thing froma man, applyes himſelf 

to the wayes and Means whereby it may be 

obtained, The Bepgpar that expects an Almes, 
 lyes. at his door or.in his way , from whom | 
* He doth expeCtit. The way whereby, and the 
- Means wherein Chrift communicates him- | 
 Yelf is, and are, his Ordinances ordinarily. 
: Hethat expects any thing from him, muſt at- 
* tend upon him therein. It is the expe&ation 

; of Faith that ſets the Heart on work. 'Tis not 
an idle groundleſs Hope that I ſpeak of: If | 

j | _-— - WoW. 
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now there be any Vigour, Efficacy and Power {| 
| in Prayer or: Sacraments to this End of mor- 
zifying Sin, a man will afſuredly be intereſt- 
ed in it all, by this ExpeQtation of Relief 
from Chrift. On this account I reduce all 
particular aftings, by Prayer, Meditation and 
the like, to this Head.; and fo ſha]l not far- 
ther inſiſton them. When they are groznded 
on this bottom, and ſpring from this - Roor, 
they are of ſingular uſeto this purpoſe} and 
not elfe.. FL | EE ED. 
Now on this DireCtion for the Mortifics- 
tion of a prevailing Diſtemper you may have 
a thouſand probarum eff*s; Who hath walk- 
ed with God under this Temptatggs; and hath 
not found the uſe and ſucceſs of it 7 I' dare 
leave the Soul under it, without adding any 
more. Only ſome particulars relating there- 
uoto-may be mentioned. - 
(1) AQ Faith peculiarly upon the Death, 
Blood and. Croſs of Chriſt; that is, on Chriſt 
as crucified and ſlain, Adortification ' of 'Sin 
is peculiarly from 'the Dearh of Chriſt. It 
is one peculiar, yea eminent Endof.the Death 
of Chriſt, which ſhall afſuredly be accom- 
pliſhed by it. He died todeſtroy the works 
of the Devil; whatever came upon our Na- 
zures by his firſt Temptation, whatever -re-\ 
ceives ſtrength in our Perſons by.'his datly 
ſuggeſtions, Chriſt died.to deſtroy it all. -Ze 


gave 


f 


Chis elf for: as tha he mi be redeem us 
How all pins purifie ach 'bimſelf « a 
peculiar people, zealom, of good works, Tit. 
2.14 This was. his, Aym and Jntendment 
( wherein he will not fai ) in his givzpg bim- 
{elf for vs. Thar we mi be ſreed from the 
Power of our Sins, and purified from all our 
defiling [Luſts, was 'his Deſign, He gave 
bimſe! for the Church, Pha be wight fandtfe 

Cleanſe it, that je wright preſent it to bim- 
je & glorious C burch,ziot having ſpot or wrinkle, 
«xy ſuch thing, but that it ſhoufd be bol and 

RP ah blemiſh, Eph, ſ '2 $2.26, 27, Ang this 
by.virtue,.of his. deatÞ, in various al "ſeve- 
rlgt egrecs thall be accompliſhed. Hence our 
ing, piftging and cleanling is every where 
aſcribed to his Blogd, 1 Fob, 1.7. Hb. t, 3s 
Revelat, :1. 5. Thax. beifig rinled og US, 
Purget' our Conſciences from aead works to 
oy hs Fo] Heb. Der 44 This 15 that 
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that ee may be roo; ed out, { FATE: 
and have place in "us to more. Sin | 

certainly be brought about by the Cs of 
Chriſt : /There will.virtue go out from thence 
to this purpoſe. Indeed, all Supplies of 
—_; the Spirit, all Communications 
with Chriſt, Of Grace and” Power, are, from 


chap.7,8, - hence, as | have elſewhere ſhewed. 
| Thus 
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Thus the: Apoſtle ftates it; Row. 6. verſc:2. 
is the: Cafe; propoſed that:we have in hand ; 
How' ſhall we'that' are dead\unta fin live \ any. | 
longer therein?" Dead to Sin. by Profeſſions | 
dead to Sini'by Obligationtobe ſo; dead-'te | 
Sin by a Participation of 'Virtue-and: 
for the Kilting'bf ir ; dead>to-Sin by /Whizon | 
#9d\Tnteref:in Chriſt; in iandby; whom.-is. is | 
killed: How ſhall: we live: thorein ? This hs | 
preſſes'by findry: Conſiderations, all taken 
from''the*Deatt-oÞ Chriſt;/-in: the enſuing 
Verſes: Thipnwltnot be, ver. 3. Knem you 
not that ſorMmgnyof 4: a5-wene baptized, une 
Feſns: Chriſt Wire baptized into bis Death 
We: have'in' Bapriſme an' Evidence of qQur 
Implantation' hrs -Chriſt;- we:.are baptized 
ifto- hitte ;*Buriwhat, of him ace-we baptized 
ifito ar Intereftin Þ-His: Death, ſajithibes 
If indeed” we 'drc -baprizedidinto Chriſt, ,and 
beyond Outward Profeſſion, te arc iptized 
ito his: Death; The'Explication- . this;, of 
our being baprizad imo-thet Death of Chriſh, 
the- Apoſtle” gives us-verfii4; 5.  Therefare 
we are buried with him by Baptiſmeinto Death, 
That like a3 Chrift was raiſediup from the gead 
by the" 'Glorg" of the Father yxtven' ſo we alſo 
ſhould'wath. ow Newneſs of bift ;, "Knowing th, 
_ our Old man vs crucified with hin, Lab 
body. of ſin mipht be deſtroyed, "that hencefort 
we ſhould a6 ſn, This is: {ſaith he) 
7A our 


\ 
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our. being baptized. into the Death of Chriſt; 
namely, our- Conformity thereyunto. To be 
dead unto Sin, to hiave: our corruptions morti- 
| fied, as he was put to death for Sin; fo that 
a5 he was raiſed upto Glory, wemay be rai iſed 
vp to Grace and Newneſs of Life, -_ 
He tells us whence'it is that -we have this 
tiſme into-the Death of Chriſt, verſ..6, 
a is is fron: the Death-of Chriſt it ſelf : 
Our old: Man-is arcified: with-bim, that the 
Body of Sin might be. deſtrayed : 7 ovyerruga In, 
19 crucified withbim;. not in refpet# of Time, 
but of Cauſality: weare crucified with him, 
weritoriouſly in;that-he procured. the Spirir 
for us, to mortifie Sin 3 efficiently, in that from 
his Death virrue __ wr for-our erucify- 
#n7; in the way of a Repreſentation and Ex- 
ewplar, we ſhall affore ly : be-orcified. unto 
Sin, .as he was for. oxr 'Sin. _ This, js' that the 
Apoſtle intends. Chrilt by bus Death deſtroy- 
ing the works of the Devil, procuring the Spi- 
Tit for us, chathifa. killed, Si as to 1ts Reign 
irs Believers; that. it ſhall not- obrain its End 
and. Dominion. . -' 
---2(2) Then act. Faith on tha Dowch of Chril, 
IG and that under. theſe two.Norions :. ..\ 
Phil, 3-l0. "1. Ihiexpetation, of Power. ...... 
r Pet 3 1g. 2+ \In\endeavours for Conformigg. 
For the Firſt, the Direction given 
in | general may ſuffice, = ; 
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As to the latter, that of the Apoſtle may 
give us ſome Light into our Direction, Gal. 
3.1, Let Faith look on Chritt in the Goſpel 
as he is ſet forth dying and cru- $ 
cified for us: Look on him x»nder ye 3S-Rfs 
the weight of our Sins, praying, 1 per. Yr; Sg 
bleeding, dying : bring him in that col. 1.3. 
Condition into thy heart by Faith: 
apply his blood fo ſhed to thy Corruptions : 
do this daily, I might. draw out this Con- 
ſideration to a great length, in ſundry particu-' 
lars, but I muſt come toa cloſe. 59 

I .have onely then to adde, the Heads of 
the work of the Spirit .in this buſineſs of 
Hortification, which'is ſa peculiarly aſcribed 
to him. oo DE2 Þ p 

In one word: This' whole work which I 
have deſcribed as our Duty, is effeted, .car- 


| ried on, and accompliſhed by the Power of 


the Spirit, in all the parts and degrees of 
It: As, Fn. | 

1. He aloneclearly and fully convinces the 
Heart of the evil and gwilr and danger. of the 
Corruption, Luft, or Sin to be Mortified. 
Without this Conviction (or whileſt it is 
faint, that the Heart can wreſtle with it, or 
digelt it, there will beno through-work made. 
An unbelieving Heart ( as in part we have all 
ſuch) will ſhift with any Conſideration,'-un- 


till it be over-powred by clear and evident 
Cone 
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Convittions : Now this is the proper work of 
the Spirit; He convinces of Stn, Joh. 16. 8, 
He alone can do it; If mens rational Conſide- 
rations, with the preaching of the letter, were 
able to convince them of Sin, we ſhould (it 
may be) ſee more Conviitions than we doe, 
There comes by the preaching of the Word 
an wh j- 649 2a upon the underſtandings of 
men, that they are Sinncrs,, that ſuch and 
ſach things are Sins; that themſelves are 
guilty of them 3 But this Lehr is not power- 
full, nor doth it /ay hold on the prattical Prin- 


ciples of the Sou), ſo as to conform the Mind. 


and Will unto them, to produce Effects ſuit- 
able to ſuch an Apprehen(60v. And therefore 
it is, that wiſe and knowing men, deſtitute 
of the Spirit, do not think thoſe things to be 
Sins at all wherein the chief Movings and 
Actings of Luſt do conſiſt, It is the Spirit 
alone that can do, that doth this work to the 
purpoſe, And this is the firſt thing that the 
Spirit doth in order to the fortification of 
any Luſt whatever; It convinces the Soul of 
all the ev:/ of it, cuts off all its pleas, diſco- 
vers all its deceits, ſtops all its Evaſions, an- 
ſwers its Pretences, makes the Soul own its 
Abomination, and lye down under the ſenſe 
of it. Unleſs this be done, all that followes 
iS in vain. 
2. The Spirit alone reveals unto us the 
| Fulneſs 


CY, I Cor. 2. 8. 


o% 
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Fulneſs of Chriſt for our Relief, which 1s 
the Conſideration that ſtayes the Heart from 
falſe Wayes, and from deſpairing Deſponden- 
3. The Spirit alone eſtabliſhes ' the Heart 
in expectation of Relief from Chriſt; which 


1s the great ſovereign Means of Mortification, 


as hath been diſcovered, 2 Cor. 1.21. 

4. The Spirit alone brings the Croſs of 
Chriſt into our Hearts, with its Sin-kelling 
Power ; for by the Spirit are we bapr:zed into 
the Death of Chritt. 

5. The Spirit is the Author and Finiſh- 
er of our Santtification; gives new Sup- 
plies and Influences of Grace for FHolizeſs 
and Sanctification, when the contrary Prin- 
ciple is weakened and abated, Epheſ. 3. 16, 
197, FS. 

'% In all the Souls Addreſſes to God in 
this Condition, it hath Supportment from the 
Spirit, Whence is the power, life and vi- 
gour of Prayer ? Whence its Efficacy to pre- 
vail with God? Is it not from the Spirit ? 
He is the Spirit of ſupplication promiſed to 
them who look on him whom they have 
pierced, Zech, 12, 10, enabling them to pray 
with ſighs and groans that cannot be uttered, 
Rom. $. 16, This is confeſſed to be the great 
Medium or way of Faiths prevailing with 


God. Thus Paul dealt with his Temptation, 
N 2 what- 
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whatever it were; 1 beſought God that xt 
wight depart from me, 2 Cor. 12. 8. What 
is the work of the Spirit in Prayer, whence, 
and how it gives us in aſſiſtance, and makes 
us to preva:!, what we are to doe that we 
may enjoy his Help for that purpoſe, is not 
my preſent Intendment to demonſtrate, 


| es, <*s <&Þy, ot, > io ot» ot» &s &, &> fe 
SL OE GAN SSLNS SN 


"OT 


- 


> &, &» 


A Catalogue of ſome Books Printed and Sold 
by Nat.Ponder at the Peacock in the Poultry, 
Near Coernhil, and in Chancery-lane near 
Fleet-ſireet. 


Xercitations on the Epiſtle to the Hebrews ; alfo 

Concerning the Meſſtah:whereinrthe Promiſes con- 
cerning him to be a ſpiritual Redeemer of Mankind,are 
explained and Vindicated, (5c. With an Expoſition of, 
and Diſcourſes on the two firſt Chapters of the ſaid E- 
piitle ro the Hebrews. By Fehn Owen, D. D. in Folzo, 

Exercitations on the Epiſtle to the Hebrews,concern- 
ing the Prieſthood of Chriſt; wherein the Original,Cau- 
ſes, Nature, Prefigurations, and Diſcharge of that Holy 
Office, are Explained and Vindicated, The Nature of 
rhe Covenant ofthe Redeemer, with the Call of the 
Lord Chriſt unto his Office, are declared:and the Opi- 
nicns of the Socinzans about it are fully Examined, and 
thcir oppoficions unto it, refured : Wich a Continuation 
of the Expoſition on the third, fourth, and fifth Chap- 
ters of the ſaid Epiſtle to the Hebrews,being the Second 
Volumn. By John Owen,D. D. in Folio. 

IINEYMA T O A O TI A:Or, A Diſcourſe concern- 
ing the Holy Spirit. Wherein an account !s gwen of his 
Name, Nature, Perſonality, Diſpenfation, Operations, 
and Effe&s: His whole Work in the Old and new Crea- 
tion is explained;che Dodtrine concerning it vindicated 
from Oppoit:ions and Reproaches. The Nature alſo,and 
Neceſſity of Goſpel-Holineſs ; the diflererice between 
Grace and Morality, ora (piritual Life unto God in 
Evangelical Obedience, and a courſe of Moral Vercnes,. 
are ſtared and declared, By Join Owen,D.D.in Folzo. 

A praQical Expoſition on the 130 Pſalm:where inthe 
Nacure of the forgiveneſs of Sin is declared ; the Truth 
and Reality of it alſerted ;zand the caſe of a Soul difſtreſ- 
ſed wich the guilt of Sin, and relieved by a Diſcovery 

© 


© Books Printed, Sould by Nat.Ponder, 
of Forgivetieſs with God,is at large diſcourſed.By Fohn 

Owen, D. D. in Qiarts, © 

A Pradtical Diſcourſe of Gods Sovereignty,with 0- 

ther Material points deriving thence. 

Londons Lamentations; or, a ſober, ſerious Diſcourſe 
concerning the late Fiery Diſpenſarion. By Mr. Thomas 
| Brooks late Preacher of the Word at St. Margarets New- 

Frſbſtreet, London'in Quarto. : 

- - Ltherty of Conſcience nppon 1ts rrue and proper 
grounds aſſerted and vindicated &c.To which is addef 
the Second Parr, viz. Liberty of Conſcience the Magji- 

-Nrares Intereſt. By a Proteftanr, a Lover of Truth and 
the Peace and Proſpericy of the Nation ; in Quarto, The 

- Second Edition. | 

A Diſcourſe of the Nature, Power, Deccit, aud Previ- 
lency of the Remainders of Indwelling-Sin in Belicyers. 

Together with the ways of irs working, and means of ' 

prevention. By Fohn Owen. D. D. in 0Favo. 

Truth and Innocency Vindicated:; In a Survey of a Dif 
courſe concerning Eccleſiaſtical Polity,and the Author- 
ity of the Civil Magiſtrate over the Conſciences of Sub- 
je&s in matrers of Religion, By 7oh.0wen,D.D.in ofa. 

_ © Exercications concerning the Name, Original, Na- 
ture,uſe,and continuance of a Sacred day of Reft;where- 

-in the Original ofthe Sabathfrom rhe foundarion of the 
World; the Morality of the fourth Commandment, 

with the-change of the Sabbath-day,are enquired into; 

Together with an Aſertion of the Divine Inſtitution of * 
the Lords Day. By Fohn Owen, D.D. in Oavo, Tbe Se- 


cond Impreſſion. ot 
Evangelical Love, Church-Peace and Unicy. By 72. 


Owen, D. D. | 
The unreaſonableneſs of Atheiſm made manifeſt ; in 
a Diſcourſe toa Perſon'of Honour, By Sir Charles Wol-. 
ſely Baroner, Third Impreſſion. ok 
The Reaſonableneſs of Scripture-Belief. A Diſcourſe, 
giving-ſome Accounr of thoſe Rational Grounds upon 
which the Bible is received'as the Word: of God, Writ- 


ten by Sir Coarles Wolfely, Baronet, oY 


" Books Printed and SouldbyNat, Ponder. = 


The Rehearſal Tranſpros'd,or Animadverſions upon a - 
late Book, intituled, A Preface, ſhewing what grounds 
there are of fears and jealouſics of Popery, The firſt Pars 
By Andrew Marvel, Eſq; '/ : Jn 

The Rehearſal Tranſpros'd;-the ſecond Part.  Occafi- 
oned by two Letrers:the firſt Printed by a nameleſs Au- 
thors inticuled, A Reproof (ce: the ſecond, a Letter lefr 
ata Friends Houſe, datedNov.z. 1673. ſubſcribed FG, 
and concluding with theſe words, If rhou dareſt to Prince 
or Publiſh any Lye or Libel againſt Dr. Parker. by the E- 


' ternal God T will cut thy Throat. Anſwered by Andrem 


Marvel, | 

Theopolis,or the City of God, New Feruſalem; in op- 
poſition to the City of the Nations, Great Babylan.. By 
Henry D' anvers, itn Of avn, | 

A Guidefor the Pra&tical Gauger;witha Compendj- - 
um of Decimal Arithmerick. -ſhewing briefly the whole . 
Art of Gauging of Brewers Tuns, Coppers, Backs, (Or. 
Alſo the Maſhor Oyld-Cask; and:Sybrant Hantz his Ta+- 
ble of Area's of Segments of a Circle; the Menfuration 
of all manner of Superficies. By VVilliam Hunt. Student 
in the Mathemaricks, in 0Favo. | 


PAUW2FI INRA 


IR 
PM pL... 1. 
Hoc eſt Domus Moſaice Clavis : five Legis 
Sepimentum. BE 
Authore Foſepho Cooper Anglo, in OfFavs. 


A Vindication of ſome Paſſagesin a diſcourſe concern- 
ing Communion with God, from 'the Exceptions of 
VVilliam Sherlick, ReRor of St. George Buttelph Lane. 
by Zobn-Owen, D. D. in 0fawo. 

A Brief Inſtruction in che Worſhip of God and Di- 
ſcipline of the Churches of the New Teſtament, by way 
of queſtion and Anſwer, with an Explication and.Con- 
firmation of thoſe Anſwers. By Fobn Owen, D.D. _ 

Anti- 


Books Printed and Sould, by Nat. Ponder, © 
* Anti-Soz20, five Sherlociſmus Enervatus : In Vindica, _ 
Mon of ſome Great Truths Oppoſed, and Oppoſition to ſome 
Great Errors Maintained By Mr. William Sherlock, 

A Brief Declaration. and Vindication of the Do@rine 

of the Trinity, By Zobn Owen, D. D. in 12, + i 
 Eben- Ezer:Or,a'Small Monument of grear Mercy,ap= *' 
pearing in the Miraculous Deliverance of William Ohe- _ 
ley, William Adams, Fohn Anthony, John Fephs, Fohn-Car- 
penter, From the Miſerable Slavery of Alzters,with the 
wonderfn! Means of their eſcape in a Boat of. Canua 
the great Diſtreſs, and urmoſt Extremities which they 
endurcd at Sea for ſix days, and Nights ; theirfafe Ar- 
rival at Mayork : With ſeveral Marrers of Remarque du- - 
ring their long Caprivity,and the following Providences 
of God which brought them ſafe ro England.By William 
Okeley, in Oftavo. ._ 

The Nature of Apoſtacic from rhe Profeſſion of rhe 
Goſpel, and the puniſhment of Apoſtares declared. 
from Heb. 6. ver. 4,36. with an Inquiry into.the Cauſes 
and Reaſons of the Decay of rhe power of Religion, in 
the World. With Remedies and means of prevention, 
in OfFavo. By Fohn Owen, D.D. ers - I 

Mortification of Sin in Believers: 1. The Neceſſity, 2 | 
Nature, and 3: Means of it. With a reſolution of ſun- þ} 
dry Caſes of Conſcience thereunto belonging. By. John 
Owen, D. D. in 0a vo. | | 

The_Pra&ical Diviniy.of rhe Papiſts © Diſcovered — | 
to be DeſtruRive of Ciriſtianity and:Mens Souls, n{ 

Durch and Engliſh Grammar 1 

Dutch and Engliſh DiRtionary. | | 


